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THE INDIANS' REVENGE; 



OR, 



PAYS OF HORROR. 



SOME APPALLING EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF 

THE SIOUX. 



BY RB:v. AI,RXANDI5R BKRGHOI.l). 



Morn came. Among those sleepless multitudes 
Madness and fear and plague and famine still 
Heaped corpse on corpse, as in autumnal woods 
The frosts of many a wind with dead leaves fill 
Earth's cold and sullen brooks. In silence, still 
The pale survivors stood. Ere noon, the fear 
Of hell became a panic, which did kill 
lyike hunger or disease, with whispers drear. 
As " Hush ! hark ! Come they yet ? God, God ! thine 
hour is near ! ' ' 

The Revolt of Islam — Shelley. 
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yNDLiN Horrora," " ludian Massacres," " In- 
- djan Crueltiea" — these are among the titles of 
the senaational works written for the sole purpose 
of catching the eye of the public, and of filling 
the empty pockets of their authors. These lurid 
descriptions are new means to obtain that end 
without containing anything worth reading. The 
author of this work, however, specifies time, 
places, persons, and all the circumstances in con- 
nection with the awful deeds described therein. 
They are facts, not fancy. Historical facta are 
ample enough without drawing upon the imagina- 
tion in describing the awful bloodshed and terri- 
ble catastrophes hero recorded. The reader can 
easily see that the contents of a work like this can 
not be fiction. The result of long and arduous 
labors are hereby presented to the public for the 
better understanding and a more intelligent 
solution of the very important problem: ''The 
Indians of our time; what they really are, what 
they have done and are even now doing." This 



ia an addition to tLe histoid of American cirilizft- 
tion. 

New Ulro is aitnated in Brovrn County, on tlie 
right shore of tlie Minnesota River, and is named 
after an important city and an old fort standing ■ 
on the shore of the Danube in Wurtemberg. 
With the exception of about sixteen families of 
other nationalities, the inhabitants of New Tllm 
are O-ermans, and number over four thousand. 
The town-Bite will accommodate comfortably not 
less than 100,000 inhabitants; hut, tor its situa- 
tion, rifling as it does, terrace after terrace, from 
the bank of the river to the oak-crowned hilla at 
the back, it is a beautiful spot. It can boast of a 
finer and more picturesque location than that of 
thousands of other villages and towns. Nearly all 
the working classes have cosy homes, surrounded 
by neat gardens. Built of stone and brick are 
substantial stores and costly dwellings, all which 
bespeak the prosperity of this little German burg. 
Two monuments adorn the city— that of Herman 
the Cherusci, and the Indian monument com- 
memorating the siege of New Ulm in 

"Ulna is a conbination of the initials of the old 
Roman legend, " Ultra limites militares," which, 
translated, reads " beyond the military linos," as 



the Romans uBually called the territory adjoining 
their posseSBiona in distant countries. 

A. false statement in reference to a sappoeed 
outrage committed by some infidels at New Ulm 
is hereby corrected. Eeports have been published 
and speeches have been made that a crucifix was 
publicly burned by the " infidels" of that city- 
After a full inTestigation by the author of this 
work, nothing could be found to corroborate this 
base calumny. All that can be said with regard 
to thin matter is, briefly, that after the siege of 
New TJlm, a half-burnt crueifis was found on the 
prturie in the vicinity of the Evangelical church. 
The crucifix was undoubtedly purloined from one 
of the numerous Catholic houses and was lost or 
thrown away in the prairie. Other reports to the 
contrary are untrue, and may be set down as a 
vile slander. 

AxEXANnES Bbbqbold. 
Sim'i Rosa, Cal., EaBter Moudny, 1891. 




Inttodnction— The Chicago Land Company: its StatutoB.— 
A l!all.— Aq unsfirupulouB Agent — Michigan.— Iowa,— 
Two ProapectorB eent to Miimebota. — The first Immi- 
grnutB.— St. Paul.— FottBaelling. -Henderson. —Le Sueur. 
— TraTers des Sioui. — An Expedition on foot. ^La From- 
hoifle.— Looking for the Promised Lund.— Forward.^ A 
deaeited Indian Village. ~FouQd the Place. 

THE Winona and St. Peter B. K. was opened 
for public traffic and the event was duly 
celebrated by the people of New Ulm on the 

'22d day of February, 1872. What does n town 
without a railroad amount to now-a-dttys? So 
thought the citizens of New Ulm. And, indeed, 
as Eiooo as this gemiine German village was 
connected by rail with eome of the largest 
cities of the United States a wonderful activity 
manifested itself on all sides. A happy change 
had suddenly buret upon the town, and the san- 
guine hopes of the people of seeing their village 
developed into a city seemed justified. The num- 
ber of residences in many of our Western cities is 
to-day greater than the number of its inhabitants 
of a decade ago. And whj should not New TJlm 
have a great future '! 

It is true no one can ascertain with any degree 
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ol certftiiity to what extent New Ulm may juatly 
cfirry its hopes in regard to growth, commerce and 
industry. Nor ia that in any way the object of 
this work; its sole aim is to serve as a memorial 
of the trials and Bufferings of the first settlers in 
Minnesota. 

The establishment oi thia colony, and its 
progi'esa thus far, embracing a period of only a 
few years, contain, nevertheless, many things of 
great interest for all future time. It is the object 
of the writer to briefly record in these pages the 
result of his laborious research. 

The history of the city from its foundation up 
to August, 1862, is partly taken from the columns 
of the " New Ulm Pioneer" and partly from the 
testimony of eye-witnesses, among whom the 
Messrs. Ludwig Meyer, Athanasius Henle and 
Joseph Dambach are especially entitled to the 
sincere gratitude of the author for their Mnd 
services. 

Chicago is the birth-place of NewTJlm. Common 
laboi-era were attending a night school in that city 
for the purpose of learning the English language. 
After school they began to discuss what they called 
" social emancipation." They desired to form an 
association, the object of which was to obtain for 
themaelyea civil independence. This was in the 
year 1853. Prufessional men soon joined them. 
There was talk of social equality and the right 
to enter claims upon land, and, filled with enthu- 
siasm for their cause, they resolved to oany out 
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t plan, Tlaey dreaded nothing so much as the 

iliger of falling into the hands of speculators. 
Honce all speculation within their own ranks was 
prohibited. They considered labor and not money 
as the principal means for obtaining their end. If 
this affair ia undertaken and carried on with energy 
and honesty, said they, it cannot but prove a suc- 
cess. The value of land will be greatly increased 
by cultivation, and its products will make us 
wealthy, and wealth will enable us to establish 
Hocial institutions for thebenefit of the community. 

In the month of November, 1853, an article 
appeared in the columns of the " Illinois Staats- 
Zeitung" of Chicago, detailing the idea of forming 
a German Land Company. Laboring men were 
especially invited to attend a meeting to be held 
at the residence of Albert Blatz. About fifty 
vera^reseut at that meeting. 

After the officers and an agent had been duly 
elected, the following resolution was adopted: 

"The object of the German Land Company is 
to procure a home for every German laborer, popish 
priests and lawyers excepted, in some healthy and 
productive district, located on some navigable 
river. " * 

The Land Company proposed to purchase a 
suitable tract of land at a low figure and establish 
a colony.- A proper site for a town where the soil 



"New Ulm Pioneer," March 11, 1859. 



VAB especially adapted to horticulture was to b9 
chosen. 

The agent who had been commissioned to make 
inquiries and report suou declared that he knew 
of a suitable tract of land, but that he would not 
name the locality until the Qompany would declare 
its readiness to pui-chase the same and looato 
thereon. The reason for this was, that he feared 
a third party might purchase said tract for specu- 
lative purposes. Upon his motion it was resolved 
that each member should contribute 10 cents each 
month for defraying expenses. The members de- 
clared their readiness to pay more, but in vain. 
It was soon learned, however, that the contribution 
was too small. Nothing could be done, in spite of 
the fact that the number of members bad within 
three months increased to about 300. In order to 
create a fund at once a ball was held In tlorth 
Market Hall. Members not wishing to take port 
in the ball were obliged to pay one dollar each, 
and although only 40 members were present the 
affair was so well patronized that t^ie net proceeds, 
bar included, after deducting f 30 for hall rent and 
$40 for music, amounted to 8300, 

In March, 1854, a second call for taking part in 
the proceedings was issued, and it waiS announced 
at the same time that whoever wanted to become 
a member had to do so vrithin a certain time, or at 
once deposit from three to five dollars and enter 
B week later. The number of members was there- 
by increased to nearly 800. 
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Spring was nigh, and na-rigation would soon 
open. The agent entered into a contract ^rith the 
captain of a yeasel to carry 26 passengers, for 
which he would pay him $60. Immediate pos- 
session was to be taken of the tract of land to 
which the agent would lead them. Twenty per- 
sons were to remain as the beginning of a perma- 
* nent settlement; the others were to make a full 
inTestigation and report to the society upon their 
return. The 4th day of April was decided on for 
their departure. A general assembly took place 
the Sunday preyious to that date. The agent wa3 
requested to tell them where the land was located, 
but be refused to comply with this request unless 
each member would pay him ten cents as a com- 
penaation for his journey. The meeting would 
not agree to this, but declared their willingness to 
compensate him from funds belonging to their 
treasury. The agent not accepting this offer, and 
refusing to give any explanation in regard to the 
location of the land in question, the meeting 
adjourned. 

The next morning, however, the captain of the 
vessel was interviewed. His answers were not to 
the Doint, but after much coasing declared that he 
had agreed to carry those people to the northern 
part ot Michigan. For obvious reasons the twenty 
would-be settlers refused to go there, and the 
journey was not undertaken. 

The society held another meeting during the 
week following, declared their ffant of confidence 
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in the agent and finally deposed him. At the ■ 

same time they decided to send a committee i 
Iowa to look for a suitable location. These 
gentlemen soon returned and reported to their 
con»titi)ents that they had found all the desirabla 
tracts of land in that State already occupied. 

The society felt diBappointed and disooursged 
after these iiuBuccessful attempts, hut the plan* 
was not given up. Four weeks later a committee 
of two were sent to Minnesota, and upon their 
return reported that they had found a suitable 
place. After the return of these two piospectore, 
Messrs. "Weiss and Kiessling, from the land of 
hopes with their glad tidings, great excitement 
was caused by a speech in wiiich the speaker 
dwelt with great warmth upon the danger of losing 
that beautiful place on account of delay in secur- 
ing it. 

But when it came to the point of emigrating to 
distant Minnesota, many lost all courage, and 
among these were such as had been boldest in 
speech, Others tried to make fun of the whole 
affair. A few earnest and resolute men, however, 
prepared at once to leave Chicago and to take j 
possession of that place and establish hom^ for I 
themselves. Among these first immigrants were J 
M. Wall, — Walser, the two brothers Henle, 
Dambach, the two brothers Haeberle, liOdlriff 
Meyer, W, "U'inkelmann, Palmer, 
the two brothers 7' * ~ ~^ 
Eraemer, Schwab 
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married to A, Henle, Julius with wife and obild, 
Thiele, Boeringen, Wiedemanu, Massapust, Zettel 
with wife and child, J. Brandt, Koch and Drexler. 
Of the thirteen &rst named all still reside at Kew 
Ulm, except oue of the brothers Mack and one 
ot the brothers Haeberle. The latter was mur- 
dered by the Indians in 18G2. 

The six last named were also killed by the In- 
dians; some of theui,*like Zettel, with their fami- 
lies. J. Brandt, the redskins' first victim, was 
shot in 1857; the others fell during the great maa- 
eacre of 1862, of which a detailed accoiint will be 
given presently. L. Hermann and Kramer now 
live in St. Paul. Julius, Boeringen and "Wiede- 
mann are dead. The whereabouts of Schwara, the 
surveyor, and Weiss could not be ascertained. 

From Chicago they went to Galena, 15 miles by 
rail, thence by steamer to St. Paul. The distance 
from Chicago to their future home was about 600 
miles. Atbannsius Henle, Maesapust and WalBer 
had set out on their journey sooner than their 
companions, and when they reached Stillwater, a 
famous lumbering town beautifully located on the 
St. Crois River and adjoining Wisconsin, they 
were sorely tempted to reniaiu there. 

At St. Paul the little company, except A. Henle, 
Wttlser and Haeberle, went aboard the " Jeanefcte 
Boberts" and sailed to Fort Snelling, sis miles 
RboTG St, Paul, thence up the Minnesota River 
towards their destination. The three gentlemen 
Binned above preferred to go by team, the distance 



from St. Paul being only 70 roilea. The party 
tarried a while at Shakopee, and, when they left, a 
stranger's valise went with them. It had acci- 
dentally been placed in their wagon, and the 
sheriff captured the erring valise five miles from 
Shakopee. At Henderson the party put up for 
the night at Hoescher'a boarding-house, intending 
to go to Le Sueui- the following day, a distance of 
only four miles. Le Sueur vontained at the time 
only three or four houses, but they were very 
anxious to reach that place and feast their eyas 
upon the beauty of their new home. The site 
chosen for the new town v/as only a few miles 
opposite Le Sueur on the left bank of the Min- 
nesota Kiver. Between Henderson and Le ^ueur 
they were met by some three or four hundred In- 
dians in war costume and savage' appearance. It 
is needless to say that onr immigrants were ill at 
ease, seeing the Sioux for the first time. But 
their fears were soon allayed. Somehow their 
wagon was upset, and the Indians rendering them 
assistance in the emergency was a sign they meant 
no harm. The others arrived safe at Le Sueur by 
steamer, and from there they went together to the 
new town-site which had been laid out at Chicago, 
and each one's lot or lots determined by chauce. 

Three miles from Le Sueur, on the left hank of 
the Minnesota River, on a plateau rising steeply 
from the edge of the water, they found the chosen 
town-site. But no one was pleased with the loca- 
tion. It ia true, the place was mostly covered 
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\ with trees; there was an estensive forest at hand 
atretchiiig for many miles tovrards the north and 
the west, a beautiful meadow at the foot of a bill 
through which a canal could be dug, all of which 
had been discussed during the journey. Still the 
Bite was rejected. 

It was a -warm day in September. Exertion 
and excitement had created a burning thirst. 
The town-site did not ofi'er one single drop of 
water. The well-matured plans for a canal, a 
harbor, zig-zag streets, etc., were abandoned, and, 
bidding the place a lingering farewell, they re- 
turned to Le Sueur, where they determined to 
Tiait Travers dea Sioux, an important trading post 
some fourteen miles from Le Sueur. It is worthy 
of remark that, in spite of their disappointment 
concerning the town-site, no discouragement or 
mutiny could be noticed. 

At Trayera theymeta man who bad a great deal 
to say concerning an excellent town-site. The 
following day eleven of the party started out to 
see the place. It was about eight miles from 
Travers. They found an extensive slough, cov- 
ered with tall grass. No one was in favor of the 
place except the man who did the talking, and 
who spoke of leading the waters of Swan Lake 
into the Minnesota Eiver and of building factories 
along that canal. 

Seven of the party returned to Travers, The 
remaining four, A. Henle, Ludwig Meyer, Fr, 
Massapust and Alois Palmer, wanted to prospect 
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the district west of Swan Lake wbicti appeared 
extremely inviting from a distance, and, at all 
hazards, find a place wtiich would correspond to 
the description given in the statutes of the Land 
Company, that the town-site should be covered 
with timber and located on the bank of a river, 
and also answer the wishes of the members of the 
society. 

After having spent a chilly night amid the 
prairie grass, and altogether unprepared for a fur- 
ther expedition, they wandered along the shores 
of the lake in a westerly direction, making their 
way through the tall and heavy grass with the 
greatest difdculty. Hunger and fatigue came 
upon them, when, fortunately, they found a trail 
on which a company of soldiers were just then 
marching toward the newly-erected Fort Bidgely. 
A German soldier sympathized with his starving 
countrymen, who understood but very little 
English, and gave them a piece of bacon and a 
large potato. Soon after this .frugal repast Alois 
Palmer drank of the water of a small creek, and, 
to the sincere regret of his companions, was taken 
sick with the fever. But this did not prevent him 
from continuing his journey. At dusk they di- 
rected their steps toward a, shanty, but found it 
vacant. It belonged to a half-breed who had de- 
serted the hut and gone to the Sioux agency on 
business. 

They went farther and soon heard the voices of 
children and the barking of doge. Going in the 
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direction whence these cheerful sounds c&me they 
found another shanty. A new settler, an Ameri- 
can gentleman, had just moved in, and could 
neither give tbem anything to eat nor offer them 
shelter for the night. The good man, howeTcr, 
directed theui to au Indian trail which would lead 
them to a Frenchman's place where they could 
obtain the necessary aecommodatiouB. They were 
now about 34 miles from Travers, and from 6 to 
8 milea from the place to which they had just been 
directed to go. They reached there at about 
midnight. The owner was a Frenchman, La 
Fromboise,* who was married to a squaw and 
traded with the Indians, He had a hired man 
who was a German, and this secured for them a 
friendly reception. They strengthened the inner 
man with the flesh of muskrats and coffee, and 
sought a-night's repose in the company of some 
fifty ludians. It goes without saying that, unac- 
customed as they were to such company, they felt 
somewhat uneasy. 

The nest morning they paid the friendly land- 
lord a visit, and learned from him that he was a 
Canadian, had lived there trading with the Indians 
for 19 years, and had been married for the third 
time to a squaw. His place was four miles distant 
from Fort Ridgely, and twelve miles northwest of 
the place where New Ulm was destined to be 
built. The Minnesota Eiver, up to La Fromboiee'a 

' The " New Clm Pioneer " bnB it La Tiombocio. 



place, comes from a oortliweBterly point, takes R 
more easterly direction at Mew TTlm and followB 
this course for about twenty miles to Maukato, at 
which point it turns northward towards Travers. 

This man, whose name is interwoven with the 
early history of Minnesota, was very kind and was 
perfectly delighted when he heard that some 
G-ermaus intended to establish a colony in his 
neighborhood. He immediately ofiered drinks, 
lighted a long Indian pipe from which they smoked 
by turns, and declared himself very willing and 
anxious to show them the most suitable location 
that could be found in that country. Filled with 
joy at the thought of having in his old age white" 
men as neighbors, he led the prospectors to the 
door and pointed out the place. They promised 
to commend him to the special friendship of the 
settlers, whereupon his son cari'ied them across 
the river in a canoe. 

They marched in a southeasterly direction, as 
they were told to do, traversed a beautiful forest 
clad with heavy wild vines laden mth ripe grapes, 
found pure springs of fresh water, crossed creeks, 
and at times wandered about over the prairies, 
thus spending the day. Toward evening they 
struck an Indian trail and followed it, hoping to 
find some abodd where they might pass the night. 
Night came and darkness covered the earth, but 
the coveted place was not found. Nothing re- 
mained for them but to prepare for the uight as 
well as circumstances would permit. After par- 
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^g ol Home Indian bread and water they lay 
. to sleep. The dense forest offered them 
'' BDine protection, but towards morniug the atmos- 
phere became so decidedly cold that they were 
compelled to rise and hurry towards a lime-kiin 
from which Fort Eidgely drew its supply of lime, 
and in the neighborhood of which they would find 
their land of promise. Completely worn out, their 
limbs stiffened from the cold and their feet 
wounded and sore, they trudged along. 

Finally they met n half-breed who informed them 
that the coveted place was yet ten miles off. They 
had raiseed the right direction and were on the 
point of giving way to diacoui-agement when one 
of them filled his mouth with tobacco, assuring 
himsell and his companions of ita capacity of im- 
parting fresh courage, and pointing to his long 
feet said: "Forward!" 

After another tedious march they stood on the 
banks of the Cottonwood, a river tributary to the 
Micn^BOta and called Waraju by the Indians. 
The place for which they were looking was near 
that river, they had been told. There they found 
two deserted Indian huts, made of long poles 
about two inches in diameter, set up in the form 
of a circle, and covered with bark. Tired and 
hungry they stretched their aching limbs upon 
hard beds made of bark, and, envying those whom 
they had left behind at Travers for their supper 
^d, they fell asleep, veiy little dreaming that 
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they Lad actually crossed the future town-site only 
about a. mile from the wretched quarters. 

When they awoke the next morning the sun 
stood high in the heavens, and to their great sur- 
prise they found themBelveB io the heart of an 

r 3Jidian village, but the Indians were all absent. 

^ They also noticed a number of corpses hoisted 
upon eight-foot poles, one mode of burial with' 
some tribes of Indians. 

Bleaching bones and grinning skulls were not a 
very pleasant sight to behold. It was indeed a 
ghastly spectacle; but the natural beauty of the 
place where the Oottonwood empties into the Min- 
nesota worked like magio upon their tired brains 
and weary hearts. They began to moralize upon 
their fate, imagining that they had at last found 
the right place. Presently they noticed the lime- 
kiln on the other side of the river. A Winnebago 
Indian* who chanced to pass there on horseback 
offered to carry them on his horse, one by one, 
across the Cottonwood, They accepted his offer 
and paid him twenty-live cents. In hopes of 
finding something to eat they huiried toward 
the lime-kiln. Nor were they disappointed. Not 
only ducks, but also muskrata gave up their lives 
for the cause. The country in the neiehborhood 
of the Cottonwood and Minnesota Bivera pos- 
sessed, indeed, all the advantages for the desired 
town-Bite. 

TliB "INfiw Ulm Pioneer " has it Canadian -Frenoli 
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Sew TTliD .— Cottouwood RWer,— Prodttctive Soil.— The Four 
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of the City. — Quarrels and Disiigveemeuts. — Two Town- 
Bit«8.— A Surveyor. — A New Organization.— Fight with 
the Indiana. — First Owners of Homes, — New Ulm. 

THE right bank of the Cottonwood was thickly 
covered with heavy timber, and was well 
adapted for miila and factories.* Beginning from 
its entrance into the Minneaota, an immense forest 
stretches along its right bank. There is an abun- 
dance of lime-atone near'tbe kiln, and on tJie left 
bank of the Minnesota is an extensive quarry of 

* Only an ineiparieni^ed eye will regard the deep Ootton- 
wood with its pretty swift ourrent adapted for fnctorjea, 
■Whoever can see that river in the Spring of the year, rising 
sometimes 15 feet above the water miirk, and aending its 
mighty waters over the lowlands, will easily understand that 
the bnilding of factories would be subject to enonaoDS 
expense. There are points further up the river favorable 
far such enterpriaea. The water ia clear and fresh, and 
contains an abundaui^e of fine Hali, 




Urn Caitad WatM m br u iaUBkr nd ■ 
iMMltj to eoaMSBCd. One can eaiilr wc ^v, J 

bMfc, S (IM«aM of kboot fUrtf milB. 



nr«nl« Hiwircred: "I ban Umg legs; 
who will." 

At mldnlgltt Ihe^ ret«bed TTSTers. Most of 
Mutlr compftlliotui wfaoni tfaej^ bad left tliere had 
noi yiA (foa6 Uihed. "Havf< joq found a place?" 
tluty Uikod. Tli« prospectors answered: "We 
hava found a very fine place; the iLousea are ready 
for yoti to move in, and the graveyard is also near 
nt Imrid." niey liad reference to the Indian vil- 
lag*, and although the Answer Bounded somewhat 
utfanifo, tlifro tvau complete eatisfaction depicted 
upon tlinjr 00 11 nte nances. Next day they all de- 
oldnfl to depart for that place. The excitement 
nuuHod hy thn rtiturn of those four pathfinders was 
•to ffrflnl. that llioy wore roused from their slumbers 
daily In iho morning in order to give n detailed 
KUOfllint ot Uieir expedition. Their number had 
oousldarably tnoidaHml tUrouph new arrivals from 

UlliOAtfO. 
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It was on the 8th day o{ October. After they 
liad attentively listened to an account which proved 
satisfactory to all present, they took their break- 
fast and prepared for a move toward the lime-kiln. 
Courage and alacrity animated the whole company, 
^d only a few of them felt sufficiently fatigued at 
times to accept a short ride on the wagon. It was 
thought that they bad auflicient provi&iona for the 
time being. 

It may not be out of place to note here that the 
company, now numbering 30 men, was principally 
made up of immigranta from Europe who, on ac- 
count of the prevalence of cholera in Chicago, 
desired to go West, and were neither acquainted 
with the hardships of frontier life in general nor 
with tbe rigors of a Minnesota climate. 

The first day brought them to the home of an 
American gentleman, who had laid out a city of 
his own, and who tried hard to persuade them to 
remain there. Some of them were almost inclined 
to accept the invitation of the " founder of a city," 
but most of them were opposed to it, and tbe next 
morning they went farther toward the West. 

They had seen some very fine fruit at that place, 
raised on the spot, as they were told, and they re- 
solved to try fruit-raiaing on still better soil. Of 
that city nothing is known. After having crossed 
the Minnesota they soon reached the hospitable 
owner of the lime-kiln. Of course they could not 
all find shelter under his little roof, and most of 
them decided on going to the Indian village iu 
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I the four huEgrj prospectors bad lodged, 
^noonscioue of their whereabouts, like OJyaseus 
of old. 

The first thing they did next morning vraa to 
loot for the place of which they had heard so 
much, and which the prospectore had crosBed in tlM 
dflrk. Standing near the Cottonwood they were 
waiting for the sun to rise. And aa the sun's rays 
began to brighten and enlarge the horizon, innu- 
merable objects rose before their wondering gaze. 
The red rock of the Ked Stone on the left bank 
of the Minnesota, was a most interesting sight to 
behold. Their surroundings made bo favorable 
an impression upon them that they felt completely 
at home. There was universal satisfaction. The 
place chosen for a town-alte, bounded by the Min- 
nesota and Cottonwood rivers, and beautifully 
located, was not sufficiently covered with timber to 
answer the requirements of the statutes. "When 
Massapust called the attention of his companions 
to this fact, Henle answered that city folks ought 
to buy wood from the farmers. Although not 
perfectly agreed as yet on the new town-site, they 
became alarmed when they saw several wagons 
moving at a distance. They were covered with 
canvas, and, no doubt, belonged to immigrants. A 
report had been circulated that Canadians as well 
as a St. Louis company had actually contemplated 
the building of a town on that beautiful spot. 
For that reason they immediately went to work 
setting up high poles and coveriug them with 
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ss of graaa to imlicate that the place was 

"When the wagons approached they 

I that they belonged to Oovemment sur- 

&)e first thing to be done now was to prepare 

evinterquai-tera. It was growing colder day 

vday. They could not remain on the open 

Jrie, nor could they expect to find accommoda- 

at the Indian village. An Indian had 

idy informed them that it were better for them 

move away from there. Remembering now 

jl the district where the prospectors had fonnd 

Utable quarters with the trader, La From- 

B thickly covered with timber and shrub- 

■, and that he had promised the settJers pro- 

ionandcounaei; and coueideriug, furthermore, 

i it would be well for them to be within the 

iiof the Fort in case of need, they resolved 

fend the winter in the neighborhood of La 

biboise and Fort Eidgely. They broke up 

I and crossing the future town-site, they 

t Qp the bank of the Minnesota. Four miles 

D ]ja FromboiMe's place they found an Indian 

The Indians having gone to the Fort i6t 

t pay, they took possession of the huts until 

f could tinisb a little log cabin. Thus far they 

WsTd safe; but soon the scarcity of provisions 

became apparent. The two barrels of flour and 

the few potatoes purchased from a half-breed, 

iwhich laeted only about two weeks, were soon 
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B dABgos of tba wttwtiBW vere not 
t mt the b^iaiDB^ of wint^. The 
' piaees from which th^ miglit expeci assistanea in 
case of extreme neeil were F.-irt Ridg«Iy, ten raOes 
above, and Trarers des 8iaiix, ;^o miles below their 
esent abode. Ttiev bo'l oa\j one wagOD and 
1, two of wLicb sooa dieil, and the 
pemaiDing tvo were so poor that they coald not 
inoTe tlie amply wagon. They had very little fiaj. 
The noble La Fromboise rendered them nil the 
asHiBtance poaaible. And bo, in spite of their f20 
_£ohl coiiiB, tijey had to suflFer peyere hunger. 
a brolhere Muck, ibevefore, ui-dertook a trip to 
rt BiilRely to purchase aouie proTieiona. They 
iRfid the road, and, iualead of reaching tha 
point wlier* tbay would croba the river in a canoe, 
Ui'ij arrived at niglit at an Inilian camp to which 
htitKiug Drea beakoned them. They received a 
^nrty woloome, and were hospitably aerved vrith 
ma. Next morning they were directed to the 
lit I'uad, and they reached the place in safety. 
. llKiniC iiblijfed to remain a little too long at Fort 
ndgolj, they wore oompelled to paei the next 



night in the open nir, and they lodged under a 
tree. Next day they teaohtd home safe. Id the 
meantime two new-comers had arrrireil at the 
cabin, who brought a good appetite but very few 
eatables. Joseph Dambach* decided to procure a 
good quantity of provitilona, and fur that purpose 
uodertook a, trip to 6t Paul, a distance of 130 
milea. They were all in good spirita, especially 
when Uiey learned that the Indians would not 
return daring that winter, and that tbey were free 
to occupy their comfortable paluces of bark with- 
out paying n, high rent. They visited Fort Itidgely 
regularly in search of proTisioua, But as they 
could obtftin such things ai that only by irregular 
methoda, they would often run a regular race to 
secure the heads of hogs and cattle and other 
rsfuse. Sometimes two or' three would start out 
in the dead of night to outdo others who also 
intended to go. Happy was be who could offer a 
few drinks of whisky, by which he could obtain 
more from the soldiers than by offering money. 
These bargains were strictly prohibited l>y the 
commander, especially when there was a question 
about whisky, and they were compelled to resort 
to ftU manner of intrigues in order to obtain some- 
thing in the line of eatables, A saw-mill con- 
nected with Fort Ridgely was a veritable place of 
refuge; here the hungry settler and the thirsty 
soldier eichauged the neoeBsariea of life to their 
matual satisfaction. 

* JoMph Dombacb died iu the liegioniDg of 1^91. 
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They were somewliut ilisappointeil when tliej I 
saw the Indians return singly and iu Immls. The 
first troop was nccompanied by a savage niusio- 
band and a chiaf. When these ludians, who were 
o{ the Bious, noticed that the whites had takea 
poseessiou of their reserraliou, they beoame 
greatly incensed. The chief appeared in the log . 
cabiu, took the oldest of the intruders (LudvrigJ 
Meyer) by the hand aud demanded au acaount fori 
his actions. Among other things he showed him I 
several holes that had been cut into some of their ^ 
huts, and gave him to undei-stand that those 
tepees were ruined. Some of the Indians spoke 
of ' ' nippo " which means killing, unless they J 
departed ("pokatshi.") J 

It was evident that much talk was out of place. ! 
Here was an international difficulty, and it could I 
but be settled in a manner which is customary 1 
among the merchants on the oasis of Sahara. For I 
example, at the great market-place of Tlmbuctoo, I 
the chief, by means of signs, said : " Tou have I 
trespassed upon our rights secured to us by writ- fl 
iug. The law forbidsyou to live here. This land I 
down to the Cottonwood, down into that prairie, I 
down there and up that way belongs to us. 1 will 1 
report you to the chief at Fort Eidgety." Drop- " 
ping the hand with which he had pointed out the 
limits of his reserve, the son of the forest proudly 
withdrew. 

The difficulty was not settled at Fort Bidgely, 
but was referred to the Governor at St. Paul, who 



decidciJ that If the settlers were not located on 
gftvernmnnt lanct they nhouM tuoye; but if such 
were tlie cane the Sioux should retire to their 
reBervation. The Sious owned a tract of land, 
beginning about nine miles from the present city 
of Sew Uim and extending 10 miles on each side 
of the Minnesota up to Big Stone Lake. 

The settlers felt that they were in au awkward 
position. The Governor's decision- was to be 
enforced by a people who naturally loved to 
remain undisturbed in the possession of their 
lauds, and who kuuw how their forefathers, once 
the proud possessors of vast tracts, were driven 
from them. No wonder the settlers looked for 
asBistatice iu case of need, They had reason to 
fear the destruotion of their winter quarters; yea, 
even their lives were endangered. They now 
recollected the promises of the noble La From- 
boiee who, as a much respected trader and related 
to Ihe Sious by marriiige, might exert a powerful 
influence upon the Indians, They were not dis- 
appointed. Through his influence the Indians at 
OEPe broke up, and some of them settled down in 
the neighborhuod of Fromboise; the others went 
some distance up the river. 

The difficulty having been thus settled, winter 
ttHtae, and with it a terrible scourge for the 
Tndiftna. Small-pos broke out among them. This 
%o terrified the Sious that they left the place 
alloesthcr. rr('bH.bly they left lietwise they 
learned that tlie place which they then occupied 
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a not on tbeir reservatioQ. The tepees of tha 
neighboiing village bad been depnved of their 
eoTerJngs, consistiDg of the hidea of buffaloes and 
of bark. One corpse had been left behind. The 

[ Sioux show great respect for their dead; and the 
lot of having deserted thia corpse was looked 
1 by the settlerw as a supersUtioua practice in 

' honor of the "great spirit." Neither did the 
Sioux afterwards claim the body nor bury it. But 
when the wolves name near devouring it, the set- 
tlers buried it. 

What strange feeliuga overcame ua on beholding 
these once noblo Indian tribea who, centuriea ago, 
so hospitably received and entertained our fore- 
fathers, DOW roaming about like beggars in their 
own inheritance, and dying inch by inch amid the 
ruins of their former greatnese! What feelings, 
when we beheld the irresistible white race fall upon 
these children of nature with fire and sword! Is 
it civilization that is brought to them ? Small-pox, 
debauchery and wbiaky are the gifts, if not pow- 
der and lead. 

During the winter, which was very mild, Indians 
used to come to their foi-mer village to do some 
trading with the settlers. They always met with 
a friendly reception. The articles which thtty 
were wont to offer in exchange for provisions, 
such as mocassins, bracelets, rings, etc., were not 
accepted by the settlers, but they gave them what- 
ever eatables they could apare. Thus they came 
and went on in a friendly footing. Many a Sioux 




b was the recipient of fa^ore at the hands of the 
iQers at tliat time returned the same during the 
fetal month of Auguat. ISflS, with Lis deadly toma- 
baivli and bullet. 

In order not to let time pass idly by they se- 
lected, early in the winter, a placa for a sawmill 
to be run by water power. It wan immediately 
oleured of timber and shrubbery, and logs were 
cut. The snow grew deeper and deeper. They 
had plenty of fuel to run their three stoves, and 
were tolerably well supplied with provisions. 
They began to feel comfortable. Then came the 
15th of February, a terribly cold day, which 
cauBed them to build a larger fire than usual, and 
one of the stove-pipes set fire to the roof, which 
was mude of straw and was just then free of snow. 
The fire was not discovered until the whole cabin 
was enveloped in Hames, and the burning cinders 
(ell upon the flour beside a bed on which one of 
the party was lying sick. The cabin and with it 
many of the necesBaries of life was burned, but 
no one was injured. 

After the fire the settlers were compelled to 
enter the miserable Indian tepeea a second time, 
and they felt it the more keenly on account of the 
severe cold weather and the want of clothiog and 
proTiiions. Fathers of families who were at this 
time compelled from shear neeeaaity to go to Fort 
Ridgely were often obliged to return with empty 
hands, because the supply at that place was fast 
failing. La Fromboise had given them some straw 
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with wliich they covered one of the huta, and puS 
a stove in it. But this was poor protectioitagaiiiRt 
the cutting northwest wind. Buffalo robes were 
the onlj means for making it at all bearable. 
Their victuals would freeze upon their plates while 
eating. It could not be otherwise. Exposed to 
the pitiless northwest wind sweeping fnrioiiBlj 
over these vast prairies in the depth of winter is a 
serious affair, especially when clothing is insuffi- 
cient and the dwellings poor. Nevertheless, all 
of them withstood these terrible hardships, and 
rejoiced at the coming of spring. Only one young 
man fell a victim to his own daring esploiti. 
Some of them, among whom were the two Henlea 
and Zettel, cut the lumber for the building of their 
houses with their own hands. 

In this account of the joys and sorrows of im- 
migrants from Chicago in their attempt to found 
a city in the primeval forest, on the virgin soil of 
Minnesota, the reader will find the A. B. C. of an 
accurate account of the winter's life of many a 
settler under similar circumstances. Let it he 
remarked here that, according to the testimony of 
Athanasius Henle, he performed the first ministe- 
rial function in the new settlements, although he 
never pretended to be either priest or preacher. 
La Fromboise, upon learning that Henle waa a 
Catholic, asked him to baptize his child, something 
that he could not do himself, because he remem- 
bered only a portion of the formula. He knew 



D4J8 or HUBBOR ON THE 



33 



I he Father and the Son, bat be liad forgotten 
Holy Ghost. 
^ith the approach of spring a ^reat change 
e over the little company. They forgot all 
' had endured and went courageoimly to work. 
The first question waa about the town-aite. The 
plan for the ctCy was made before they left 
Chicago. Some of the settlers had entered clatms 
in the neighborhood of their winter quarters and 
were consequently in favor of retaining the place 
where they had spent the winter. The place was 
surveyed, and streets were cleared. 

The opponents were divided aioong themselves. 
The new arrivals from Chicago were mostly dis- 
satisfied with the site, which labored under many 
natural disadvantages. Others, among whom was 
IiUdwig Meyer, treasurer of the society, were in 
favor of the site on the Cottonwood — a place the 
searching for and finding of which had cost them 
BO much hardship the preceding fall. There was 
consequently much said on all sides without seri- 
oualy disturbing the peace, because they were 
after all obliged to refer to a committee at Chi- 
cago. 

It has already boeii said that they were in- 
formed that a colonization society from St. Louis 
had selected the surroundings of the lower Indian 
village for a town-site. They assured themselves 
of the truth of the matter by sending one of their 
number to investigate. He found the names of 
four of the members of thatsociety carved into an 
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oak. and also tho rains o( a shanty, wliich had 
been destroyed by fire, and which must have been 
built during the winter. Ho also understood that 
an Iriahmau had lived there during the winter to 
guard the place, and had probably been driven 
away by the Indians. 

This gentleman was L. Meyer. He had always 
been in favor of that place, and, seeing that there 
was great danger ef losing it, he drove stakes into 
the ground and put placards on them to the effect 
that this place had been taken possession of by a 
Chicago colonization society. This action, by 
which they had secured a secood place until a 
decision would reach them from Chicago, created 
a bitter feeling among those who favored the 
upper site; so much so, that they threatened to 
deprive him and his aona of their claims. 

lu the meantime the American speculators 
learned that Germans wore at work selecting the 
best places in Minnesota, especially in Brown 
county, fur tdwn-aites; that a number of them had 
foumleii two cities and entered claims, and that 
many nioro were coming, etc. This filled them 
with hatred and jealousy. Fortunately they did 
not know how ignorant the settlers were of both 
law and land, and how they were divided among 
themselves in regard to a towu-site, expecting a 
decision from Chicago where nothing was known 
of either place. If some smart Yankee had 
understood the condition of affairs there can be 
but little doubt that he would have become the 
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possessor of the future town-site of New Uim 
and the chief director of its deetiiiies. At last a 
letter arrived from Chicago. They were told that 
a, Bumber of members and Bome officers of the 
society would an'ive during the month of April. 

On the IGtb of May, 1855, the flrat members of 
lii 6 society arrived. A surveyor, Henry Bulk, ac- 
companied them, who replaced the one who hud 
begun to survey the upper place without regard 
to the Government sui'vey, toward the end of the 
preceding year. That trickster had to be sent 
back to Chicago with his clothes-line and pocket 
compass at the expense of the society. 

A new organization was formed. Kiessling was 
elected president, and Meierding secretary. The 
local office immediately reported iu full to the 
general office at Chicago. According to directions 
from there, the surveyor and his associates begau, 
to the great satisfaction of the majority, to survey 
the site so that the extreme southeast end of the 
town would face the Cottonwood, where the pros- 
peolors had lodged the two nights. With this 
they started in the neighborhood of the lower lu- 
dian village 18 miles from Fort llidgely. They 
intended to utilize the swift current of the wiudiug 
Cottonwood for mills or factories. They extended 
the siirvey for the town, however, over the slowly 
rising ridge between the Minnesota and the okl 
survey. The center of the city. Center street, is 
16J miles southeast of Fort Ridgely. This ended 
the quarrel, and none of the contending parlied 
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, atrictly speaking, in tlie right. The aur- 
roundings of the upper Indian village had been 
(elected for gardening purposea, and the lota 
placed upon a high ridge. There was no timber 

. the town-site proper, but in the immediate 
aity; and it alao appeared to them that they 
Id have to remove timber, if euch were there, 
)6fore they could build a town. 

Whilst aun'eying they came upon some Indian 
[ who, when they learned what was being 
rdone, became enraged and struck the ground with 
their fistB to indicate that that land belonged to 
them. The surveyors were not intimidated by 
this singular proceeding and they went on. At 
certain plaeea they set up the cuBtomaiy flags. 
But when the bucks returned from the chase they 
began to throw down the flags, and by unmistaka- 
ble signs gave the whites to understand that they 
were not at all pleased with the undertaking. 
But when the settlers rose to defend themselves 
the Indians fled. They followed them to the 
southern bluflTs, where the Indians made a halt. 
As soon as the whites came within reach of their 
rifles, the bullets began to whiz about their heads, 
which caused them to turn back and continue their 
surveyings. There was no further disturbance of 
the peace. Only an ox was kilted by the Indiana 
and taken away, for which the Grovernmeut paid 
the settlers. 

These things being reported to Fort Eidgelj, 
soldiers were sent to eamp in the neighborhood, 



and to protect the settlers. The result ol the 
negotiations entered into by means of an inter- 
preter were that the Indiana had killed and taken 
the OS through hunger, nDd not through ualice, 
and that they abandoned the place. This ended 
their occupation of that tract. 

And thus the founding of New Ulm contains 
neither the fabulous sayings about the founding of 
Carthage, nor Ihe prosaic history of the founding 
of Borne; but it is an earnest episode, worthy of 
being placed on record, and will be one of the 
most interesting pages in the history of the great 
State of Minnesota. 

The place occupied at that time is the present 
city of New Uliu, the greater part of which was 
burnt to the ground by the Sioux in 1862; but it 
has risen again, Phoenis-like, from its ashes. 

The gi-eat«r portion of the oily conaiats of addi- 
tions to the primitive corporation, taken from 
private claims, which, according to law, did not 
exceed three hundred and twenty acres. The first 
houses were built in 1855 by Adam Bebnke, A. 
Diderich, Lud wig Ensderle, Paul Hitz, L. Meyer, 
H. Meierding, C. Staus, etc. 

The first settlers were mostly Swabiana, and in 
remembrance of the old and venerable city of 
"Dim they named their town " New Ulm." 



CHAPTER in. 



The Cinciimiiti Society.— The Tnmec Colonwation Society. 
— ConiliHonH of Piircliase.— ScHicity of ProviBioiiB.— 
Umbrella Roofs. — X Philosopher.— Prairia Firs, — Higl 
PrloeB. — AbuDdance.—FirHtHotel— Cider.— First Braw- 
ary. — First Saw-mill. — An Dnfortunftte Ooonrtenoe. — 
First Floiiring-mill. — No Credit.— Turner Hall and Tur- 
ner Soeiety, — ChnrcheB, Selioola and Cnngregations. — 
Lodges snd Sooieties.— Attraotiona.— Sour Wino.— All 
Germftny Represaiit Bil.— Final Sncoeas. 

'T^HE induatrioua Germans from Chicago, or 
X rather those belonging to the Chicago society, 
did not enjoj' the sole ownerahip of the new 
town for a single year. lu the fall of 1855 the 
Turners of Cincinnati sout a committee of three, 
(William Pfaeuder, later on Treasurer of Miune- 
BotB, Seiger, and a miueralugist), in search of a 
proper place for a Germaii colony. They reached 
the young city of Sew TJlm, and were so pleased 
with its excellent location that they concluded to 
enter into a conditional contract with the ownera 
for a great portion of the town. 

The Chicago settlers had almost exhausted theii" 
means, and, knowing that Ihe favorable location 
of their town would be without benefit to thorn 
unlesa they would give others a chance to setLlo 
among them, the offer of the Cincinnati gentle- 
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men wiie readily accepted. The CMcago society, 
consisting of some two hundred members, sold 
their rights under the following conditions: Ench 
member was to receive thirty-three dollars in caab, 
sis building 'ots, to be determined by chance, and 
one of the surveyed (our-acre tracts adjoining the 
city. 

The settlora haTiag already built a saw-mill, the 
others were also to erect n mill and warehonse. 
The offer was accepted, and during that same 
year moat of the Cincinnati emigrants^ their so- 
ciety had thirteen hundred members — arrived at 
their new home. 

This new addition waa of great benefit to the 
colony; but also of some disadvantage. There 
-were immense tracts of uncultivated land round 
about the town from which no means of support 
for HO many people could be derived. They con- 
sumed a large amount of proviaions. It wtts with 
great difficulty that they could bring the moat 
necessary things from St. Paul, a distance of one 
hundred and twenty miles over bad roads. The 
consequence of this waa that iirovisions at New 
Ulm wore HomBtimes extremely high. Many had 
neither money uor work and were now in great 
need. Corn-bread was the only means of support, 
and, having no lard, this was poorly baked. 

It is related, as one of the humors of the time, 
that several men who were chopping wood three 
miles from town^near the present farm of Mr. 
Pfaender — Jiuepended a bone over their tempo- 



rary table, and brought their very dry -corn- 
bread in contact with it in order to make it seem 
more palatable. These same men, however, grew 
corpulent aud fat in later years. A man named 
Haeberle was obliged, after planting some pota- 
toes, to dig them up again to use for food. Many 
of the pioneers had no accommodations whatever. 
The expenses of the journey and for neceBSttry 
provieiona had deprived them of what little 
money they had. Still they felt proud and happy 
to see the rays of the aun fall in through their 
■wiudowleas windows into their own rooms. Many 
a house had no roof, or only a part of one, and an 
umbrella at table or bed was at times considered 
a great blessing. Great privations, even of the 
absolute necessaries of life, were common. But, 
of course, these were not equally felt by all. 
Among the many new-comers were some singular 
characters who could alTvays find means to help 
themselves, To this class belonged one Dr. 
Krause of Washington, who would never miss an 
occasion to carry hia absurd views into practice. 
This learned reformer, who like Socrates, carried 
all his poaseasioES with him (that is to aaj', if noth- 
ing adhered to him in going out) put up his abode 
about four miles from town. Hia lodgings, in 
the erection of which he carried out hia peculiar 
views, consisted of n cave, which was divided, 
either for the sake of convenience or morality, 
into three compartments. His principle was 
"Contentment and adaptation." Thia he illus- 



trated by his own life. For example: he planted 
potatoes upon a pieue of wild prairie, trustiag that 
they would adapt themaeWes to circumstances with- 
out further effort in cultivating them, and grow 
and bear a hundredfold. Of his harvest nothing 
is known. A. thorough materialist he was also a 
friend of liberty in its wildest forma. Accordingly 
he did not keep a cow, but never was out of milk. 
Later on he was ahot by the Indiana. 

Very few coukl accommodate them selves to 
circiim stances like Dr. Krause; hence, they ex- 
erted themselves to keep body and soul together 
in an honorable manner. For necesaariea of life 
they had to pay enormous prices. A barrel of 
flour was sold for twenty-two dollars. The first 
wheat was sown in the spring of 1856, but it waa 
partly eaten by birds, and yielded poorly. They 
did not succeed in raising wheat till 1858, The 
first reault of a serious attempt at wheat raising, 
BIS miles northwest of New Ulm, is worth noticing, 
Three farmers, Athauasius and Anton Henle and 
Benedict Dresler, had stacked their wheat at one 
place, it being more convenient and cheaper in 
thraabing it. It was in 18,58, and they had an 
excellent crop. A prairie fire came and the hopes 
of the enterprising farmers were unmercifully 
swept away. On account of this fire, by which 
many others also lost their grain, prices went up 
again. Potatoes were then sold at three dol- 
Ifera a bushel, and a hen with five little chickens 
were sold for five dolhira. Even a cat brought 
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I dollars. Mice were, however, eo numei'uua 
le enter pming individuals would loan 
r cats to othaiH for a ceitaiu time, for which 
ley cbarged two dollars. They made well by 
Instead oE tobacco they smoked leaves and 
ftewed roots. 

K During the first years money waa not very 
[enty, nor was there ever a great scarcity; nflw- 
i always brought more or less cash with 
This WB8, however, soon used up. There 
rare daily expenses, but no regular sources of 
income. And so it came to pass that, although 
provisions were on band, they could not be sold^ — 
there was no money to pay for them. Martin 
Leiminer of the Cottonwood settlement brought a 
large basket filled with eggs to New XJIm in order 
to exchange them for trifies needed at borne, such 
as thread , buttons, etc. After having tried in vain 
to make the desired bargain, he commeuced to 
paint H. Bajtin's store with the eggs. A few hun- 
gry individuals came to the rescue and took all 
that was left in the basket from him. He was 
glad to have escaped the hands of the law for his 
singular mode of painting other people's stores. 

For a long time there were few sources of enjoy- 
ment of any kind in the town of New Ulm. In 
the city itself Phillip Gross, now an alderman 
and proprietor of the Union House, built the first 
hotel in 1856. The old frame building was de- 
stroyed by fire July 4, 1875, and during the same 
year the new brick hotel was erected in its place. 
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K>BS the Minnesota, near the landing of tbe 
7, Mr. Pfaff eracted a hotel which was the 
Q reality, in the settlement. Beer and wine 
e ecarce at that time. It in adeerted that Mr. 
B took at one time eii pounds of dried apples, 
i sour wine ami a littla sugar and made eev- 
1 barrels of excellent cider, wliiob paid well. 
SChe firet brewery was built opposite New Ulm, 
isthe river, in 1868, byKocko, but it soon went 
I. Fritton's brewery was soon after erected 
thin the city, and in 1860 August Schell added 
b; both are etill doing business. During the 
B that beer was so scarce, Kahlfeld received 
■ and one-half bnri'els from Milwaukee, but 
Nised to Eiell any for fesr of too great a rush 
)on him. Then came one of those fearful west- 
cyclones accompanied by thunder and light- 
ly, and the people were in mortal fear that the 
i of the world was near. In that case the beer 
s lost, and so n band of caroiifiers hurried 
Kahlfeld'e to drink Lis beer. With it wont an 
>rmou8 cheese, and they sang in honor of the 
., who was a EusHian: "Russia must still 
later be." 

Ziautensch lager had just finished digging a 
|Iar when it caved in, and four and one-half 
Irels of beer were buried in it. Four years 
forwards they were dug out and consumed, 
!he first eaw-mill was built twelve miles above 
1 the Indian roRtrvntion in 1854-1855, 
it never worked well. The Chicago society 
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ailt another saw-mitl at New 01m in 1856. A com- 
~pany of eeventeen owned the mill, of whom the 
(oUowing are known ; Bniet, Jacob, Belifeld, Blatz, 
Beinhorn, ■Winkelmnnn, Fislierhauer. Klinkham- 
mer, the two Huthe, Bock, Meyer and Pfaff. Reh- 
feld and Beinliorn were the book-keepers. The 
Riaohiuery was purchased at St. Paul, and brought 
to New Ulm with twenty-five horses. Logs were 
brought in from all sides. Building lumber was 
gold at thirty-five dollars per thousand feet. The 
timber that grows there is of an inferior qualify. 
The sharehoklere had not only no returns, but 
miffored loas. In the fall of 1857 the mill waa 
destroyed by fire, which probably originated above 
the boiler. It was not insured. One Kaus had a 
claim of nine hundred dollars on it. The ruins 
were sold to Beinhorn and Rehfeld, who rebuilt 
it, every one giving them aasistance. The mill 
was again set on fire by the Indians in 1862. It 
was rebuilt a third time, and after having been in 
the hands of Boesh, Pfenniuger and Meyer, is now 
managed by Silverson, and is known as the "Eagle 
Mill." Henry Brandt erected a small grist-mill 
about sis miles from New TJlm. 

Corn-meal and coffee were the principal articles 
of food in those days, 

Mr. Adam was very unfortunate in his attempt 
to erect a mill to be run by water power in Ihe 
year 1855, one and a half miles from town. The 
Cottonwood, a tributary to the Minnesota, is quite 
deep and haw a swift turrenl. In the f-pringof 
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B^ear the water rises eometimeB very high, bo 
etrongest dams cannot withstand tbe ter- 
/V pressure of the immenBe volume of water and 
Bjgigantic blocks ul' ice lliat are hurled agai net 
&dam had spent a whole year in building his 
, and had all the lumber for the building of a 
J on the grounds. He know nothing about the 
, and bis diim went with the first freshet. 
I brothers Heule had been his assistants, Ihe 
p latter were shot hy the Indians. In the spring 
dam brought the machinery from "Wiscon- 
siu with five teams^ bringing also some provisions 
and lime at the same time. Among the teamsters 
were Bernard and John Sturm, J. Gebhai'Jt and 
Hchaefer. They arrived safe on the other side of 
the Cottonwood. All the freight was safely trans- 
ported across the river, except a barrel of whisky, 
which the teamBteis had partially emptied before 
they got to the ferry. It was quite late in the day 
and J. Brust, one of the hands, suggested to leave 
the barrel till the nest morning; but Adam replied 
that they wanted to have a good time that evening, 
ftnd consequently were sorely in need of the barrel. 
The boat was again rowed across to get the whisky. 
Brust, Adam and Bauer, returning with the barrel, 
started to cross the river with this last article of 
their freight. The boat unfortunately capsized, 
and poor Adam was drowned. His wife and 
children witnessed the ead spectacle from the 
bank of the river. His body was found about half 
B mile below where the acoident occurred. Ha 



had nine hundrecl dollars in his pockets. At 
another time B. man named Hiirimaiiu was alao 
drowned in the same place. He was skating, 
broke through the ice, and floating down was 
crashed by the water-wheel. 

The immigrants from Cincinnati, generally 
called the Cincinnati Company, built a eaw-mill 
and a flouring- mill in 1857. Each share-holder 
was to pay in a certain amount; but since many 
on account of the scarcity of money could not 
kee]) their promises, a great deal of trouble arose, 
which led to serious disturbances. Tbey had 
, placed their affairs in tlie hands of Schell and 
Schultz. Later on the mill was rented to Gebser 
and Sohwertfeger, but it was set on fire by the 
Indians in 1862. It was rebuilt by Bulm, Fisher 
and Sherer, and again destroyed by fire in 1873. 
After that it was not rebuilt, Belm associating 
himself with another company who erected upon 
another site the preseut " New Ulm City Mills." 
It has been said that veiy little wheat was raised 
at that time, the same yielding veiy poorly at firat. 
The business of the two mills was consequently 
rather poor. Corn, rye and buckwheat were 
principally brought to the mills, and but very 
little wheat. The employes received only from 
three to six pounds of flour a week. The quantity 
of flour to be divided among them was at one 
time one hundred and twenty pounds, but there 
were sixty bags open to receive it. Things neces- 
sary for the running of the mills were difficult to 
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A. Sohall, the present owner of a brew- 
^ at that time tbe eagineer. at the milt^ was at 
ft time sent to a store to get some oil, but could 
Pget any for the Cincinnati mill. The Chicago 
Si did not fare much better. It had also been 
into a flouring njill. Mr. Pfenninger 
e tried in vain to obtain some leather to repair 

Ut, 

Et the year 1868 the Turners began to treat 
r hall, which was also to serve the community 
Ba place for entertainmenta and meetings. 
rybody, without regard to religious oiSliations, 
E part in this building. Shares were sold in 
t to obtain the necessary funds, and Sundays 
Nell OiB week-days Ihe work went on. But for 
^g time harmony did not reign supreme among 
j^flitizens. So-called church people were han- 
I rather roughly, Many a zealous free-thinker 
ted himself too much, and the leading news- 
"N»w Ulm Pioneer," edited by Naegele 
I Gerstenhauer, had a great deal to say, Im- 
i with their socialistic views, they entertained 
^alee idea that religious congregations in a free 
pwere detrimental to the public welfare, and a 
prolific source of dissensions among the people. 
The columns of the " New Ulm Pioneer" of that 
time, setting fortt the social and religious con- 
dition of affairs, contain many items of great 
interest to the histoiHan. Tiois mieconception of 
the idea of freedom brought great discredit upon 
the city of New Ulm, especially among religious 



pcop]«. The same feelings were outerfaiDed 
towird all wlio were nr>t Germaus, egpedalty 
toward those whom they called " Ameiicaua.*' 
This was a great financial drawbaci to the town. 
Of oourfle the Turnera were made responsible (or 
it all. 

The " New Ulm Turner Society" was eatablished 
at Beiter& Kocke's store, two miles northwest of 
New Ulm, on Kauas', now Ptaender's, farm. This 
store is, however, not to be compared to one on 
Lake street, Chicago, or on Broadway, New York, 
It was a simple log house, almost without a roof; 
and more than a dozen umbrellas were regularly 
made use of on a rainy day io order to proteot 
the little stock of goods against the destructiTe 
element. 

The Turners' first hall was set on fire by the 
Indians in 18G2. The Government reimbursed 
the society, and they built a large hall of brick. 
The ■' New Ulm Land Company" was iliasolved, 
and its assets handed over to the society, which 
enabled it to aild a large wing to the hall in 
1872. This wing is at present used for Bocial 
gatherings and a saloon. The structure is noiTi 
with the esception of the new Catholic church, 
the largest in the city of New Ulm. 

The first ohnreh established at New Ulm was the 
Methodist, Just prior to the Indian outbreak in 
1862 the first two churches, belonging to the 
Methodists and Catholics, respectively, were built 
of wood. The Catholic church viaa not yet oom- 
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^eted when both of them were set on fire by the 
Sudians. The members of the different ohurches 
hod several jears before tbat time tried to unite 
for the purpoBe of building a, church for the use of 
all denominations. The material wfis already on 
band when the undertaking was dropped. The 
CfttholicB and Lutherans have now fine churches 
of brick. All the denominations have built rec- 
tories and have their resident pastors. Gatho- 
licB number 500 families, Lutherans 120, Method- 
ists 25, and the Congregationalists 16. The 
Catholic congregation, organized by Bev. Alexan- 
der Berghold on the lOtb day of January, 1869, 
have a splendid school house and an academy, 
which is Bucceasfully conducted by Sisters of 
Charity who were expelled from Germany under 
Bismarck. The Mbboub erected a Lodge in 1873, 
and in 1874 the Odd Fellows tlid the same. 
There is a Lodge of the United Order of Workmen 
with a large membership, and also a Lodge of the 
Sons of Herrmann, in this prosperous little city. 
The Lutherans have recently built a fine, large 
college in a beautifully situated plot outside of 
New Ulm, and a building for a Reformed Church 
is now in progress. 

The St. Alexander's Hospital, founded by the 
author of this book in 1884, is now under the 
charge of experienced Sistera from Fort Wayne, 
m., who are untiring in their miniBtrations to the 
aiok Bnd poor of this locality. The building is a 
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16, and tlie grounds ore ample, with a 

if pure spring water ruciiiiig tbtough them all tlie 

year. The patients are well oared for, and the 

charges remarkable for their moderation. 

Not with standing the many difficulties aad priva- 

s with which the settlers had to contend dui- 

^ the first years, their number is continually on 

crease, in town as well as in the country. 

among the German immigrants who, 

klthough in a strange land, desired to live like 

Q-ermans in Germany, and speak their mother^ 

tongue and preserve their old customs and hablta, 

Hrere especially attracted to this thoroughly G-er- 

paan settlement, where they could feel at home. 

i beaiities of that country, the fertility of the 

, the attraction of its prairies, its sparldijig 

Irooks, its charming lakes filled with fish and 

■urrounded by all manner of trees and shrubbery, 

Ihese were eveiywhere and eloquently set forth. 

Hor could they be easily exaggerated, for the 

lur and beauty of the country are all thatia 

i for it. 

y a German has had cause for regret that 
circumstances prevented him from going to Uie 
Dorado of New Ulm, where the wild grapevines, 
a hundred feet in height, climb the primeval forest 
ti'cos, and iu the springtime &l\ the air with swe«t 
fragrance; in the fall they offer refreshment to th« 
weary traveler. "While it is a melancholy fact that 
e beautiful red juice is unheoi'ahly sour, yet itis 
tousidered a fine drink among the farmeis. Hard 



DAla OP HOBBOtt OS THB FBOHTlSB. 51 

., caused by the pniiiG of 1857, drove many 
b of the large citiea who were ansious to pro- 
cure s home of theii own; and to such New Ulm 
and its Burrounilings were verj inviting. They 
came, the Getmau sons and daughters, from the 
shores of the North Sea to the Adriatic, from 
Lorraine to the Nera; from all the countries and 
provipcea of Germauy did they pour in, Emper- 
ors, IdEgs and princes, with the heavily- burdened 
homes in the old country, had no such attractions 
to offer as the country around the Minnesota 
beyond the Mississippi. There is hardly a settle- 
ment of 0-ermane to be found where the different 
dialects are so well represented as in New Ulm. 
No wonder, then, that German farmers were so 
numerous after a few years. The beat places 
were always looked tor, and many less inviting 
tracts of land were passed by, which fact accounts 
for the population being so scattered through the 
country. Another reason for this may he found 
in the search for i-ivers, lakes and forests. If one 
of these charming places could be found unoccu- 
pied, many would go several days' journey beyond 
New Ulm to get it. And thus did this country 
and its courageous and progressive inhabitants 
advance steadily and rapidly towards a great and 
prosperous future. The year 18(52 gave great 
promise by its good crops to lill the struggling 
settlers with new courage and cai'ry them safely 
Uirough all their difficulties and trials. But alas! 
the hand that guides the destinies of men had 
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iaed otherwiee. The courageous settlers were 
pay for tlieir homeB, not by the sweat of 
r brow, but with their blood. Their bouaea 
I to be devoured by the flames, their crops 
*Were to be ruined by the hand of the destroyer; 
and, instead of the cheerful harvest-song, came 
thfi war-cry of fighting men, the heart-rending 
BOttnd of the orphan's voice, and the doleful 
pleadings of the dying mother, because the red 
man was thirsting for revenge and blood and had 
oome to get it. 



CHAPTER IV. 



The Indian Tribes. ^-NadowoBBJes or Doliotas. — Cnstoms and 
MnunerB of the In dianB.— Fishing and Hunting. — Indian 
Womon.— Civilizad India nB.—Arma and Means of Snb- 
BiBtenGB. — Diaeases. — Keligiona Ideaa. — Victnas and 
Tiosa of the Indiana. — PoljgBiny. — Iloapitallty.— Artis- 
tic TaotB.— Oruelty in War.— Ecduranoe. 

THE Indians who took part in the outbreak of 
18(i2 belonged to the Sioux or Dakota tribe. 
It is the same tribe mentioned in Schiller's 
" Nadoweseiauhe Todtenklage," for Nadowessies 
and Dakota Indians are the some. They are 
divided into four great tribes: Medawakontoa, 
Wahpekuta, Wahpeton and Sisaeton, who occupy 
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a large territory west of the MissIsBippi; from the 
boi'dera of Iowa along the Miesi^aippt, up to tbe 
Minnesota, and stretching far into Dakota. Th^ 
are, like roost of the Indian tribes, of great bodily 
strength, a slim and pleading stature, and remark- 
able for their shrewdness and deceit. Their feat- 
ures are rather long, and they have a dark but 
not repulsive conipleKion. 

They are continually wandering about, and con- 
sequently use for means of subsistence whatever 
Nature offers thorn . Fishing and hunting are their 
principal sources of support. In the spring of 
the year they often make sugar and syrup from 
the juice of the maple, and during the summer 
they gather wild rice and berries. This work la 
done by the squaws. The Indian regards his wife 
as a slave, and he thinks it below his dignity to do 
hard work. When they travel, the women not 
only carry the papooses and baggage, but also 
lead the beasts of burden, which in the absence ol 
a wagon or a sled, carry the tepee, etc., upon their 
backs. He often compels her, although weighed 
down under a heavy burden , to carry even his gun 
so that he can trot along with greater ease. When 
they find a place where fuel and water are con- 
venient, or where hunting and lishing are good, 
(he women will have to go to woi'k and set up the 
tepee and bring in whatever is necessary, except ^ 
the game, which he provides. A few so-called 
civilized Indians till the soil, but they seldom 
) anything except corn and potatoes. These 
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drees like the whites, and they were formerly sup- 
plied by the GoTernraejit with iarming imple- 
mentB, horses, cattle, etc. They are very proad 
of the dress of the whites, which, in their o&se, 
often consists merely of a high hat and a Bhiit. 
They are generally despised, however, by the real 
Indians who treat every kind of head-drese with 
contempt except their own peculiar one, and 
whose only covering consists of n woolen blanliet 
or a buffalo-robe; and they live in tents or tepeea. 
These prefer to dress gayly, cover themselves with 
all manner of trumpery, and fold the skin of aa 
animal around their body so as to look as much 
aa possible like the animal itself. In summer 
they appear mostly in Adam's costume, with the 
addition of a gun and a pipe. 

Their arms are bows and arrows, guns, knlTSB, 
and a sort of hatchet called a tomahawk. Their 
necessaries of life are veiy few and simple. They 
never wash their meat, and seem to have a dislike 
for all water except fire-water (whisky). Still 
they admire a clean white shirt very much. A 
kettle, a few pots and the skins of animals com- 
pose all their furniture, and they eat their food, 
especially meat, half raw, and devour even tha 
entrails raw. Their appetite is prodigious. When- 
ever they obtain anything palatable they eat and 
eat without regard to their real needs or the com- 
ing day. Hence it not unfrequently happens that 
they are compelled to fast for days at a time. 
They are not much troubled with any dtseaee 
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except tbe 8mall-pox, find their medictne-men 
tave in vain tried by all manner of Borceriee and 
strange exorcisms to banish that dreadful visitoT. 
A cripple, lame or deaf and dumb, is seldom found. 
They love their ponies, and keep a large number, 
if at all possible. But during the winter they lose 
a good many, because in their improvidence they 
do not save any hay, and having no barns or shel- 
ter for them, the poor creatures perish from cold 
and starvation. They believe in a Great Spirit, 
Manitu, think a great deal of ceremonies over their 
dead, but bang them lip on posts exposed to the sun 
until they are dried up. Their romantic life, their 
fidelity, their h'iendship and strength of character, 
■which some writers tell us about, is very pleasant 
sentimental reading — that is all. The Indian is 
always serious, seldom laughs or jokes, and is an 
nncomtortable and mistrustful companion. He 
understands begging above all things. He never 
forgets an offence, but is very apt to forget acta 
of kindness, for which the year 1862 turnisheB 
ample proof. With the Indians revenge is a virtue, 
and they practice polygamy. Their hospitality, 
however, is worthy of all praise. The stranger 
receives the best pelt for his bed, and the host 
keeps up a warm hre with his own hands if tbe 
pale-face happens to remain in his tent over night 
during winter. 

If you never Lave had an opportunity to see an 
Indian, you may look at a gipsy; there is a great 
limilarity between them. Many of them show real 




artiBtic taste in tbe making of trinketB. Tbey a 
skilUul in the oae of arme, keen in the cliaee and 
relentless in pursuing an enemy; they love nois; 
inuBical iuatrunients and the dance after their own 
fashion. Their natural senses are sharp and more 
fully developed than those of the whites. They 
are cruel iii war, and prefer deceit and strategam 
to an open battle. After a fight they scalp theii 
dead enemies before they think of carrying off 
theii booty; for they take great pride in possess- 
ing a large number of scalps, because they indi- 
cate the number of enemies they have slain. 
They ornament their heads with feathers, which 
they consider " wakaii " (holy). They can endure 
more hardship than the whites, and are wonder- 
ful runners, many of them being able to overtake 
a swift horse. In hiding their feelings and in eelf- 
Gontrol they can do wonders. They suffer pain 
with stolid indifference, and their wounds heal 
quickly. To leave one of their dead in the hands 
of the enemy is looked upon as a foreboding evil 
and the greatest ignominy that could happen to 
them. 
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of the Oalhrenk.— Nat iv ism. —Indiana the teal 
fUtiTSB. — Land Furuliaae fcom tlie Indians. — ^Piesent 
1 Dakotft Territory. — Iniliim Tteatiea. — Treaty of 
SfasUngton, 1S3T. — Treaty of Travdrae dea Sioux, 1651. 
-^Treaty ol 1358. —Indiana clicated ont ol their Money. 
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Lkznnder Bamsey and Hagh Tyler. — A Gigaatio Swin- 
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d Deceivers lake tlis Money.— A deceiving Delivery of 
— Ghsftling everywhere.— HoQses bnilt for the 
, but they never occupy them.— An Tnilian 
— PiouB Mififlionatiea. — ProenreiB and Half- 



THE history o£ the Indians in general, from 
the days of Cortez to our own, is the story 
of a continual defeat of physical power tiattling 
against superior wisdom, and in which the shrewd 
■whites mostly followed the principle of a cruel 
Brennus, that justice is at the point of the sword. 
It is erident that the red man ia the oriRinal owner 
of America, and that he alone can he justly called 
American. How ridiculous is it, therefore, for 
those of the whites whose forefathers or parents 
immigrated to America some years ago to be so 
extremely proud of their nationality as Americans 
and look upon the new-comer ynth contempt ! 
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How absard ia that spirit of nativism that would 
treat the immigrant aa a stranger or foreigner and 
deprive him of his rights ! Poor American Anglo- 
Saxon race I dost thou not remember that thy au- 
Mstors were intimately related to the forefathers 
tho "Dutchmen"? Thou haat not even a 
ither-tougue, if in thy pride na an Americaa 
lou denieat thy Euglish nationality. If thou 
wert a real American, thou wouldat speak the 
Indian and not the English language. Thou 
mouldst deny that thou art a Galilean: " but thy 
apeech doth certainly betray thee." And, haply, 
what thou art iu this country of thy adoption 
every immigrant can be made in a short time, if he 
' iclaree hjs intention to become an American 
And the immigrant baa, moreover, the 
ileaaure of speaking his own mother- tongue. 

But," it ia aaid, "the land belongs to the 
whites." Of course, it does; but it waa mostly 
wrongfully seized. Although the different Indian 
tribes were frequently obliged to relinquish large 
tracta of land to the whites under treaties, this 
was a result of the white man'a ahrewdneas. It 
waa a battle between superior wisdom and natural 
simplicity. The Indiana consented to a treaty, 
because they were obliged to, and the whites 
made use of the treaty to force from them new con- 
cessions. Yes, and if personal interests could bo 
advanced thereby, they would not keep their 
Ijromisea at all. This was frequently the cause of 
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^outbreak, because the Indians had no other 

_ LQs of defending theic rights. 

In regard to the recent troubles in and around 
the Block Hills in Dakota, where the Indians had 
gone on the war-path and three Generals ordered 
out, a, St. Louis paper says: "And as soon as 
these three powerful armies have completely sur- 
rounded the few hundred Sioux, every red mao^ 
women and children are not expressly included — 
is to be unmercifully cut down. "Why have these 
' rogues ' rebelled against the gold-hunters who 
only tried to ' annex' a territory which had been 
granted to the Indians only by treaty ? 

" Meanwhile we beg to say, that, according to 
official dispatches, the fears entertained that the 
Sioux might attack Fort Lincoln is a mere canard, 
The TTnited States are not attacked by the Indians, 
but the Indians are attacked by the United States 
army," 

One of the most important treaties was that of 
1837, made at Washington between J. Poinsett 
and the chief of the Medawakonton tribe, whereby 
all lands east of the Mississippi, in as far as they 
were in the possession of the Indians, were ceded 
to the United States, in consideration of an annual 
payment in cash. By this treaty the whole of the 
State of Wisconsin and that part of Minnesota 
lying east of the Miasisippi were opened to set- 
tlers, who soon came in large numbers. The ter- 
ritory west of the Mississippi, still in the hands of 
the different tribes of the Sioux, was so attractive 
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to the white eettler that it was difficult to prevent 
him from taking posseasioa of it, in epite of the 
treaties. Accordingly the Government purcbaeed 
by the treaty of Traverse dea Sioux, made July 23, 
1851, between Lee and Eamaey, all lands in lova 
and Minnesota. The purchased territory con- 
tained over thirty million acres of mostly fertile 
land. This treaty, however, included only the 
lands belonging to the Wuhpeton and Sisseton 
tribes; those belonging to the Medawakonton 
and Wahpekuta tribes were likewise purchased by 
the Crovernment on the 5th of August of the same 
year. All four tribes belong to the Sioux ot Da- 
kota nation. Most of the lands in the present 
State of Minnesota were thereby opened to B6t- 
tlers. The Indians kept a EeserTation. The 
Wahpetous and Siaaetoua received a tract on 
the upper Minnesota, beginning with the Hawk, 
north of the Minnesota and Yellow Medicine rivers, 
and south of the Minnesota up to Big Stone Lake 
and Lake Traverse, in all about twenty miles wide 
by a hundred miles long. The Medawakontons 
and Wahpekutas received a strip of land on both 
banks of the Minnesota below the first Beaervation, 
twenty miles wide and fifty mi\ea long, coming 
within ten miles of New Ulm. Theae Beservationa 
remained in the hands of the respective tribes. On 

account of the tract belonging to the latter tribes 
being located below that belonging to the former, 

t waa generally called Lower Keservation and tba 
;her Upper Beaervatiou. The Indians were also 
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1 as the Upper lodiaus and tha Lower lu- 

1 1858 the Government purehaaed that portion 

6 Keaerration Ijiog north of the Minnesota, so 

i the Indians retained only a strip of laud ten 

B wide and one hundred and lifty miles long. 

f the portion thus ceded, costing the Govern- 

. about a cent an aure, two hundred and 

mty-five thousand dollars were to be paid au- 

ily to the chiefs of the Siasetona and "Wahpe- 

, and also thirty thousand dollars for the 

^cation of these tribes. The Medawakontoua 

£1 "Wahpekutaa were also to receive two hundred 

basand dollars annually, payable to their chiefs, 

Y thousand dollars tor their education, 

ernment promising the Indians at the time to 

.1 in its power for their education, elevation 

t civilization. The whole sum to be paid an- 

r for fifty years was, therefore, about five 

Ldrsd and fifty-iive thousand dollars. 

hie honest debt, contractod by the Government, 

, with the exception of an insignificant portion 

., never paid; and this was the principal cause 

b dissatisfaction and revolt of the Indians. 

i Government did, indeed, pay the stipulated 

. regularly, but the superintendents, agents, 

,, to whom the money was entrusted for distri- 

a and payment, managed to keep the greater 

m of it for Ibemselves. 

9 following extracts which, alas I contain 

iher slander nor exaggeration, nor misrepre- 
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sentation of real facts, will give the reader an idea 
of how the Indians were treated. The author of 
this work, if it were not for the sake of hiatorioal 
facte, would rather have many things unnoticed 
which were admitted only upon the unimpeach- 
able testimony of those who were for years eye- 
witnesses of the treatment the Indians received at 
the hands of Government employes. Moreover, 
the ofBcial reports of iuveatigationa made, al- 
though very partial, contain enough to make every 
honest man blush. 

A prominent officer, Major Kitzing Pritohette, 
being sent from Washington to inyestigate the 
numerous complaints of gigantic swindles raised 
by the Indians, in his official report says: 

" The complaints which are made at all their 
meetings refer to the imperfect fulfillment or non- 
compliance with the conditions of the treaty. " 

Tag-ma-ua, a chief of the assembled Indians, 
said in his presence: 

" The Indians sold their land in Traverse des 
Sioux. I say what they tell us. For fifty years 
we were to receive fifty thousand dollars annually, 
and we were promised three hundred thousand 
dollars'. We have seen nothing of it." 

At the same meeting, Mahpya Wicasta (Man-of 
the-Cloud), the second chief of the aseembU-d 
Indians, said: 

" In the treaty of Traverse des Sioux we were 
to receive two hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars as soon as we had entered upon the land 
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pointed out to us by tiie Goyerument, Tell iia 
wLat was done with it? Every pale-face knows 
that we are for the paat live years on the territory 
named in the treaty, and as yet we have received 
none of the money." 

A principal cause of these enormous ewindlee 
was the eo-oalted traders, who were consequently 
also the cause of the disi^atief action of the Indians. 
These traders are merchants licensed by the Gov- 
ernment to sell goods to the Indians, or to trade 
with them. Since, as a rule, the Indiana had no 
money to pay for the goods they bought, the 
trader would bring his billa to the paymaster at 
the time payment was to be loade to the Indians, 
if suuh time ever came, acd the Indians being 
neither able to read nor write, these bills were 
shamefully and unmercifully enlarged. The sums 
thus deducted from the amounts due the Indians 
was a transaction as cruel as it was unjust, but 
the poor red man "its helpless. His complaint 
could be lodged only through an interpreter, 
who, although under oath, managed through the 
powerful influence of traders and other employes 
to conceal the truth as much as possible. Others, 
though commanding both languages, were not lis- 
tened to by the agent. The Indians were often ao 
much cheated that they had as little after a pay- 
ment, which would amount to hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars, as they had before. 

Judge Young, sent from "Washington to investi- 
gate the complaints against Alexander Kamsey, at 
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that time Supei-iuteoclent of Indian Affairs, and 
later Governor of Miuueaota, says in Wa report: 

"Alexander Ramsey waa principally accused of 
having, in apito of the protests of the Indiana, in 
violation of tlie laws of the treaties, and ia utter 
disregard of the aoleran promiese upon the part 
of the Government, paid the greater portion ot 
the money to a man named Hugh Tyler for pay- 
ment or distribution among the Indians or half- 
breeds. According to the treatiea the money was 
to be paid to the chiefs." 

And thus of the two hundred and seventy-five 
thousand dollars which should have been paid to 
the Indians, according to Article IV of the treaty 
of Traverse des Sioux. Kamsey gave two hundred 
and fifty thousand to Hugh Tyler under the pre- 
text that the money belonged to traders and balf- 
breeda. Mr. Tyler also received seventy thousand 
of the one hundred and ten thousand dollars, 
which, according to the treaty of August 5th, 1851, 
should have been paid to the Medawakontons. 
Altogether, of the three hundred and eighty-five 
thousand dollars belonging to the Indians, Tyler 
received three hundred and twenty thousand as a 
recompense for his labors in the Senate in behalf 
of the treaties, and also to reimburse him for his 
expenses in securing the consent of the chiefs. 
Such were his claims. 

During the year 1857 a number of Indians were 
induced by a trader to sign a paper, the object of 
which, be said, was to cause a portion of the 
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them. * But the officers appointed by the Gov- 
ernment to deal with the Indiana managed to 
eeoure the benefits of the treaties for themselTes. 
From the firat to the last they were united for the 
one purpose of deceiving the Indians. How the 
Indians received their stipulated provisionB, cloth- 
ing, etc., may be illuatrated by one example. It 
was in the year 1865. A large number of barrels 
of flour and meat were to be Bent from Henderson, 
Sibley Co., Minn., to Fort Abercrombie. The 
contractors, in order to obtain the neceBsary con- 
veyances at the lowest possible figure, deferred 
the delivery of these provisions so long that th( 
whole train was snowed in over a hundred milea 
from the Port. The barrels were simply put on 
the open prairie and the teamsters came back. 
When the poor, half-starved Sious were informed 
of this some time after, they started out to get the 
provisions, but, instead of good flour they found 
bran and shorts, and flour made from Bpoiled 
wheat, which could not be uaed for bread; and 
yet the contractors received nearly fifteen dollait 
a barrel for the lot. 

Those who are acquainted with the management 
of Indian affairs at this present time must acknow- 
ledge that there has been no change for the better. 
The same complaints and the same systematic 
swindles are the prolific cause of continual blood- 

* The Indian Migaioas were ia the handa of the Epiei 



, and probably will not cease till the last red 
1 is dead. 

The principal agent divides the money allotted 
to the Icdiane among sub-officers and traders, 
who, at the time of pnyment, receives enormous 
sums of money for pretended services rendered 
and goods sold to the Indiana. Contractors, 
whose business it was to procure whatever was 
needed at the agency, such as provisions, horses 
and cattle, farming implements, etc., charged 
enormously for their services. The Indiana were 
to be supplied with good horses nnd cattle, but 
they received the worst and the poorest, for which 
they had to pay five times the ordinary value. 
The Indians not knowing the real value of the 
article, were continually swindled. A valuable 
buffalo hide waa often given for a pound of sugar. 
Many paid from three to five dollars for a drink of 
whisky. A certain quantity of fuel was to be 
delivered to them annually. This was, despite 
their protests, cut on their own land, and they 
were compelled to pay a high price for it. A large 
mill was built of funds belonging to the Indians, 
and still they had to pay a high price for whatever 
they obtained from there. Houses were erected 
for the Indians for the sole pur]>ose of giving the 
contractors a chance ; the Indians preferred to Uve 
in their tepees. Many of the Indians had fine 
houses of brick, but remained in their tepees. 
One very interesting feature was how they were 
taught the different arts and sciences. Some em- 
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plojes were continually building fences only to be 
used for fuel by the Indiana. They would plow 
and BOW at all aeaBOua of the year simply to show 
the Indians how it was done. One Usndnll, em- 
ployed aa a. teacher, used to driye bis pupils away 
from Bchool with a whip, but drew his salaiy 
amounting to sBveral thouaand dollars regularly. 
The pious missionaries * caused cburcbes and fine 
residences for themselves to be built out of fundg 
belonging to the Indians, and there tbey would 
reside in evangelical poverty with their wives and 
children, and with all their severity towards the 
Indians, would not even take notice of the fact 
that Indian girls and yuung women were subjected 
to a most shameful and disgraceful treatment &t 
the hands of Government employes. There were 
even procurers among the Indians, who, in con- 
sideration of good pay and good treatment, did 
all in their power to assist the whites in morally 
ruining the Indians, The consequence of such 
debauoberlea are, alaal weighed down with the 
curse of sin. The half-breeds generally practice 
the vices of both the white and the red man 
without poaseesing any of the virtues of either. 



'TLc so-ualled spiritu^ fiffnira n-ere in the Lands of 
misBiouaries of tbeEpiaoopal cliaroh nho drew large aaloriea. 
Dr, WilUamBon nnd Dt. Biggs were the rectora of tha mia- 
Bion, They must not have been vary populnr, Hince of Iha 
thirty-eight Indinna condemned to deatb at Maubato, In 
1862, thirty-six were reeeiveil into the CathoUo ohurch. 
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Continualion ol the CauseB iif the Outbreak. ^A Pay-dsy, — 
The SieaetOD Cliief Mnzaslia. — Fkn to Attnuk tba 
Whites fails, — Chiefa X*an Bear and InkpaiJuta. — 
Abbci as i nation ot luany WMtBM by Ihp Indians.— Little 
Crow. — New Attempts to Civilize. — Poor Cropa anil 
Poverty of the IndianB.— Civil War and the Iniiiani.— 
New DiBBgreeiuants. — Anxiety of the Indiana nbnut their 
Money.— Soldier't Lodge. — Siena ut a Coming Eevolt. — 
A GovemmBUt Warahouae. — Keyville Hangers. ^T wo 
Germans killed.— Three Watchmen and one Prisoner. — 
Anxiety of the Settlers and f alae Beiiorta. 

SDCH was the compensation the Isdians had 
received for their benutiful hunting grounds. 
And their treatment at the hands of the whites 
WRB at times that of a dog. Great was their joy 
when the "great" pay-day came. A tew days pre- 
Tioue they gathered at the agency. The promises 
of the agent to give them full pay increased their 
joy. As soon as the Indian money had arrived 
payments began to be made. A sufficient number 
of soldiers were called to keep order during the 
time. These were placed around the paymttster, 
and then the Indians, heads of families, wore 
called to receive the money, twenty-five dollars 
per head. The agent held out the money and the 
Indian wanted to take it, but there stood the 
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kders and contractors with their eacke open, 

mding the ngeot theii bills, about wbicb the 

deceived Indian frequently knew nothing. The 

L could take his family and go. Another 

B him who seldom fares better. If, however, 

B of them carries off some money, he will soon 

let with gamblers and saloon keepers who are 

irewd enough, despite aeyere laws, to catch the 

let penny from the unBophieticated red man. If 

B lodges complaint with the agent, be finds that 

e evil cannot be undone. The agent remembers 

3 that many a gold coin has found its way into 

s own pocket on account of his serrices at the 

e of payment. But the Indian is shrewd and 

rise enough to understand these actions of the 

. man, and consequently cannot but h 

h (Uid despise him and look upon him as a dangerooa 

enemy. 

Every one knew that the quantity of anoh oom- 
bustihle material was immense, and that a great 
conflagration was even at the doors. In the year 
1852 the dissatisfaction among the Indians was 
already so great that serious danger was to be 
feared. The chief of the Sisseton, Mazasha (Red 
Iron), had, on account of his bad behavior, to 
be deprived of his dignity as chief by Eamaey, the 
Superintendent of Indian Atiairs. This took place 
at a meeting iu December, 1852, Ked Iron was 
the real typo of an Indian chief, some six feet 
high, strongly built, a finely-shaped head, a prom- 
inent nose and piercing eyes. He was clftd in the 



ooatame of a I>atot« chief; about (ortv vears old, 
shrewd, proud and determiDed, and answered 
boldl; aad prompU; the questions and objectioDS 
raised b; Bamsey. He had considerable talents 
as an orator. When Bamsey insisted upon getting 
his signature for the purpose of retaining a con- 
siderable sum of money from funds belonging to 
the Indians in order to pay some old debts due 
the traders. Red Iron, raising himself to his full 
height, pressing his hand firmly upon his scalp- 
ing kniye, with a firm and determined look at the 
agent, said: 

■' We want our pay, and we will sign no paper 
except a receipt for the money. The snow covers 
the ground, and we are still waiting for our money. 
We are very poor; you have plenty. Tour fires 
bum well; your tents are well closed against the 
cold. We have nothing to eat. We wait a long 
time for our money. Many of our people are sick 
from hunger. We will have to die, because you 
do not pay us. Wfl may die, and if so we will 
leave our bones unburied, so that our Great 
Father may see how hia Dakota children died. 
"Wo have sold our hunting grounds and no less 
the graves of our fathers. We also sold our own 
graves. We do not know where we shall bury 
our dead, and you will not pay the money for that 
land." 

After this well- delivered speech the chief was 
taken prisoner. Ihe air began to tremble before 
the hideous yelU of the Dakota warriors, and 




med Indians hurried from all sidea to a place 
upon whicli tbe bones of dead warriors were 
strewn about. Leau Bear, a favorite among the 
warriors of Red Iron's band, a determined and 
powerful Indian, dropped his blanket and grasped 
the scalping knife with hia right hand and re- 
counted all the great deeds of their imprisoned 
cliiof, whereupon they cried "Ho! ho!" After 
that he said to them: 

'■ DnkotasI the great men ore among as; they 
hold Mazasha imprisoned like a wolf; they want 
to kill him because he prevents the white men to 
cheat us of our laud and the money which the 
Great Father Las sent us. 

He was interrupted by a thundering " Hoi hot" 
but continued: 

"Dakotasl shall we starve in the snow lite 
buffaloes? Shall we permit oui' blood to freeze 
like the waters of a. brook, or shall we paint the 
snow with the blood of white warriors ?" 

" Ho! ho!" answered the savages, and the war- 
cry resounded in the whole assembly. 

"Dakotasl" he continued, "the blood of yonr 
fathers cries to you from their graves; their spirits 
embrace us and make us strong. I am glad of it. 
Even this very night shall the blood of the pale- 
faces flow like water in a shower, and Mezasha 
shall fight with bis i)eople. Dakotasl as soon as 
the moon hides behind the hills prepare your- 
selves, and I will lead you against the long knives 
(bayonets and swords) of the white men who have 
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come to Bwiudle ub, to rob us of our land, and to 
impriaon ub, because we do not assist them to rob 
OUT wives and children. Dakotaa! be without 
fear; we have more warriors than the whites. Be 
ready! When the moon sinks I will lead jou to 
their tents." 

A balf-breed reported at the agenoj, and Xiean 
Bear did not carry out bis intention, Proof of 
imminent danger from the part of the irritated 
Indians was given iu the year 1857. Inkpaduta 
(Searlet-red Point), an indejjendent and aggressive 
chief, was excluded from the annual payment 
because he had killed Jac-Sagi, the chief of the 
Wahpekutas, and several of bis relatives. Many 
outlawed and irrepressible Indians gathered 
around him. Through robbing and stealing they 
became a terror to the frontier settlers, who took 
the rifles from the Indians and bid them in order 
to escape greater danger. The Indians, already 
irritated, found their rifles and came armed into 
the settlement of Spirit Lake, southwest of the 
Minnesota, and asked for something to eat, which 
they obtained. Soon after came Inkpaduta and 
hie followers, twelve in number, with two boya and 
some women, who likewise demanded something 
to eat. When the settler answered that he had 
nothing more, Inkpaduta said to his oldest son 
that it was disgraceful to beg of these people for 
flomething to eat, which they ought to take and 
not wait until it was thrown to them as if they 
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doga, whereupon the obief's aou immediatelj 
shot and killed the settler. 

And not onlj' the assassination of the whole 
family followed, but the Indians went from housa 
to house in the entire settlement and killed all the 
settlers with the exception of four women, whom 
they abused moat terribly. From there thsy wenfe 
to Springfield, at the mouth of Shetek or Pelioao 
Lake, where they remained for a few days and did^ 
some trading with one Wood and his brother. 
The two Woods informed the Indians that soldiers 
were after them, whereupon both were killed and 
their house burned to the ground. After havings 
killed seventeen more in that neighborhood thev^ 
were driven back by the settlers. 

The entire number of the killed was forty-seven. 
Of the four captured women two (Stephens and 
Noble) were put to death, and two (Marble and 
Gardner) were set free by the Wabpeton Sioux. 
The three Indians who did this were rewarded 
with one thousand dollars each. With the aid of' 
friendly Indians the soldiers pursued the outlaws, 
and Inkpaduta and eleven of his followers were 
killed. The others were followed up, and three 
were killed and one wounded, whereupon Little 
Crow, the leader of the friendly tribe, said that: 
they had done enough to punish the Indians aad 
to earn their reward. This same Little Crow 
became later on the principal leader of the out- 
break. 

C. W. Thompson and T. Galbraith were the 



^dian agents all of the year 1861. Duriog the 
month of June, the new agents and many new 
employee settled with their families on the Keser- 
ToUon, with the good intention of civilizing the 
bdians. They proceeded without prudence and 
knowledge of human natiue. The system to be 
followed by the employes was to tame the savages 
by force. Many means employed to obtain this 
end, and which were oonsiJered reasonable, were 
so directly opposed to the views, customs and 
manners of the Indians, that they were seriously 
offended thereby, Conscious of physical power 
and shrewdness they committed the error of all 
tyrants who believe themselves secure when they 
cftn manage to keep the body in subjection with- 
out having gained the heart. These false notions 
bore evil fruit, especially under this new manage- 
ment. Then came the close of the year 1861, 
vhich was verj- unfavorable for the Indians, 
Crops were poor, especially among the upper 
Sioux- Bugs had completely destroyed the corn 
belonging to the Siasetons, and the grain belong- 
ing to the Wahpetons, Medawakontons and Wah- 
pekutas was also partly ruined. 

The poverty of the tribes was so great that by 
the middle of December, fifteen hundred of them 
had to be provided with provisions in order to 
save them from starvation. A fearful snow-storm 
came during the latter part of February, 18()2, 
and this frustrated their hopes of soon being able 
to supply themselves with game, Tinder these 



■ircumataaces tliey anxiously waited for the pay- 
lay ot 1862. They knew all about the great 
Civil War which was then in progresB, and thia 
nncreased their fears that the QoTernmeat might 
not be able to pay them. They also desired to see 
the North whipped, bo that they might be enabled 
to complde the work. There are those who think 
that some who were in aympathy with the South 
did all they could to induce the Indians into mis- 
chief. Misled by unfavorable reports the Indians 
imagined that they hud to fight only with old men, 
women and children, and that they had reason to 
fear that they never would receive any more money. 
The different tribes went to the agency early to 
demand their pay. The agents told them thej 
would receive their money, but did not know 
when, which caused great dissatisfaction among 
the Indians. In the course of time from five to 
six thousand were gathered there. All were full 
of fear and miatrust lest they might not receive 
their money. Their want was bo great that many 
died of hunger, others lived on roots and raw- 
corn. Reports were circulated by some of the 
whites that the Government was becoming weaker 
day by day, and messengers began to go from one 
tribe to another planning the possibiUty and sno- 
cess of a revolt. The older and more intelligent 
among them were opposed to it; but the hot- 
headed, and especially the younger warriors, 
U^med themselves into a secret society called 
f Boldiere' Lodge." 



This secret society, establiBhed early in July, 
had for its object to oppose the traders aud to 
prevent them from getting their money, and in 
case of necessity to defend their rights by force. 
The chiefs, althoug'h informed of this organiza- 
tion, did not dare oppose it. They well under- 
stood the dangers connected with it, since these 
young warriors numbered from five thousand to 
BIX thousand; and the chiefs were even suspected 
of being in league with the officers of the Gov- 
ernment for suppressing and swindling their 
people. The traders soon learned about tiie 
Soldiers' Lodge and its object, nnd when the 
Indians wanted to buy something from them on 
credit, they were told to go to the Soldiers' Lodge, 
The Indians, compelled to ask for credit on ac- 
count of their extreme need, would answer the 
traders: "If we could, like our women, give our- 
selvee up to you, we could get all the credit we 
&ek for; but, since we are men, we cannot." 

And thus did the bitterness increase during the 
year 18C'2. Those who were suspected of having 
informed the traders and others of the doings of 
the society were severely persecuted, and some of 
them killed. Their first act of violence mas com- 
mitted on the 4th of August, 1862. The time for 
payment was up in July. The want among the 
assembled tribes was alarmingly on the increase. 
Some of them had already devoured their ponies 
and dogs. Bis children had died of starvation 
within three days. Agent Galbraith traveled from 
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be agency to another in order to pacify them; 

. aometimeB distributed proviBiona, tobacco, 
towdfir and lead. But that was nOb sufficient to 
^oiet tbe uneasiness caused by the delay of their 
' pay. Ea^ly iu the morning of the 4th of August, 
some 550 young warriors, mostly members of 
Soldiers* Lodge, forced an entrance into the ware- 
house, tore down the American flag and took over 
150 sacks of flour before any resistance was offered, 
which could have been done, since there were one 
hundred well-armed soldiers with two heavy can- 
nons near by. The soldiers entered the ware- 
house and took possession of it whilst the Indiana 
stood around with loaded rifles. But when the 
agent promised to furnish them with pork, rice 
and flour the following day, they did not attempt 
any further disturbance. 

The fact that not one of the warriors was pun- 
ished for this serious breach of the peace made 
them bold and daring; aud the more so when they 
saw the able men among the whites leave for the 
South at their country's call on the 13th, 14th and 
15th of August. On the 18th of August, at 8 
A. M,, they left New "Dim under Lieutenant Culver 
and Sergeant McGrew, as "Keyrille Eangera," 
anS on the same day the Indians broke out. 

The time was now at hand which was to give the 

two Germans who had been murdered some time 

before numerous companions. A man named Brand 

i been put to death on the banks of the Little 

Bttonwood, six miles south of New Ulm, in the 
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bg of 1857, and liia body was found in the 
l^sh near some lodtan tepees. John B. Schmitz 
wanted to settle oa the Reservation ten miles 
west of New Tllm, but on the 27th of April, 18G0, 
while digging a cellar, hs was treacherously shot 
and killed. 

The murderer, a Sioux, was imprisoned at New 
Ulm. During the trial in the court-room a heavy 
chain was attached to his feet, and he was well 
guarded. At a necessary call he desired to leave 
the room. Constable Charles Seeler obtained the 
asfliatanoe oE his deputy. Dr. Blecken, a renowned 
physician who was at one time a Lutheran minis- 
ter, but is now a preacher at a free church; he is 
also one of the founders of New Ulm. To guard 
against any possible accident, a third deputy was 
called into service. But man proposed, and, in 
this instance, the ludian disposed. Ho soon as he 
was in the open air he managed to shake off his 
fetters, and with the swiftness of a deer the stal- 
wart form of the Indian disappeared from before 
their astonished gazo. The three officers of the 
law, on account of the sudden and unexpected 
disappearance of their prisoner, were so stunned 
that they did not tie much as remember their 
revolvers, which were left untouched in their 
official pockets. It was just at dusk and the 
Ttii^iilti did not return. The trial was over. 

Such murders and the regular escape of the 
perpetrators might well cause fear and anxiety 
among the settlers. Some of the whites would 
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r flometimea spread false mmoia of atrocious crimes, 
coQaidering it a huge joke. Thus, in the year 
1861, a rumor was circulated tbat the Indiana had 
gone on the war-path. Settlers fled, leaving 
everything behind. A company of soldiera hur- 
ried to the Bceno. But it turned out to be a hoax. 
The consequence of this was that the commander 
at Port Snelling, in August, 1862, when moat ear- 
nestly requested to send immediate assistance, 
delayed doing so under the inapreseion that the 
reported Indian outbreak was likewise a hoax. 



CHAPTER VII. 

The Outbreak ia Angaat, 1362.— Mail -psnier MUes.— Fapor 
Money instead of Oold Coin.— A Fraudalent Agent. — A 
BiU without the Interested Party.— The Trader Mrrick. 
— Mftk-pe-ja-we-tah. — InBligBtiom among tlie Indiaas.^ — 
The AesaastDation of the familiea of Jones, Baker and 
Wabater. — A Frightfnl Scene. — Indiana prepare. — Indiui 
Gathering on Bioe Creek.— The Signal ia given,- I>nfl< 
ing nl Kevr Ulm.— An Attack.— Rre Dead and ons 
Matilated. 

BOUT the middle of August, mail-carrier 

Miles was met by the Indians some two 

_ B BOtitfa of the lower Agency and ted out of 

blB way across the prairie, because they were faold- 

iog a seoTflt meeting in a ravine on the bank of the 
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ifih River, where he woiild have observed 
A few days previous to this Miles noticed 
8ome newly-cut signs on the trees, apparently of 
great importance. About the same time friendly 
Indians warned the settlers of the approaching 
dtmgera, saying; "Pakat-shi" (go away) and 
"Nippo" (to kill). They also made signs with 
Qxmr hands which the whites did not want, to 
understand or believe. A week or bo before the 
outbreak, a number of gaudily-decorated Indians 
held in the town of New Ulm those wild dances, 
Trfaich are always forebodings of evil. Their toma- 
hawks and scalping-knives were sharpened. The 
cansea of this outbreak were evidently the neglect 
of fl prompt fulfillment of duty on the part of the 
Ghjvflrnment officials, the extreme need of the lu- 
diaufl and delay of their annual pay. They were 
to receive their money in gold coin. The Govern- 
ment sent the money promptly to St. Paul where 
it remained for a long time; but the officials in 
whose hands it had been placed exchanged it for 
paper money at a great premium, in opposition to 
the loud protests of the Government einploybs at 
the agencies. When they were at last compelled 
to send the money for distribution among the 
Indians they sent currency instead of coin, as was 
Btipulated. The Indians not being accustomed 
to handle paper money, became greatly enraged, 
ao that the agents finally concluded to exchange it 
for gold. This, of course, caused a great loss, the 
premium being then very high. But the agents 
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e little concerned about this, for they intended 
make the Indians pay the discount. They eoon 
found out, however, that they had been calculating- 
without consulting the party most deeply intflt^ 
ested in the trauBaction. 

The auger of the Indiana increased. Thfij- 
did not wait till the agent at St, Paul could make 
the necesBary exchange, (which required consider- 
able time,) but rose up everywhere, and gave fre< 
scope to their sorely pent-up feelings of revenga, 
A settlement as sudden as it was violent, not u 
gold but in blood, was to balance the unjust oc 
counts which had hitherto been kept between s 
civilized and a savage people. Suddenly 
violently did the sword of vengeance fall upon the 
heads of those who would not believe that s' 
could happen, even in the face of fire and sword, 
A proud trader named Myrick was much hated 
among the Indians, and they appeared in front of 
his store and said: " You have told ub you would 
not give us anything on credit, though we wera 
compelled to eat hay and ordure, or starve, during 
the winter. Now, then, be careful not to take 
water or wood from our reservation." 

Myrick answered: " All right; but if yon are 
cold, and want to warm yourselves at my stove, I^^ 
wilt put you out of my house." 

They had told the same to other traders and 
had received about the same answer. This v 
just before the outbreak. 

The more friendly chiefs were no longer able to 
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rreai the young wftrriors, especially the niem- 
8 of Soldiera' Lodge, from ooinraitting acts of 
Violenoe. On the 17th of August, some twenty 
Isdiane went from the Lower Reservation to Forest 
City, on a deer hunt. The chief, "Wah-pe-yah-we- 
tah, separated himself with four Indians from the 
others. They originally belonged to the Upper 
Reservation, but were connected with Shakopee's 
band and had a hard name. Some six miles from 
Acton, and thirty miles from the Agency, one of 
the Indians found a hen's nest, with eggs, in a field. 
He took one and advised others to take the rest. 
But one of the four said: " They are the eggs of 
a tame bird and they beJong to a white man. 
Ton must not touch them." 

"Nonsense I" said the other, "they are not 
worth anything. We are hungry and are justified 
in taking them." 

"No," responded the latter, " they do not be- 
long to OS. It is wrong to take them; we will get 
into trouble with the paleface." 

"Oh," said the former, "you are very virtuous I 
Tou Bice-Creek Indians talk much against the 
whites, but you dare not take a few miserable 
eggs. I am not afraid, you miserable tools I" 

" You must not talk about the paleface," said 
the other, " because he is not present. VUify me, 
for I am here and am not afraid of your violent 
talk." 

^To the devil with you and your eggs !" was the 
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reply more vigorous than elegant; 



and down came 



" That is a very brave deed," said hia companion, 
taiockiDgly, "to destroy a few hen's eggs. Tou 
we a coward 1" 

The quarrel became more earaest aaJ more bit- 
ter as they went on. All at once they spied a 
heifer, and the one who had broken the eggs cried 
out: " You say I am a coward. I am ao courage- 
ous and fear the palefaces so little that I will hill 
one of their heifers. Look here! " 

He leveled his riOe aad shot the heifer. 

" Tou call that braveiyf" said the other. "I call 
_ it a cowardly act. You destroy eggs and kill an 
You are a woman, I am a brave man and 
jiow what bravery is. I was in the war with the 
Chippeways and have talten scalps.* 

And thus they quarreled for a while longer till 

lit nearly came to a fight, when the others stepped 

a and aaid : 

" Since we cannot agree, we will part and take 
different roads. You will find out whether we are 
cowardly or brave. We will kill a paleface," And 
they separated. Soon after that they heard shots, 
and believing that those who had separated from 
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Qortbem port of MiimeHoEH, Being forinetl; the bittei ene 
mies of the Sioai, tbey were greatly tempted to take put u_ 
the outbreak tinder tbeii famous chief Pozo-os-gi-eliilk 
_ ^Hole-in-tbe-Day). They wore prevented from doing h 
urough the iuSaence of on old Catholio ladiaa MiHsionaiy, 
Epatber Pierzi wheiebf bis owu life was sadangeied. 
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them had killed Bome of the eetUere, they thought 
they should do the Baiue, eo as not to appear to-be 
cowards before the others. They, however, dis- 
agreed agaio. They passed a vacant house; hat 
when they came to the nest, the home of R. Jones, 
they went in. They soon began to quarrel with 
him about some eatables and a gun. Jones drove 
then) away, and they entered another house which 
was the home of Howard Baker, Jones' son-in-law. 
There were two strangers with Baker, (Mr. Web- 
ster and hia wife) who had just arrived from Wis- 
consio with the intention of locating in that neigh- 
borhood. 

The Indians asked for water and tobacco, which 
were given them. They were very quiet until 
Jones and his wife, who came to pay their daugh* 
ter and son-in-law a visit, arrived. The quarrel 
between Jones and one of the Indians was re- 
newed. Mrs. Baker asked her mother if she had 
given the Indians any whisky, to which she re- 
plied: "No, we have no whisky for such black 
devUs as these." 

The Indians seemed to have understood this 
answer, judging from their sudden e.^icitement. 
Mrs. Webster requested Mrs. Jones to drop the 
matter. The Indiana, however, were now ready 
for their deadly work. Jones was trying to sell 
Baker's gun to one of the Indians. The latter 
asked Jones to shoot and try the gun, probably 
with the intention of leaving an empty gun iu hii 
hands. Jones was willing to comply with this 



request, and remarked that be was not afraid to 
aheot witli any of the cursed redskina. Webster 
did not want to do any shooting', allhough he had 
a gun. One of the Indians said that something 
was wrong with the hammer of hie gun, and asked 
him to take bis off and lend it to him. After the 
shooting was over the Indians reloaded their guna, 
but Jones and Baker neglected to reload theira. 
Meanwhile one of the Indians had gone toward 
Forest City to find out whether there were any 
whitea in the neighborhood. When he returned, 
the four Indians consulted together and acted as 
if they wanted to leave. Mrs. Jones and Mra. 
Baker stood on the door-steps. Suddenly the In- 
diana turned around, and one of them leveled his 
gnu at Mrs. Baker. Her husband noticing tbia, 
threw himself at once between his wife and the 
Indian and received the deadly bullet. At the 
aome moment Jones, Webster and Mrs. Jones 
were shot. When Mrs. Baker, who held a child 
on her arm, saw her husband drop dead, she 
faiuted and fell backwards into the cellar, the 
door of which was open, and thus escaped death 
herself. Jones' children were also in the house, 
but were not noticed. 

The Indians then returned to Jones' house and 
killed and scalped a girl. Her brother, who was 
lying on a bed, saw it, but did not venture to stir. 
Mrs. Webster hid in a covered wagon and escaped. 
After the Indians had left Baker's house Mrs. 
Baker came out of the cellar, and, with the asaist- 
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kce of Mrs. Webfiter, who also came out of the 
tgon, placed pillows under the heads of the 
wounded. The Bittiation of these poor women 
wftB deplorable. Their fright and despair, their 
loDeliness and uDcertainty of what the next mo- 
ment might have in store for them, were inten- 
Bifled by the groans of the dying men. Jones, 
a strong and heavily-buiU man, of extraordinary 
height, dark complexion, dark hair and beard, with 
a teen eye, was the very ideal of a cavalry officer. 
His strong constitution wrestled with death. Iq 
his agony he filled his mouth with dust, and, with 
his heels, dug deep holes in the ground, begging 
hia wife to fly with her child. But she stayed with 
him till he died, and then fled into the woods. 

During this fearful scene a white man passed by 
who, being requested by the women to help them, 
laughed and said: "They have only the nose- 
bleed. The Indians will soon come and finish 
them." The two women, on going toward the 
woods, entered the house of a Norwegian. They 
found only a bey at home, and they sent him at 
once with the terrible news to Fort Ridgely, twelve 
miles away. But the officers had such tittle faith 
in the boy's story that they waited a considerable 
time before sending a messenger to Forest City, 
where Capt. Whitoomb bad bis recruits. Twelve 
mounted men were immediately despatched to 
Acton, which they reached about dusk. Having 
placed a wagon -box over Jones' body, to conceal 
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rom the danger of mutilation, they did not dis- 
irb the others till the next morning. 

The report of the terrible tragedy soon spread 
abroad and a large crowd gathered at the place to 
view the remains. Meanwhile, the Indians who 
had separated themselvea from their criminal com- 
panions and were as yet ignorant of the crime, 
came within eight of the place. When they saw 
what had happened theie they fled with great 
speed across the swamp. The whites did not 
dare to follow them; but one bold man from For- 
est City pursued them and sent his bullets after 
them. One of the Indians jumped from his pony 
and shot back, but soon joined his comxianions 
again. 

These murders and the circumstances con- 
nected with them, began to open the eyes of the 
whites as to their dangerous surroundings. Many 
of the Indians were now bolder and more defiant 
than ever. Fourteen of them had on the Sunday 
previous sharpened their knives and cleaned 
their riiles at a place five miles from Acton. It 
was therefore deemed absolutely necessary to 
send a messenger to the Governor of the State, 
who soon reached St. Paul; but his story was not 
believed. The four Indians who had committed 
the crime at Acton went to Fckland's farm, near 
Elizabeth Lake, and stole two horses, and with 
these drove as speedily as possible to the camp of 
Chief Bhakopee, which they reached before dawn 
of the I8th of August. Sunday, August 17th, 
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^ therefore, the day which marked the begis- 
5 of those awful deeds of blood through which 
ineeota was suddenly made so sadly famous. 
lere are tJiose who think that, when the four 
oinals related to their friends and relatives 
ivbat they had done at Acton, the majority were 
of the opinion that the opportune time for a gen- 
eral butchery among the palefaces had come; and 
in ease this was not done they would have to bear 
the consequences of the crime already committed. 
But the fact that during the afternoon of this 
meinorable Sunday a great council was held on 
Kice Creek, to which Indians had come a distance 
of forty miles, is sufficient evidence that this 
theory is false. The tragedy and this council took 
place about the same time, and the Indians who 
gathered there had no knowledge of the crime, 
It is also evident that this meeting had something 
to do with the outbreak; for at dusk— that is, soon 
after the meeting — the Indians appeared in war 
costume, their bodies painted and decorated with 
feathers, and half naked, mounted on their ponies, 
were galloping acroes the prairies from tribe to 
tribe to give the signal which was to be so fearful 
in its results for the poor settlers who had ven- 
tured to establish a home near the hunting grounds 
of the revengeful redskins. 

The outbreak was well planned throughout. 
The savages had become so bold about that time 
that the officers and soldiers who went from 
Nevf Ulm to Fort Bidgely on the 17Ui of August 



THB IHDUira 

marked that Bomethiug must be going on, and 
Ehat it would be well to get ready for them. 

A " draft" was about this time being ordered all 
over the United Stutea to replace the Boldiera who 
had died on Southern battle-fielde. ' The young 
settlement at New TJIm and vicinity sent her best 
men for tlie maintenance of the Union, never aua- 
_pecting that a cruel and more formidable enemy 
^an the rebel of the South was at her very doors. 
Monday, August 18th, 1S62, a number of 
'oitizena of New Ulm went toward the lower Agency 
to a Hall, about six miles from New Ulm, to be 
drafted. 

The place belonged to A. Henle. They were 
accompanied by a band of muaio. Henle's place 
B located south of the Minnesota on the edge of 
ihe prairie and hard by the road which runa along 
the edge of the forest. "When the company from 
New Ulm had nearly reached Henle'a house the 
joyful strains of music were suddenly changed 
into profound sorrow and wailing. A few hun- 
dred steps from the place is a ravine which carriea 
the waters of the prairie through the forest to the 
[innesota River. The entrance to the ravine is 
liickly covered with timber close up to the bridge 
which spans it. When the teams approached the 
bridge several shots were fired from the ravine. 
Indians had been lying in wait for them. Three 
of the company fell dead — ^John Schneider, Jaliua 
penske and A, Diederich. A man named Haupt 
Ht one of hiB eyes, and another named Steinla 
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wa8 mortallj' wounded and died near Belle Plain 
on bis v/tLj to St. Paul. The first two teams were 
captured by the Indians. Those who could, fled 
across the prairie. The others were quickly turned 
and driven in all haste back to New Ulm, This 
took place between 11 and 12 a. u. It was impos- 
sible for them to offer resistance, not one of them 
being armed. While the shooting was going on, 
those in the rear of the train were in the act of 
picking up Joseph Mesener, who but a few min- 
utes before had been wounded by the Indians and 
had not been noticed by the othcira at the time. 
Besides other fatal wounds inflicted on him, they 
had cut off one of his arms and one of his ears. 
He was brought back to town, but he died after 
Buffering great agony for twenty-four hours. 

Just then three well-armed men arrived from 
Garden City. They had heard rumors there about 
a massacre, but they believed them to have been 
originated by a few drunken men. When they 
were shown the mutilated body of Joseph Mesauer 
they began to think differently. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

On tliB Lower Agency,— Prepatoti on* for War Noticed. — 
Wagner and Lomb Killed. ^Attack on Myriuk's Store. — 
Imposing BuiuH. — Pieroed by ArrowB. — Trader Killed, — 
CroBsing the Kiver the only Safety.— Fenske'B Wonder- 
ful EBcape. —Ant an Maudeifetd'a Adventure in Big StoDH 
laie, — A Half-breed. — Po-kat-shi, — Flight, — Nephew'8 
Death,— Eioape to Fort Bidgely,— Newsof the Outbreak 
at th« Fort,— Captain John S, Marsh, ^Attaot at ths 
Ferty.— Oftptain MarBh'a Sod End,— "Little Priest," — 
News to the Savages of the Upper Agency. — Chiof 
"Other Day, "—Saving of Siity Whites, 

ON the same day {Monday, August 18th), be- 
tween € and 7 a. m,, the whites on the lower 
Agency could aee that the Indiana had something 
in view. During the previous day they had been 
carrying on their dancea amidst extraordinary 
excitement and a terrible uproar. The road lead- 
iug to the agency was that morning crowded with 
Indians decked out for war. The majority were 
painted in gaudy colors^many of them quite 
naked^and they carried, besides ammunition, the 
never-to-be-forgotten medicine bottle. All were 
well armed. After the workmen who were em- 
ployed at the agency had taken their breakfast at 
the restaurant one of them remarked: " Boys, 
there is something up with the Indians. Things 
are not as they ought to be," His companion 
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red: " Boali! what do you imagine? They 
I probably bold one of their aham battles. " 
lot most of these uuderstood the etate of aSaire, 
I the foreman gave orders at once to have the 
(ep and cattle brought in without delay. 
During that time the Indiana were quietly trying 
to get the Government horses at the agency into 
their bands. John Lamb bad some fios animals 
nnder his care. He ran into the barn just as the 
Indians were leading them out as unconcernedly 
aaif they were their own. At the same time many 
of the whites came towards the barn for the pur- 
pose of getting the horses for their own flight, as 
there could no longer exist any doubts aa to the 
hostile intentions of the Indians. Lamb was de- 
cidedly opposed to the Indians taking his horses, 
and in his excitement hastily grasped a pitchfork 
and thrust it into the body of the ooa who was 
taking the animals. Firing commenced at once, 
and A. H. Wagner, who was wounded, ran a short 
distance from the barn and fell dead. Lamb and 
another man were killed on the spot. 

The attack at the lower Agency, twenty-eigbt 
miles northwest of New Ulm, in Redwood County, 
took place at the same time. The first shot was 
fired near Myrick's store at bis clerk, James Lynde. 
When the Indians came and saw him standing at 
tile door, one of them cried out: "Now I will kill 
the dog that did not want to sell me anything on 
credit," and the shot was fired. Lynde was s 
ireU-sducated man and a member of the I^egislu- 
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Two more of Myrick's employes, DivaJI and 
I, were kiUled, Myrick's son ran up-staira a 
hid among large boxes where the Indians were, 
afraid to go. When he understood from their 
talk that they intended to set fire to the building, 
he forced hia way through the roof and, descend- 
ing to the ground by means of the lightning rod, 
. escaped. Myrick saved his life in the same way. 

That Agency was situated on the high and 
I romantic south bank of the Minnesota. The great 
I stone warehouse, and the imposing ruins of the 
large Episcopal church which had been erected 
from funds belonging to the Indians, leave a mel- 
ancholy impression upou the passer-by. Both 
were built of heavy stone. North of the Agency 
there is a steep incline down to the river bottom^ 
The incline is traversed by ravines and covered 
with trees and shrubbery. On the south end ot 
this the houses of the Agency were built; and such 
as had a chance to escape found refuge in thia 
shrubbery from which they could enter the forest, 
and, in twenty minutes, reach the river where there 
was a large terry-boat. Some Winnebago Indiana- 
sent their arrows after the flying Myrick vrithout. 
effect. But just as he reached the woods he was. 
shot by a Sioux. Myrick was found dead at that 
place, his body pierced with many arrows and ft 
scythe. Many of the whites fell at the first attack^ 
because not one of the forty or fifty men at the 
Agency was prepared to offer any resistance. The 
traders, who had a great deal to do with the oat- 
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break, and who were objects of most intense 
hatred, were the first victims. Joseph Bellaod 
and A. Young were killed near Forbes' place of 
business; Brusson was killed in Roberts' store, 
and La Vatte, a trader, and his clerk were killed 
in his own store. George Spencer escaped death 
through the intercession of a fiiendly Indian who 
commanded his would-be assassins to depart. 
Bourat, a clerk in Forbes' store, ran up-staira; but 
when he beard the Indians say that they wanted to 
go up and kill him, he ran down with incredible 
speed and escaped. After running about a hun- 
dred yards he received the contenta of a shot-gun 
in one of his feet. The Indians ran up to him 
and tore every vestige of clothing from his body. 
Being in a hurry, they rolled & heavy log upon 
him, saying that they would soon return and cut 
him to pieces. He, however, managed to get out 
from under the log and escaped. Many saved 
their lives by a timely and lucky flight to the Min- 
nesota. But as soon as the ferry-boat reached the 
opposite bank once it did not return, and many of 
those who had made their escape thus far were 
shot down like wild beasts by the relentless Sioux, 
who traversed the woods in all directions. Some 
even escaped on the ropes of the ferry, Among 
these was Joseph Schneider, a brother of John 
Schneider who was shot near Henle's place. 

markable but difficult and painful escape 
was that of John Fenske. At the moment when 
Wagner and Lamb fell dead near the barn, an 
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■ow pierced FenBke'a back. Unable to ran 
he hid in a hay-loft. He extracted the arrow him- 
self, but the point which waa about three inches 
long remained in the wound, causing fearful pain. 
When he noticed from hia hiding-place that no 
white man was aliye on the Agency and that tha 
devouring fiames were approaching nearer anj 
to him, be came down from the loft, and, 
[.^rapping himself in a blanket, crept away. 
Was about 4 p. m. The Indians were too bn^ 
with plundering to notice him. Covered with the' 
blanket, and the way in which he was compelled 
to walk on account of his excessive pain, gave him 
the appearance of a squaw. A burning house 
between him and the plundering Indians was 
another circumstance in hie favor. But he waa 
obliged to fly towards the prairie where ha. 
,met some Indians driving cattle, and they 
[uested him to help them. These took him for a 
Bquaw. He reached tbe Big Wabasha Biver, a gath- 
ering place for the Indians. Following the bank of 
that river he expected to cross the Minnesota 
below the Agency and escaped to Fort Ridgely, to 
which place all tbe fugitives directed their steps. 
Fenake waa, however, held up by an Indian on 
horseback who shot at him three times but without 
effect. The superstitious Indian believed him to 
be a magician, and, stricken with fear, he hurried 
away as fast as his pony could carry him. Fenske 
reached Port Ridgeiy only on the fourth day on 
account of his excessive pain, and the point of the 
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r arrow was removed. He recovered and waa after- 
wards City Marshal of New TJlm. On his way to 
the Fort he entered a houae, hoping to find some 
■white people and get some nouriahment ; but all 
bad fled, leaving a kettle with meat on the hearth. 
'When he left that place again he looked around 
in hopes of seeing some one, and he noticed 
' several Indiana busily engaged in plundering a 

house near by. He also noticed that Indians had 
killed a heifer close to where he stood. It did 
not take him long to decide upon going further, 

Anton Manderfeld, born in the village of Man- 
derfeld, near Cologne, on the Rhine, came with 
[ his numerous relatives to New Ulm during the 

fifties. * There are at present a great many mem- 
bers of the Manderfeld family engaged in agri- 
culture throughout the Cottonwood settlement, 
some four miles southwest of New Ulm. 

In the beginning of July, 18fi2, Anton Mander- 
I feld, accompanied by his brother Henry, his 

I nephew HUliaa and George Loth, went with two 

I ox-teams and a large amount of provisions from 

■ New L'hn to Big Stone Lafce. At Beaver Falls, 

r Bome forty milas from New Ulm, they took John 

Scbmerch, sixteen years old, along as cook. They 



"rbe BTitbor ia macb indelited to Mr. Mnndcrfeld loia 
great deal of Talnable icforniatlon. Having for many years 
resided at the agencies ha was intimately acqnainted with 
the succeaaea sad reveraea of tlie IndiaaB, sod also with tha 
aotiouB of the agents and theii omploy^B. 
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^tended to work for the Indians at Big Stone 
ike under agent Galbraith. 
Manderfeld had a fair command of the Indian 
tnguage, and, after hie arrival at Big Stone Lake, 
was almost daily visited by a half-breed named 
'Bypolite Campbell. About two weeks before the 
^utbreak, Campbell arrived at the tent with the 
oformation that the Cut-heads, a croaa-breed 
between the Tanktons and SJasetons, (everywhere 
mown and feared as dangerous characters), had 
tntexed and robbed the warehouse at Yellow 
kSedicine, and bad expressed their intention of 
funrdering all the whites. When Manderfeld and 
B friends became alarmed and wanted to leave 
ibe place, Campbell said he would quiet the 
Indians and avert all danger from them. The 
[liext morning the Indians came towards their 
camp. Campbell went to meet them and gave 
them a sack of flour, fifty pounds of pork and ten 
pounds of sugar, although the little company were 
themselves sorely in need of the provisions. 

Early in the nsorning of the 21at of August, an 
Indian awoke Manderfeld and his companions, 
and in great excitement said 1 " Pokatshi (go away), 
the Indians will kill you. From Big Stone Lake 
to New Ulm no paleface shall be spared." Hia 
tent was located in the woods near the lake shore. 
Manderfeld jumped up, and, looking out of hia 
tent, noticed in the distance the Indians coming 
at great speed. Hardly had he informed his 
friends when the Indiana stood before the tent. 
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Neai by was a little pond. He ran a few steps 
from the t«nt. The Indians had ah'eady sur- 
rounded it, keeping their gnns coTered with 
blankets because it had been raining during tha 
night. He stood still for a moment listening with 
great fear for his friends. Then one of the 
Indians uncovered his gun and fired at him; but 
he had presence of mind enough to jump into the 
pond, and thus escaped. The Indian missed him 
but hit the tree near which he was standing. 
Since no one followed him he was curious enough 
to turn back, and, creeping up a steep incline, 
looked towards the tent. He saw his brother 
run away from it and drop dead. He then heard 
a second and a third shot and a piercing ory, 
probably from the dying cook. He now fled in 
great haste into the forest, but soon found him- 
self on the prairie again, the woods being only 
half a mile wide. He stood still for a moment, 
not knowing what to do. He knew the country 
and could see no way of safety, there being 
Indian tepees everywhere. But he ran along the 
lake shore for about half a mile and there met hia 
nephew who had made his escape. They hurriedly 
planned their flight. Manderfeld was in favor of 
hiding in the toll grass on the shore, and told his 
nephew that they had no other way of escape. 
Hardly had he said this when they notioed a 
CBUoe coming towards them. Manderfeld begged 
his nephew to lie down in the graas and hide him- 
self, but he was so frightened that he did not 
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Stow what he was doiug aad began to run away. 
Sen minutes passed, and Manderfeld, who was 
ing concealed in the grass, heard a few fearful 
Klls and three shots in succession. At that 
JBOment the nephew was prohably breathing his 

E Manderfeld got safely away from the Indiana, who 
■flte looking for him in the grass and at times 
3 very close to him. He fled that night and 
tched the Minnesota River, north of Big Stone 
■iake, nest morning at the break of day. From 
Pieie be had to go at least sixty or seventy miles 
the nearest settlement. Hungry, half naked, 
md with bleeding feet he reached the house of 
I half-breed named Launebe, near Lac qui Parle, 
jbitih whom he was well acquainted. There he 
(earned from La Fromboise, another half breed, 
that the Indians were killing all the settlers below 
the River and that New Ulm was probably taken. 
He had something to eat and begged for protec- 
tion; but the half-breeds told him he bad to leave, 
for if the Indians found a white man with them 
they would all have to die. They gave him a pair 
of moccasins to make it possible for him to walk, 
and be left the place immediately. 

Having a strange country to traverse, and trying 
to avoid meeting with Indians, he often had to 
walk for hours and then find himself at the same 
place from which he started. Ten days after be 
left the half-breeds he found General Sibley near 
Fort Ridgely, and was safe. But he was not the 
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same man he had been ten days before. Naked- 
ness, hunger, thirst, cold, fear and sleepless nighta 
worked ten-ible changes upon him. Most of this 
trip was made at night for feai' of being detected 
by the Indians during the daytime. Mr. Mander- 
feld now lives with his family near New Ulm. 

The report Cf the outbreak on the 18th of August 
had reached Fort Ridgely at 9 e. u. of the same 
day. Captain John S. Marsh immediately dis- 
patched a courier after a company of soldiers who 
had left the Fort early in the morning under Lieu- 
tenant Shehan to go to Fort Ripley on the Upper 
Missieeippi. Another detachment of about fifty 
who were on their way to Fort Snelling were hur- 
riedly called back, there being left in the Fort only 
one company of about eighty men. This was 
Company B, of the Fifth Minnesota Volunteers. 

Expecting that both detachments could be over- 
taken in time, and intending to frighten the Indians 
on the scene of their first cruelties, Captain Marsh 
left the Fort with forty-six men, accompanied by 
interpreter Quinn, and hurried towards the Agency 
a distance of about twelve miles. Not far from 
the Agency they had to march up the Minnesota 
on the north side to reach the ferry belonging to 
one Martell, on which they expected to cross the 
river. Martell met the detachment below the ferry 
and told them the best thing they could do would 
be to return to the Fort as quick as possible, 
because the Indians were roaming about in large 
Bumbera, killing and burning everything in their 



way. The heroic Captain Marsh would not listen 
to any such advice, becauae he thought it waa his 
duly to protect the helpless settlers, which he waa 
well able to do. 

Being near the scene of so much bloodahed, 
many of the soldiers were now struck with a 
strange and sudden fear. And this fear waa still 
more increased on going up towards the ferry and 
finding corpses there frightfully mutilated. On 
reaching the house of Martell the soldiers were 
placed in two lines. Some of them were ordered 
to go down to the river and see whether the ferry 
was in order. A favorable report having being 
brought back, the soldiers refreshed themselves 
hy drinking of the water that was brought to them 
from the river. Poor nien! This was to bo their 
last refreshment, and their presentiment waa soon 
to be realized. 

By this time an Indian was seen on the other 
bank of the river, who said there was no danger, 
and they could come over. Probably the Indians 
judged from the actions of the soldiers that they 
were undecided what to do and might not cross the 
river, whilst they were lying concealed in the 
grass, only wishing and waiting for them to board 
the ferry all together. Interpreter Quinn waa 
leaning against Martell's house. Captain Marsh, 
who was riding a mule and was only a few steps 
away from Quinn, suspecting something, com- 
manded the soldiers not to leave the place until he 
could ascertain whether there were any Indiana 



hiding ihemselTes near by. No doubt, this com- 
mand was understood by some of the Indians, 
eapecialiy by Chief Little Crow, who was quite 
near, and he at once gave a sign to open fire on 
the soldiers. In a short but terrible moment one- 
half of the Boldiera fell to the ground dead or 
wounded. Captain Mareh lost bis mule, but 
Quinn waa pierced by about twenty bullets and an 
aiTOW. The remaining soldiers fired at the In- 
dians, but they managed to hide so well that only 
one was killed and five were wounded. The Cap- 
tain fled with only nine men about two miles down 
the Minnesota, where he noticed that the Indians 
were trying to cut them off from the Fort. He 
could not see any other way of escape than the 
other side of the river, and with his few men tried 
to ford it, defending himself as best he could 
with a sword in one hand and a revolver in the 
other. Coming to where the river was deep he 
began to sink. When his faithful men came to 
assist him they noticed that he was shot, and the 
brave captain disappeared under the waters. The 
nine soldiers reached the Fort safe. Twenty-four 
of their companions were lying dead on the field; 
, the deadly bullet and the fearful tomahawk and 
scalping- knife bad done their terrible work. Only 
a few of them hid In the grass till they could get a 
chance to escape. 

The worst fate waa that of the wounded who fell 
into the hands of the savages, and who were made 
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to suffer all manner of cruelties and tortures until 
death released them. 

Nine of the Wlanebago Indians took part in thia 
outbreak; and " Little Priest" himself, one of the 
most prominent chiefs, shot at the soldiers. The 
most horrible cruelties of that day may be ascribed 
to the so-called civilized or Christian Indians, be- 
cause they wanted thereby to remove from them- 
selvea every suspicion that they were in any way 
in sympathy with the palefaces, 

On the same day the Indians sent mesaengera to 
the tribes of the Upper Agency, who at first did 
not want to believe the report. But when other 
messengers arrived aud confirmed the statement, 
they immediately held a council meeting. It was 
agreed that it was well to figbt the palefaces, but 
they did not all thirst alike after the blood of the 
whites. Some of them were in favor of extermi- 
nation. Chief Other Day, a civilized Indian, op- 
posed this. " It is true," he said, " you can easily 
put to death a few defenceless whites — perhaps 
five, ten, or even a hundred. But what if your 
whole country be filled with soldiers, and no 
hope left to you but an uncertain flight? Some of 
you think you have horses; but what will become 
of those who have no horses ? " 

Meanwhile another messenger arrived with the 
news of the attack at the ferry. The council broke 
up immediately, and the Yauktons, Sissetons and 
loiue "Wiihpetijiia hurried to the homes of the set- 
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tlera to attack them. Other Day, one of the 
noblest of the chiefs, led his wife by the hand, 
and, with his gun on hia shoulder, went quickly to 
the settlers to give them timely warning. He suc- 
ceeded ia bringing some sixty persons into the 
warehouse, and he and four of his relatives stood 
guard before it during all the night. Next morn- 
ing, when the Indians were in the act of attack- 
ing and plundering Garvi's store, the daring chief 
managed to bring hia proteges, twenty men and 
forty-two women and children, across the river 
without being noticed by the warriors. They were 
now out of immediate danger, and they fled into 
the neighboring settlements. Other Day became 
thereafter an object of intense hatred to his own 
people, and his life was in danger on account of 
his friendship for the settlers. He was married 
to a white woman. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Jlaaaacra continaed. — Theresa Honle's Aooonnt, — Beotb of 
BenBiiict DreiJer. — Mrs. Henle saved. — Twenty-one of 
one Family MaaBBcred.—MdaaiipuBt's Triigiu End. — A 
^ck Womnn ehot in Bed. — Blood-tliirstin&sa of ttie 
Indians.— Panic among the Settlers. — A Number of 
Fngiliyes.— Means ot Defending New Him.— Com- 
mander Jacob Nil. —Sheriff Charlea Rooe.— Living and 
Dead liroaght to Town. — Arms.— ^A Scytbe and Pitob- 
fork Company. — New Ulm Barricaded. — Mora FngitiToa 
brought in. 

FROM the Agency the bloocly demon sent the 
Indians all around into the Lomea of the 
whites, carrying with them terror and death. 
The settlers living far apart and having no know- 
ledge of the approaching danger were killed with- 
out even a witness to report their sad end. Only 
a few managed to escape, and from some hiding- 
place witnessed the assnasinatiou of their friends 
and relatives. Mrs. Theresa Henle, wife of Anton 
Henle, into whose house the citizens of New Ulm 
intended to go when they were attacked on their 
way, tells the following story: 

' ■ My husband, Anton, went to New Ulm on the 
18th of August, intending to return soon to haul 
in some wheat, because it was a very tine day. 
Besides running a farm we kept a sort of stop- 
l)jug-plaee for travelers. A Frenchman who had 



remained over night left our house at 9 o'clock, 
intending to go to the Lower Agency, a distance of 
about twenty milea. Several men who were haul- 
ing freight for him to that place had left our house 
earlier. Nothing extraordinary happened except 
that at about 10 o'clock, the Frenchman returned 
and drove towards New Ulm as fast as he could. 
It was very strange to see him thus pass our place 
without even a single look towards- it, since he 
was never known to pass without calling in. 
Towards noon I went to my mother, who lived 
near us, to get some lettuce. On returning home 
I noticed three naked Indians, and went back to 
warn my mother. I found her in the garden. As 
soon as I approached her she was shot, and, fall- 
ing down, she cried aloud: 'OTheresa!' Seized 
with terror I ran towards my house, fearing for my 
children. I found three Indians in the house. 
One of them jumped at me, but I ran down the 
incline into the woods which was ouly a little way 
off. There I stood for a while not knowing what 
to do. I understood now why the Frenchman 
bad returned in such haste. Filled with a desire 
to save at least my baby, I went back towards the 
house, but noticed too many Indians around to be 
able to do anything. I then went to a neighbor's, 
Benedict Drexler, whose bouse was about thirty 
rods from ours. I went in through the window, 
and found no one at home. Later on, Drexler 
was found beheaded in the Seld. Hie wife and 
children were in the corn-field. The Indians shot 
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at her but ahe fled. When I heard the shootrng 
I ran into the woods id order to get back to 
motber, but enw a large immber of Indiatie who 
were putting up a red uud white Sag. I turned 
back again into the woods and remained in the 
dry bed of a creek, from which place I could bear 
the rattling of the wagons coming from New Ulm, 
and also the shots that were fired at them by the 
Indians, because I was hardly five hundred steps 
from the place where the Indiana were lying in 
ambuHh. I remained there, tortured with the 
most terrible thoughts about my husband and 
children, which troubled me more than my own 
misery, "Whilst sitting there, neglected and for- 
lorn, my two dogs came up to me trembling. 
Towards evening I heard the voice of my husbaiid 
in the direction of the house calling me, and I 
came forth from my hiding-place," 

Anton Henle also wanted to get to his place 
with the recruiting party, but he had to return to 
New Ulm, as has been related. When, towards 
evening, a volunteer company which had been 
organized in u hurry at New Ulm went out to pro- 
tect and assist the settlers, Henle was among 
them. He did not expect to find a member of 
his family alive. In his house there reigned the 
silence of death, and nothing but destruction waa 
visible. What joy must have filled his heart when 
he heard the voice of his wife in response to his 
pitiful cries! One of his children, a girl of four, 
they found dead, and a servant-girl of eighteen, 
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beheadocl, A cliikl, eight years old, who hud been 
with its grandmother, was found dead without any 
wound; the child probably died from fright. 
One of his boya, Martin, a lad of twelve, was 
found by Conrad Zeller, He had seventeen 
wounds upon his body but was still alive. He 
died two weeks later. 

The boy related that when he was running away 
a mounted Indian kept galloping at his side, 
striking him with a tomahawk, until at last, being 
completely exhausted by pain and loss of blood, 
he fell to the ground; and the Indian, believing 
him to be dead, rode away. 

The number of Henle's relatives killed oti that 
day amounted to twenty-one, Among them were: 
Martin Fink and his wife Monica; Mas Fink and 
hia nephew, and Martin Merkle (Max Fink was 
Athanasius Henle's father-iu-law); Max Zeller and 
his wife Lucretia, daughter of Martin Fink, and 
their four children; John and Barbara Zettel and 
their four children, (Barbara Zettel was a sister of 
Lueretia Zeller); Anton and Mary Anne Messmer; 
Anton Henle's children, Martin, Anton and Mary. 
Finally, Florian Hartman, brotber-in-law of the 
Henle's. Hartman came from Voralberg, Zettel 
from Mittel-Biberaeh, and all the others from 
Erbach in Wurtemberg. Hardly have there ever 
been so many members of one family so cruelly 
massacred on one and the same day, and their 
names deserve to be banded down in the history 
tOra. 
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lie German family of MaBsapuat, immigrants 
a Bohemia, met with a sad deatb ou the same 
. Father, mother and two daughters were 
lasacred in a most cruel manner, the two latter 
inking suffered the most horrible and slianie- 
ll outrages at the hands of the Indian warriors. 
Inlj one boy eight years old fled and was saved. 
ftcoording to report, he was murdered by the Sioux 
several years afterwards, having killed a number of 
Indians, which he had vowed to do as an act of 
revenge for the death of his family. Massapust'a 
house was located near Henle's place, eight mil^ 
from New Ulm. 

Caroline, wife of Joseph Stocker, nee Zicher, 
likewise from Erbach, Wurtemberg, was lying aick 
when the Indians reached her house. She had 
always been kind to them, and properly thought 
that they might spare her. But, no; she was 
unmercifully shot in her bed. and her body burnt 
with the house. Her husband fled with the ten- 
year-old Cae cilia Ochs into the cellar. The 
Indians fastened the door and set the house on 
fire. In their despair the two prisoners opened 
with a shingle a place under the sill of the burn- 
ing building and escaped into the woods without 
being noticed by the aavages. 

Florian Hartman and one Bohner, a Swiss, who 
was working for him, were shot in the field on the 
same day. The mother of Carl Pelzl, the parents ' 
of Louis Thilling and one Haag, were also killed 
in the same neighborhood. Felzl's father was 
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eeriously wounded and died later. All these 
families lived in the same district, six to eight 
miles northwest of New tJlm. Only a few from 
that settlement made their escape. Among these 
were Athanaaiiis Heule, who had received timely 
warning and fled with his wife and children on 
horseback through the woods and across the 
Minnesota river. The families of Casimir and 
Ochs, and Conrad Zeller, also escaped. 

The beginning of the massacre was made at 
Massnpust's, their house being located on the road 
between New "Dim and the Lower Agency, and was 
first reached by the Indians who came from there. 
Like blood-thirsty tigers they soon covered the 
whole settlement, so that the attack upon the dif- 
ferent families happened almost at the same time, 
and one neighbor could not warn the other. 
Many of them had so little fear of an outbreak 
that they hesitated to believe the report even when 
it was confirmed by the smoke of burning build- 
ings. The settlements not touching this road 
were more fortunate. Such was the so-called 
Luxemburg settlement, some four miles south of 
Henle'a place, and the Cottonwood settlement 
south of New Ulm, to whom fugitives brought 
timely warning. 

The panic among the settlers, their helplessness, 
fright and despair cannot be described. The 
prairie was covered with men on horseback, carry- 
ing the terrible news from house to house, and 
cries of fear and woo were rending the air. The 
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post necesBary articles of furniture tliat could be 
isily carried were picked up, and the dear home 
was deserted, and everybody hurried to the town 
of New Ulm, their eyes continually wandering 
over the prairies in quest of the dreadful enemy. 
Some did not even take time to get their teams or 
anything else in order. Others, intent only upon 
saving their lives, fled as soon as they heard ths 
rifle shots and saw columns of flre. 

Towards the evening of August 18th, a perfect 
stream of fugitives began to pour into New Ulm. 
The excitement was greatly increased at the sight 
of the mutilated bodies that were brought into 
town from Milford (Henle's settlement). There 
could be no longer any doubt about the approach- 
ing danger. The cry: " Fly, for the Indians have 
gone on the war-path 1" now had a terrible meaning 
to the minds of the settlers. New TJlm, Fort 
Bidgely, and, farther down, Mankato and St. Peter 
were the desired places of refuge for the settlers. 
Since Port Eidgely was soon surrounded by the 
Indians, and Mankato and St. Foter were too dis- 
tant (these places lie from twenty-eight to thirty 
miles east), New Ulm had to shelter most of the 
fugitives. 

At 2 o'clock in the afternoon of August 18th, 
Jacob Nix reached Pfaender's place on the road 
from Fort Bidgely to New Ulm, where he notified 
the wife and children of the outbreak. Ffaender 
_was at that time amid the scenes of war in the 
jputh. They would not believe the report until 
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Nix began to put tbe children and some bedding 
into bis wagon, aesiiring tbe poor woman that tbe 
Indians migbt be upon tbem at any moment. 
Haring a good team of horses be soon reached 
town with Mb charge. Approaching New Ulm, 
where the outbreak had been reported a few hours 
previous, he mistook one of the out-lying pickets 
for an Indian, and in hia excitement was about to 
open fire on bim when be discovered that it wae a 
friend of his named Budolpb. 

When he anived in town be found the citizens 
organizing a volunteer company, for which pur- 
pose one Ezeigowitz, formerly an Austrian sol- 
dier, placed Hftj men in line in front of the 
Dakota House. As soon as Nix ^ made bis ap- 
pearance he was unanimously elected commander 
of the company. He was known as an old soldier 
who had been through a war in Algiers, and had 
at one time been captain of a company during a 
revolution, Sheriff Eoos administered the formal 
oath. A few days later, however, Ch. E. Plau- 
cireau took command. But Sheriff Roos believed 
tbe murders to have been committed by a few 
drunken Indians; and consequently it would be 
bis duty as Sheriff to imprison the offenders, 
Accompanied by twenty-five men he immediately 
started out towards the scene of the massacre, 
six miles from town. IVben they saw the dead 

'JftoobNiiis from the village ot Bingea-on-tlie-Ehiiie. 
Ha was later n oaptaui under BuU; in oue of tlie Indian 
wan in the west. He etill toBidoe in New Ultu. 
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bodies covered with blood and terribly mutilated, 
and being themselves attacked by some of tlifl 
Indiana from a distance, they changed their mind 
and believed it to be a feal outbreak. Then tbej 
began to look for and gather the dead an< 
wounded, and carried them to New Ulm, So far 
the Sheriffs erroneous idea about the matter servei 
a good purpose. When the wagons carrying t] 
wounded and the dead reached New TJlm, tfa 
excitement among the people also reached i 
climax. ConBidertug the state of affairs as th^ 
then stood, it could easily be seen that the worsf 
was yet to come. Many wanted to leave tovn 
immediately, others thought differently. ThesQ 
did not want to give up their homes so easily, a 
it was to be expected that many more people froEK 
the country would seek refuge in town. Their 
means for defending the town against an atta^ 
were, however, very poor. Still they could n 
easily defend themselves behind barricades i 
town than on the open prairie; and if they would 
try to go Hi. Peter or Mankato, a distance of abow 
thirty miles, they would most likely be attaekej 
by the Indians on the way. 

It was now Monday evening, and strict ordei 
were given to provide alt possible means o 
defense. Fugitives were captured and brought 
back. They began to throw up a breast-worlt, 
and sent Henry Bohnke and Schwerdtteger i 
couriers to St. Peter and Mankato, asking f(4 
immediate assistaoce. These preparations infuse 
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courage and hope into the fenjfuUy- excited minds 
of tbe people, although they did not have mote 
thao fifty guna for defense. Many of these were 
old, rusty and uueloss concerns, such as peaceful 
settlers keep at their homes more for ornament 
than for use. There were only twelve rifles, and 
the fate of two thousand persons was depending 
upon them. In their extreme need they looked 
for other means of defense. Anything that might 
sarva to frighten the enemy waa considered good 
for the purpose. Here could be seen (what one 
would look for in vain among a regular militia), 
several companies armed with axes, scythes and 
pitchforks. 

On account of the residences in New TJIm being 
far apart, except those on Minnesota street, which 
was then the main street of the city, they had to 
limit their fortifications to about four blocks. 
There were only three brick houses in New 01m 
at the time. They belonged to Forster, Flick and 
£rd, respectively, and were chosen as places of 
refuge for the women and children, and included 
in the fortified section of the town. Wettendorf 
also had a brick house; but it waa too far out to 
serve any good purpose. The work of building 
fortifications went on during the whole night, 
from the 18th to the 19lh of August. Old wagons, 
barrels, logs, fuel, etc., were used in building a 
barricade. "Women and children were engaged in 
casting bullets. The anxious labors of the citi- 
zens of New Ulm during those eventful hours, the 
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I neceesary fires that were kept up, the nnmeroq 
pickets that had been Beot out, the coming in 
fugitives, all telling different but equally i 
stories, must have made a weird impression upoi 
those peaceful settlers who ivere far from beinf 
accustomed to such soeaes as these. 
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August i9th.— Indiftns BeBiege tha Town.— To the E 
cadea !— ReinforeementH.—Eam at the Bight Time.- 
Dariag Americans: Many lose their Livea.— Sad Has 
in Town. — New Keinforcementa at Midnight. — Capt^ 
riandrean,— The Morning otter a KeBtless Night. 

ON Tuesday morning, August I9th, the i>eopl< 
began to breathe easier. A night of anxietj 
and care, during which they expected a cruel tau 
unmerciful enemy to fall upon them at 
moment, had now passed away. At the break a 
day H. Brockman, a surveyor, placed himself i 
the flat roof of Erd's residence, and by means of i 
telescope examined the country around New Ulm 
About 11 o'clock families arriving from the Cotj 
tonwood settlement reported that the Indians wen 
beginning to cut the fugitives off from New TJlin. 
(In order to assist these, one Spencer was sent out 
Trith twelve men armed with rifles; and fourteen 
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others were sent out under one Primk, armed 
with double-barrelled shotguns, The latter re- 
turned with a large number of fugitives from the 
Cottonwood settlement. The first party that went 
out did not return; they had gone on too far. 
Their absence caused great uneasiness, because 
they had taken with them the only good arms 
that New Ulm had. 

Meanwhile Mr, Swift, since then Governor of 
Minnesota, came to town from St. Paul, with five 
others, on businesa. According to the custom of 
those days they were well armed and provided 
with eseellent rifles. No sooner had they learned 
the state of affairs than they wanted to turn back; 
but they were finally persuaded by Captain Nix 
to remain . 

About 3 p. M. Erockman gave information that 
in the direction of the Agency, near Hoffman's 
farm, Indians could be seen riding out on the open 
prairie. Excitement and terrible fear now leigneil 
supreme once more. The Indiana came from a 
northwesterly direction towards New Ulm, from 
the side where the cemeteries are now located. 
They kept close together as they came on their 
ponies; but when within a short distance from 
town they separated, and in a few moments the 
place was surrounded. This scene was well cal- 
culated to strike terror into the hearts of the 
people. The Indians were almost naked, covered 
only with their hideoas war-paint. Every move- 
ment indicated their savage thirst for blood. 
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They filled the air with barbarous yells, and boldlj 

' challenged the white man, the representatiTe i 
culture and oivilization, to a fight, What a sigh 
for a poor, helpless people to behold ! Woe to t" 
white laan who fell into the hands of &o terribl 

f a foe I 

Captain Nix immediately ordered his men i 

< the barricades. At first he could gather onl; 
twenty caen, and but ax of these had the couragi 
to fall into line. The Indians had approached, 
and, throwing themselyea upon the ground, 
menced firing, which mode sad hayoc among th4 
defenders. Against their magnificent riflea thi 
arms of the settlers were a mere nothing, 
tain Nix received a bullet in the right hand whlcl 
shattered one of his fingers. The fourteen-year 
old daughter of one Pauly, who, out of curiosity 
had left Erd's residence to see the beginning « 
the fight, was hit by this same bullet, which 
entered her forehead and killed her instantly. 

Spencer's detachment yery fortunately retumet 
at the beginning of the fight. They brought witb 
them many fugitives, and, united together, thej 
forced their way into town. The fight lasted 
about two hours. The Indians numbered several 
hundred. But these seemed to have been onlj 
the advance guard of the army, who boldlj 
attempted to take and plunder the town before tbi 
others could arrive. Three houses were set on fi 

I during the attack, of which Bellin's 

^Ute first. A heavy rain was pouring down, h&< 
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thiB had a great deal to do with the aaving of the 
town, Frederic Penser received a wound on bis 
neck from the effects of which he was a constant 
Bufferer up to the time of his death, in May, 1876. 
He left a large family. 

As soon as the fight was over and the Indiana 
had retreated, the first reinforcements arrived 
from St. Peter, conaisting of twenty-five horsemen 
under the command of Boardman. The proposal 
of Captain Nis that these twenty-five men should 
pursue the Indians was not accepted. 

The same day several citizens met with a very 
sad death. Under various pretexts they left New 
Ulm in the morning. Over a dozen armed men, 
among whom were Carroll, Tuttle, Thomas, 
Jjoomis Bros., Ives, Kirby, Coon, Lemon, Lamb 
and Hinton, left New Ulm. Neither the advice of 
their friends nor the fact that the defense of the 
town was thereby considerably weakened could 
prevent them from leaving. Moreover, they be- 
lieved they were well able to defend themselves 
against a considerable number of Indians. Their 
homes were west of New Ulm, near Iberia, on the 
Cottonwood, and they wanted to go there to save 
their friends and the famUtes they had left 
behind. Some of them had come to New Ulm on 
business, not being aware of the outbreak. Partly 
out of curiosity, and partly with the intention of 
warning the settlers, they entered several houses 
on their way. Everywhere they went they found 
the bodies of the dead. Here and there they dis- 
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^ ooverod children, many of whom were woundedjl 
and these they took with them. When theyf 
reached their homes they found neither Indiana^ 
nor whites. On their way hack to New Ulm theyfl 
separated, some going Bouth and others north ofl 

, the Cottonwood, towards town, in order to discover^ 
and save some of the aettlers who were aaid t 
have been diaperaed over the prairie by thn 
Indians, They hod agreed to unite i 
Tuttle's place and return to town together. Whenj 
the first party, who had been searching on thea 
north side of the Cottonwood, reached Tattle's 
place, they found that the other party bad alreadyl 
left for town. A man coming froTn New Ulm toldl 
them that he had met the others on the way. 

When the second party, among whom wercd 
Carroll, Loomia, Lamh, Ryan, (who had in thai 
meantime joined tbem). Hinton and a Norwegiai 
noticed a fire in the neighborhood of New Ulm,l 
they became suspicious and looked for the Indians.! 
As soon aa they readied the plateau west of Nei 
Ulm, stretching for about a mile from north tol 
south, Hinton rode far enough in advance of thai 
others to see the town from a hill. Returning tal 
his companions be said that the town had justT 
been attacked by the Indians, and proposed tol 
take another road and fly to Mankato. Thisl 
advice was rejected by the majority who reproachedfl 
him for cowardice. They took a good Tiew of thad^ 
town and its surroundings, and could see only a 
few Indians. From there a good road leads t 



DATS or HORBOE ON THE ITROKTIEB. 121 

New Ulm; first across a swamp, then over a pieoe 
of elowly-riBing prairie, on the east side of which 
it leads directly into town. They could have 
reached there in five minutes if the road had been 
clear. Carroll proposed that they force their 
way, and Hinton took the lead. When they came 
to the foot of the hill, near the swamp, they 
noticed two Indians who had been hiding behind 
a big rock leveling their rifles at the first horse- 
man. Hinton drew his revolver and drove them 
back. But when they reached the other side of 
the swamp, those Indians who were hiding in the 
grass opened fire on them. Carroll, Almond, 
Loomis, Lamb, Byan and the Norwegian fell dead 
at the fijrat volley; the other two escaped into 
town. The second half of the expedition oame 
about half an hour later and approached the place 
where so many of their companions had just lost 
their lives, Not seeing Indians anywhere, they 
had no idea that at the end of the swamp they 
would run into a terrible trap. But no aoonet 
had they left the east end of the swamp and were 
within a short distance of town than suddenly 
more than a hundred blood-thirsty savages rose 
up from the tall grass and poured into them a 
shower of bullets. Six men and five horses fell 
dead. Ihomas escaped. His horse was shot 
under him, but throwing away his gun he ran 
and reached town safely. An Indian sent two 
shots after him, but the bullets only struck the 
ground and covered him with dust. He was the 
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only one of the second portion of that expedition 
who brought the news of the terrible fate of his 
companions to New Ulm. Two of the first party 
escaped by jumping on the front part of a wagon. 
The horses had become frightened and ran 
furiously towards town. Near the present Bite of 
the Lutheran church one of the men was shot and 
fell from the wagon, where he lay all night. He 
was mortally wounded and died the next morning; 
the other clung to the pole and reached town 
UQ harmed. 

The place near the swamp gave evidence of the 
fight. Pieces of broken rifles were lying around on 
the trampled ground, and everywhere were traces ■ 
of the fearful struggles of the dying men. A . 
large stone marks the place to this day. On the 
body of one of them, who was not discovered till 
a few weeks later, a pocket-book with $800 was , 
found. He had probably been seriously wounded, 
and, creeping away into a thicket to conceal him- 
self, he died there. Thus was the fool-hardiness \ 
of these men, who were so eager to show thui < 
courage, terribly punished. ' 

The loss of so many strong and courageous 
citizens and the gain for the Indians of so many 
rides were not calculated to ease the minds of 
the terrifled people, The heavy rain storm that 
came towards evening was a great blessing, for 
the Indians were thereby prevented from keeping 
up the siege and the danger of fire was lessened. 
The great uneasiness which overcame all wheo 
night approached was succeeded by much joy, (or 
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about midoigbt the watchmen announeeil the 
arrival of a large troop of horsemen. At first 
Bome were afraid they might be reiufoicementa for 
the hoatilee, But the joyful tidings were soon 
announced that they were the men who, under 
command of the noble Ohaa. E. Flandreau, bad 
come from St. Peter and Le Sueur to risk their 
tires in the defense of their ueighboi's. Their 
arrival brought joy to every heart. The town now 
had 150 able defenders, well armed. This was 
about midnight of Tuesday and Wednesday. 
There were now some 1500 personB in the fortified 
quarters of the town. Every available place was 
occupied. Flandreau was chosen commander-in- 
chief. He brought with him four physicians, Drs. 
Ayer and Mayo from Le Sueur, and Drs. McMahon 
and Daniels from St. Peter. These relieved the 
overburdened Dr. "Weshke, who had been up to 
that time the only physician in New "Ulm. 

On Wednesday steps were taken to provide the 
necessary supplies. The barricades were im- 
proved and everything was done to be able to 
BUcccssfuUy resist the attack which was momen- 
tarily especteiJ. During the day fifty volun- 
teers arrived from Mankato under Captain Bier- 
bauet, and an equal number from Le Sueur. 
Nothing more could be seen of the Indians in 
the vicinity of New Ulm during those painful 
hours. Those who had been killed near town the 
day previous were picked up and buried and the 
wounded brought in and nursed. 



CHAPTER XI. 



Siege o{ Fort Ridgel;.— Little Crow.— Cliiistian Indianfl I 
Bqnall; Cruel. — little Crow's Plan, — CoufTiaion at thai 
Fort.^Shehttn and Jonee, — SerionB Dafense.— Fear of I 
the BewBged.— SoBToity of Water.— Eain iit the Proper I 
Momsnt.— Help AniveB.— The Indians Baise the Siege, f 
— Dr.'Alfred Mueller and hia Devoted Wife. 

ON that day, Wedneaday, August 20th, Chief I 
Little Crow made an attack upon Fort I 
Ridgely, situated about eighteen miles northwest f 
of New Ulm. The assault waa made between 2 I 
and 3 o'clock in the afternoon, just as soon ag the I 
Indians who had attacked New Ulm had returned | 
and joined him. 

Little Crow, the leader in the outbreak, belonged I 
to the civilized Indians. As such he had been at [ 
Washington seyeral times in connection wiUi I 
Indian affairs. He waa shrewd, calculating and I 
talented; but hie ambition knew no bounds. 
Though eiyilized, and like many others acting the I 
part of a civilized man while concealing hie real I 
nature, he waa so intimately acquainted with [ 
Indian affairs, and understood so well the numer- 
ous and notorious wrongs which they had suffered I 
at the hands of white men, that he hated them | 
with a most bitter hatred. 
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Chrietianity (as it was officially .presented to 
them by the Proteatant ministers. Dr. WilliamBon 
and Dr. Rigge) had very little or no iufluenea 
with him or any of the other so-called Chriatian 
Indians. Even the two misaionaries who had for 
many years preached the gospel to the Indians at 
the expense of the Government had to fly with 
the others as soon as they bad gone on the war- 
path. Little Crow numbered among his many 
mental traits the talent of dissimulation. He was 
suspected nevertheless by his own race, on account 
of his many and constant dealings with the repre- 
sentatives of the Government, to have been bribed 
by them. He managed to clear himself of this 
accusation in a satisfactory manner. He was the 
owner of a fine red brick residence, built at the 
expense of the Government, and lived in it. It 
still stands between the lower Sioux Agency and 
Bedwood Falls. 

It is said that early in the morning of the 18th 
of August, messengers came to him witb the news 
of the murders near Acton, and expressed the 
opinion that the time for action had arrived for 
him, and he would he obliged to stand by them in 
bearing the consequences of the crime. Little 
Crow became thereupon greatly excited. He per- 
fectly understood the importance of the outbreak 
and its consequences, since he had occasion enough 
in his travels to ascertain the power of the whites. 
He hesitated only for a moment, then jumping 
from his bed he said: "All right! lam with you," 
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Soon after — even that same morning — the air wbb 
filled with tlie smoke of burning buildings around 
tlie Agency, mingled with the shrieks of the dying 
and the wounded victime of his treachery. From 
that time up to his death Little Crow nerer wore 
the garb of the paleface, of which he had o&ee 
been so proud, 

After the failure of the first attack upon New 
TJtm bia plan was to provide a large number of 
rifles and ammunition, and, above all, a few field- 
pieces. All these could be obtained by capturing 
Fort Kidgely. The time chosen for that work waa 
very favorable. In the morning of August 18th, 
fifty men were ordered to leave, under a lieutenant, 
and go to Fort Bipley, in Northern Minnesota. 
The Indiana around the Fort were probably aware 
of this. On the 20th of August, at 3 o'clock in 
the morning, fire waa opened without warning on 
the outlying pickets. The Indians, numbering 
several hundred warriors, could come to within 
a hundred and fifty yards of the Fort without 
being noticed. An excellent protection for them 
were the barns, built some distance from the Fort, 
from which they could do some deadly work. 
The suddenness of the attack caused great conster- 
nation at the Fort, since no one had any idea that 
the Indians would venture to assault them in their 
stronghold. Two men (Greer and Gooda) fell 
dead at the first volley, Eobert Baker, who had 
just escaped from the other scene of blood, stood 
at the window and was shot through the head. 
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The first mpulee after every surprise is to seek 
protection against an assaulting foe, Ijieutenant 
Bheban at once summoned the soldiers to the 
defense. There were in the whole Fort only 130 
men. Ko one had as yet replaced Captain Marsh 
who fell two days before at the Ferry surprise. 
The six heavy pieces of artillery were placed under 
the immediate command of John Jones; but, for 
the want of an esperienced artillerist, only two of 
them were used. The situation ou the whole waa 
very unfavorable for the defense of Fort Bidgely. 
Wooden buildings and haystacts obstructed their 
view, and the storehouse waa within reach of the 
hostile rifies, so that the necessary provisions 
could only be brought to the Fort under the 
greatest difficulties. Tho place is now deserted 
and shows signs of decay. Some of the buildings 
still bear the marks made by the bullets of the 
besiegers. The danger was further increased by 
the numerous objects to he protected. There 
were the officers' quarters, the wavebouaes, a 
number of log houses belonging to the Fort, and 
other property, for the protection of which the 
number of soldiers was too small. If the Indians 
had succeeded in taking even a few of the build- 
ings the Fort would undoubtedly have been lost. 
They could have taken it at the first assault if they 
had possessed the necessary courage. They suc- 
ceeded indeed in setting fire to a few of the 
smaller out-houses, but the fires were successfully 
kept from the main buildings, Most of these 
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wera of wood, and the dry shingles easily ignited. 
A large bam was occupied by the Indians, and 
from that the beeieged sudered the mo&t. Jones 
Bucceeded in shelliug the bam and setting it on 
fire. 

The anxiety of the besieged, {especially of the 
many women and children who had sought refuge 
there), was pitiable in the extreme. They were 
closed in oo all sides; and during the whole of the { 
night, from the 20th to the 21st of August, they 
expected the enemy to break in upon them at any , 
moment. Their supply of water began to give out 
and they could not obtain any within the Fort, i 
Their only supply came from a spring near by. , 
But when despair had almost overcome them, , 
Heaven had mercy, and rain came down in tor- I 
rente. Little Crow seemed then to realize that the | 
decisive moment had arrived, and, amid peals of ' 
thunder, the booming of cannon and the unearthly 
yells of hia warriors, his voice could be heard 
encouraging them to take the place by storm. But ' 
it was in vain. The besiegers were afraid above 
all things of the artillery, by means of which their 
hiding-places had been destroyed in detail. 

During the night a brave Canadian half-breed 
named Frazier succeeded in breaking through the 
lines and hurried away towards St. Peter, a 
distance of forty-aix miles. He met General Sib- 
ley coming from Fort Snelling, and having reported 
the matters to him he immediately ordered a 
company of cavalry to the assistance of the be- I 
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sieged. Nest morning the Indians retired, and 
after two days of intense anxiety the joyful news 
came ftom one of the guards that horsemen could 
be seen on the road from St. Peter. From that 
moment they felt safe. At &i'st their fears were 
only increased, because many believed them to 
haye been Indians; but as they approached nearer 
all doubts and fears were removed. They were 
three volunteer companies under command of 
Samuel MoPhail, who also brought the good news 
that General Sibley was on his way to the Fort. 

The brave defenders who lost their lives in the 
siege were buried near the Fort. A monument 
now marks the place, and tella the atoiy of their 
valor to future generations. Dr. Alfred Mueller 
was the only physician at the Fort. He was un- 
tiring in his efiforts to alleviate the sufferings of 
the wounded, and his wife, too, like an angel of 
mercy, stood day and night aiding him at the 
bedside of the wounded and the dying. 
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toond Giega of New Ulm. — Lieutenant Huej'B Ilight. — 
United with CHptaia Cos's Troops.— Eoaaes aet on 
Fire, — Inoendisry Mania in Town,— The Pole, Michel- 
owBki. — Wetteadorf a Besidence.— A Barrel of Powder. 
— A Night of Terror.— A Leonidas Troop. — Misimiier- 
standings. — A Stovepipe (or a, Caimoii. — SalTBtion. — 
Departure from New Dim. — Property Lost. — To Man- 
kato and St. Peter.— Bacli Home.— Bemnanta ol the 
Ontbreali.^GrasaiiopperB. — New Ulm Kebnilt.— A Ger- 
man City. — Nothing to fear from the Indiana. 

DURING those daya, which proved to be a real 
blessing for New Ulm, the booming of can- 
nons could be beard from Fort Ridgelj, and this 
encouiaged tbe citizens to increase and strengthen 
the forti&cationa. Even women and children gave 
a helping baud, for they were engaged in prepar- 
ing bandages and casting bullets. They served a 
good purpose. On tbe morning of August the 
23d, emoke-clouds were seen rising eveiywhere. 
The surrounding farm-bouses had been set on fire 
by tbe Indians. Tbe redskins came Socking 
towards town on all sides. Among them was a 
very conspicuous chief riding a white pony. It 
was probably Little Crow himself, The first ad- 
vance of tbe half naked and gaudily-painted 
savages who, amidst a bowling more like that of 
demons than of human beings, came storming o 



and drove the pickets in from the too widely 
extended fortifications, Unfortunately, seventy- 
fire men had just been eent across the Minnesota 
into the Lafayette settlement in Nicolet County, a 
few milea from New Ulm, because, early in the 
morning, columns of smoke bad been seen rising 
there. Lieutenant "W. Huey tried in vain to get 
back to New Ulm. A number of Indians cut off 
hia retreat. On his return, or rather on his flight, 
he met Captain St, Julien Cos, on his way from 
St. Peter to New Ulm. But the Indians were 
strong enough to prevent both companies from 
entering New Ulm, and ao they united on the open 
prairie for their common defense. Seventeen of 
them, however, forced their way through the hos- 
tile ranks, and, taking possession of a windmill, 
fought till towards evening against a band of 
Indians who had taken poasesBion of a hall near by. 
After nightfall they set the windmill on fire and 
entered the barricades near the Dakota House, 

Several other buiklings, among them two mills, 
which were of little use to the Indians during the 
siege, were burned by them. Commander Flan- 
dreau desired to aave what could be saved. Cap- 
tain Nix had advised the destruction of several 
residences outside the fortified quarters, but 
Flandreau would not consent to it. The Indians 
then made use of these residences with great 
advantage to themselves, keeping up a destruo- 
tive fire on Minnesota street. Flandreau then 
resolved that they had to be taken if New Ulm 
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was to be saved. Captain Nix, with fifty i 
mostly farmerB, vigoroualy supported him, and 
received a bullet ia the same arm from which he 
had lost a fiager a few days before. After a stub- 
born resistance the Indiana were driven out at 
about 6 o'clock in the afternoon, and the buHd- 
inga, to save further danger, set on fire.* 

The besieged now began to bum down all the 
buildings outsidG the line which seemed to be in 
their way. A mania for burning houses hadtaben 
80 a firm hold, that, even inside the fortified quar- 
ters, Anton Zecher's residence was destroyed. 
Michelowski, a Pole, was so poasesaed by the fire- 
fiend that he had to be imprisoned, and Flandreau 
issued a proclamation to the effect that any one 
oanght in the act of setting fire to biiildings would 
be shot. The Turner Hall and the unfinished 
Catholic church, both main strongholds for the 
Indians, were fired. 

There Was now only one building standing out- 
side the town, except the four blocks enclosed by 
the barricades. It was Wettendorf's residence, 
and was situated about 1000 yards north of the city 
limits. In it were stationed Zicher, Haeberle, the 
two Held brothers, Theobald, Hortwick, Boblet- 
ter (father of a subsequent postmaster), Kablfeld, 
Hamner and nine others, in order to defend the 
tovu from that side. On account of inadequate 
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mea&B they did not Bucceed irell. It being a 
newly-built brick lioose, the Indiana wisely kept at 
a distance, and only a few were killed. The great 
number ot warriora and their vifjoroua actions 
compelled these men to leave the place, and 
under cover of night cross the Minneeota and get 
into Nicolet County. Eunning towards Swan 
Lake they entered a swamp where they had to 
remain all night. J. Hartwick alone remained 
in the house. Anxiety and fear had so worked 
upon his mind that he became unaconcious of dan- 
ger. Towards morning he ran into town, receiv- 
ing five ahota, none of which proved fatal. Three 
years ago Hartwick was injured by a mowing 
machine, from the effects of which he died. Sueh 
is fate! 

The besieged at New Ulm defended themaelvea 
like the valiant Greeks at the Pasa of Thermopylae. 
They had the courage of Uous, and met with bet- 
ter suooesa than their Spartan prototypes. They 
were constantly prepared for any emergency. 
Most of the women and children were in the cel- 
lars under brick houaea, and theae were so filled 
that there waa hardly any standing room left. 
With heroic courage and self-denial, they re- 
mained in their chosen prisons, always ready for 
the worat. The most dreadful Buspense theae 
women suffered was the fear of the victorioua war- 
cry of the red demons, which waa worse than death 
to them. 
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In Erd'e cellar, in which the greater number of 
women and children were huddled together, there 
was a barrel of powder in charge of the widow of 
the late John Sclimitsi. It was held in readiness 
to blow up the building as soon as the Indians 
entered victorious. This fact was a menace to the 
whole town. Some cowardly wretches, it ia eaid, 
had entered the cellar several times crying out 
that the town was taken. But womanly prudence 
and a mistrust, which would have been wrong at 
any other time, prevented a terrible catastrophe. 
Many may consider the intention which prompted 
these preparations not justified, and altogether 
wroog. But when the terrible fate which awaited 
the women and children (of which some instancee 
will be given presently), is taken into considera- 
tion, it is not fair to condemn their action. The 
poet Korner has honored and immortalized a 
similar action in his " Count Zrini, or the Capture 
of Szygeth," where his wife and daughter had 
chosen a similar fate rather than fall into the 
hands of the Moslems. 

During the whole night from Saturday to Sun- 
day the fight was going on. It was truly a night 
of terror, because the citizens had to fight against 
an enemy who knew not mercy for either women 
or children, and who, thirsting for blood, waa 
dreadfully in earnest to avenge his wrouge upon 
the innocent as well as the guilty. The crack of 
rifles, the whizzing of bullets, the wild yells of the 
Indians, the moans of the wounded and dying, the 



cries of frightened children, the aurrouuding dark- 
Qees— these things were not calculated to fill the 
minds of the people with courage and hope. They 
rather filled the minds of the most courageous with 
fear. And then came the thought that the Indians 
might have taken Fort Itidgely, and, in posseBSion 
of its instruments of death, nothing would he left 
of New L'Im. But the men stood firmly at the 
barricades. They were all heroes, and, vahantly 
exposing their hreaats to the deadly bullets of the 
enemy, they quietly sent, like angeie of death, 
their own dreadful summons to their terrible 
foe. There was, however, no lack of misimder- 
sttindinga. . Captain Todd and others lost their 
lives in a very careless manner by making a sortie 
from the barricades in order to drive the Indians 
back. They were, of course, unmercifully butch- 
ered only a few steps from the barricades, The 
Indians made the fortunate mistake of too heavily 
charging their rifles, and, on this account, often 
shot above the mark. 

A baker named Castor wanted to carry bread to 
Bome hungry customers, and, being obliged to 
expose himself to the fire of the hostUes, put on a 
bulblo robe so as to appear like an Indian. A 
Trhiia man took him for one of them and of course 
shot him . 

An old man named Eupke was crazed by fear 
and left the fortifications, and his body was after- 
irards found frightfully mutilated. 
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What a relief it mast ha^e been to those brave 
people when, at the break of day, the Indians 
began to diBperBe! The Lord's Day— it was Sun- 
day, August 24th — brought salvation and safety. 
How many of the Indiana were killed cannot be 
estimated, since they took with them when at all 
possible the dead and wounded. But the quan- 
tity of blood discovered around the city gave eri- 
deuoe of b terrible loss to them. 

New Tllm had only eight dead and sixty 
wounded. Many of the latter died on account of 
its being impossible to give them the necessary care. 
One hundred and forty-nine residences were de- 
stroyed. Between nine and ten o'clock, Capt, Cox 
managed to get into town with seventy-five men. 
Soon after that all the Indians retreated and held 
a council, whereupon they left altogether. Their 
main camping ground was in the neighborhood of 
the present Catholic cemetery. It is said that 
their sudden retreat was partly caused by a pieoe 
of strategy. It is well known that nothing can 
terrify the Indians so much as aiiillery. An 
inventive genius placed a stovepipe upon a cart, 
and two anvils were used for making the necessary 
noise. The Indians were thereby made to believe 
that a cannon had arrived during the night. This 
reminds us of the fatal horse of Troy. It waa 
there that strategy conquered ihe old city, and 
here the young city was saved by the same means. 

Captain Cos had been charged by the Governor 
to command the people to leave the town as soon 
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as possible. Some refused to leave, especially 
Gaptttin Nix. They were of the opinion that, 
after they were now somewhat secure and had 
gone through so much, they ought not ao easily 
give up their homes to the enemy. Their victories 
thus far made them proud and courageous, and 
they did not think it necessary to fiy from even bo 
formidable an enemy. The majority, however, 
were in favor of leaving the city, and the minority 
villingly gave in, in consideration of the many 
women and children and wounded men. More- 
over, it was almost impossible for the two thou- 
sand five hundred persons to find accommodations 
in the forty-nine houses that had remained intact. 
Provisions were also wanting. The numerous 
dead animals that were lying in and around town 
exposed to a hot summer sun soon would have 
filled the air with a stench that would have made a 
stay impossible. Sunday afternoon, preparations 
were made for removing to Mankato, twenty-eight 
miles from New Ulm. Monday morning, August 
25th, a long caravan — some in wagons, others on 
horses, and others on foot— moved towards Man- 
kato. There were in the line one hundred and 
fifty wagons, of which fifty-ais were carrying the 
flick and the wounded. The deserted city pre- 
sented a very melancholy aspect. On account of 
the scarcity of teams many articles of furniture 
whieli had been so anxiously protected by their 
owners had to be left behind, All manner of 
things were lying about in the deserted houses 



and in the streets. Of the hundreds of articles 
only the more important and valuable had been 
removed. Some tried to carry household utensils 
on their Bhoulders, but, finding it inconvenient if 
not impossible, dropped them. The road between 
New Ulm and Mankatowas therefore covered with 
miscellaneous household furniture. Nearly every- 
thing to which they had become devotedly 
attached had to be left behind in order to save 
their lives. The extent of the loaa and tho 
seriousness of the situatiou increased their sorrow 
more and more; and many a scalding tear was 
shed as the stricken people looked back upon 
their lost treasures. But the saddest of all were 
those who numbered their kindred among the 
dead, and who were obliged to leave them un- 
buried on hostile ground. These things were 
more painful and oppressive than wounds. There 
were lonesome hearts in that sad procession, 
anxioua to know what had become of father or 
mother, husband or wife, sister or brother or 
child. 

When they reached Mankato orders were re- 
ceived to bring the sick and the wounded as well 
as the women and children to St. Peter, twelve 
miles farther. The able-bodied men were retained 
to assist iu defending the town, since the Winne- 
bago Indians were reported to have gone on the 
war-path. This separation of families waa a new 
source of anxiety and sorrow. On reaching St. 
Feter the wounded and the helpless received all 
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possible care and attention at the hands of its 
noble- hearted citizens. A few days before many 
of the fugitives who had arrived there from West 
Newton could get nothing to eat, because the 
people of St. Peter did not believe the report of 
an outbreak. There were so many sick and 
wounded that the private residenees could not 
accommodate them all; the Catholic church waa 
therefore turned into a temporary hospital. Later 
on, many of the wounded and sick, and also the 
women and children, were removed down the Min- 
nesota River to other towns — Le Seuer, Hender- 
son, Belle Plains, Shakopee, and oven to St. Paul. 

After a few days, many of the citizens of New 
Ulm returned, for they had learned that a regular 
militia regiment and a number of well-armed vol- 
unteers had gone out in pursuit of the Indians. 
The defense of the town had no regular militia, 
but was made up in a huny of all kinds of people, 
including farmers, mechanics and laborers. 

The sufferings which they had endured, the 
almost irreparable loss of property and the dread 
of a repetition of theae same trials were the causes 
why a number of the people of New Ulm and its 
vicinity did not return to their homes, St. Paul, 
Cincinnati and Chicago now contain many of the 
fugitives of that time. Many sold their property 
for a mere trifle, if they could only secure a little 
cash. Others more courageous took this occasion 
to settle in that country and made fortunes, Many 
tbua obtained fine farms for a few hundred doUara 
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which were even then worth more than as taaay 
thousands. 

It took quite a while, however, before immigra- 
tion to New Ulm and its surroundingB made any 
. real progress, because the Indians continued for a 
■.long time after the outbreak to harass the settlers. 
\, was hardly a year after that when Athanasiua 
[enle was shot at by the Indians, on his way to 
town, in broad daylight. He escaped without 
injury. Not far from there a man named Bosohe 
was shot dead the same day while working on 
Lwhat is now Ffaender's farm, just as bis three soni 
I^Trere bringing him his dinner. But when, a few 
ryears later, the United States (Government indem- 
1 nified the people for their losses as far as money 
I oould do it, a golden era opened for New Ulm and 
Tioinity. Immigrants continued to come, and they 
brought with them wealth and prosperity. The 
graaahopper plague from 1873 to 1876 interfered 
somewhat with its progress for the time being. 
But in spite of the calamities through which this 
settlement bad passed, having had more to endure 
than any other settlement in the United States, 
the New Ulm of to-day, on account of its substan- 
tial prosperity in both public and private build- 
ings, makes as favorable a showing for Its size as 
any other town in the Union. German persever- 
ance, industry and manners have established be- 
yond the Mississippi a cradle of culture; and its 
steady and rapid progress ia due to the untiring 
hands of Qermania's boss, 
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New TJlm ia aa almost exclusively German town. 
Only about half a dozen of its propertj-boldere 
are not Oermans. In its vicinity there is hardly a 
settler to be found who was not bom and raised in 
some part of Germany. Every German province 
from the shores of the North Sea to the southern 
borders of Austria, and from the banks of the 
Moselle to the Neva, has sent her representatives; 
and still there is room for many thousands more. 
There is no longer any danger from the Indiana, 
even though the new-comer should go hundreds of 
miles beyond New Ulm. Only a small tribe of 
tba Sioux live in Dakota, near Big Stone Lake, 
and all these are on friendly terms with the whites. 
From Minnesota the implacable Sioux is removed 
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PnniahniBnt of CriminnlB. — The Greateat Evil-doera go Kree.l 
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doned by Froaident Lincoln. — Kainea of the Con-l' 
demned.— An Amputated Nose.— Key. Kigga reads tbsfl 
Sentence of Death to the Condemned.— Tbeit Beligiona ■ 
Frofeauona. — Martial Law in Mnnkato. — tssi FatEweiOM 
from Friends and Eelati-vea. — Ta-ti-mi-na. — Ta-mo andl 
Bed lion. — Death- wailing of the Condemned. — Tbel 
Gallowa.— The Indiana Decorate ThomaelveB for Deatb.f 
—Old of the Condemned.— Final Scene. 

THE agents who so shamefully defrauded thai 
Indians ought to have been punished i 
severely as the Indians themselves; but Lhey, the J 
originators of the whole trouble, could not beJ 
reached by the laws ol the land. It was onlyl 
those who were reached by the cruel hands of thel 
irritated Indians that sulfered for those men's I 
misdeeds. Many of them are enjoying life inl 
mansions erected by the money that they stolo I 
from the poor Indians, and the cement of those I 
buildings is the innocent blood of hundreds of I 



the unfortunate settlers. Do they ever give a 
thoiiglit that a higher tribunal awaits them ? * 

After a toDg and difGcult campaign. General 
Sible; bad succeeded in capturing a large number 
of the Indians who had taken part in this massacre. 
Three hundred and three of them were condemned 
to death. The idea of executing so many men, 
several of whom were fathers of families, roused 
the sympathy of a large number of influential 
citizens of the United States, and the leading 
papers throughout the land espoused the cause of 
the condemned. It was urged that the mischief 
which had been done could not in any way be 
lessened by the wholesale destruction of so many 
lives. Probably, the conviction was gaining 
ground in many minds that the revolt of the 
Indians was not altogether without cause. Again, 
they had already suffered severely for their out- 
break by privations and the loss of many lives. 
Those three hundred and three Indians were in 
etrict confinement in a camp between Mankato 
and South Bend on the banks of the Minnesota. 
When they were led as captives through New Ulm 
DC the 7th of November, 1S62, a new massacre 



*OnptaiD Thompson, nt the time a baiiker at St. Paul, 
who tumdled a good deal of ttie Indians' inoaej before the 
oatbreak, was bo poor at La CroHae, Wis., before lie beunme 
Superintendent of Indian affairs foe Minneaota and Iowa, 
that he was nn the point of losing Jiis terry-boiit— ao heavily 
was it laden with dabta. Soon Met he had become Soper- 
intendcDt, he had monej snongh to invest a million doUara 
in Bontbetn Minneaotu B. B. Bonds. 
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had almost taken place. The remembtanoe o 
their awful deeds was still fresh In the minds ( 
the people, and nothing hut the extraordinai; 
vigilance and prudence of the officers in charg 
prevented another terrible catastrophe. Th 
female portion of the community proved to be th 
most dangerous, for they attacked the destroyei 
of theii families and their homes with a shower C 
stones. Many of the Indians were aerioiu^ 
wounded, and the commanding officer, Oolont 
Marshall, found it necessary to keep them out c 
town and lead them by another road to Mankato^ 
But this was not the hrst time (he Indians were iik 
danger of being massacred. The anger of tha 
whites was so great that an attack upon then 
their certain destruction, was planned on all sides. 
At New TJlni orders had been given to follow th« 
prisoners, attack them at night in the woodRi 
between New TTlm and Mankato, and put them a 
to death. Similar threats were made at Mankato, 
and during the night of the ith of December 
detachment of cavalry and infantry were sent i 
the camp to prevent a possible attack. On the CtE 
of December, G-overnor Eamsey issued a procla 
mation earnestly warning the people against siioJ 
action. During the time the Indians were keptii 
oonflnement near Mankato many conferences wei 
held to determine how many and which of then 
should bo put to death. These conferences laste 
more than a month. Stephen Miller then pre 
claimed the order of President Lincoln, that c 



the Sioux, half-breeds as well as ladians, tJiirty- 
Qine should Buffer the penalty of death. This 
order was dated December 7, 1862. The execution 
should take place on Friday, December 26, 1862. 
On Monday, December 2d, the thirty-nine con- 
demned were separated from the others. The 
reader may find an interest in the names of some 
of the condemned. Among them were, Wahe-hua 
(Unknown); Wahpa-doo-ta (Ued Foliage); Ma-za- 
bom-doo {Iron Blower); Sna-ma-ne (Ringing Foot- 
man); Hin-han-Bchoon-ko-ag-ma-ke (A Footman 
with an Owl's Tail); The-ho-hito-ne-sha (Forbid- 
ding His House); Rha-in-yan-ka-ne (Battling Bun- 
ner); Ta-zoo (Red Otter); Wy-a-tah-ta-wa (Hie 
People). 

One of the ugliest in the lot was "Amputated 
Nose." This monster in human form had killed 
twenty-one men, women and children, mostly 
Oermans. In Beaver Creek settlement the In- 
dians captured a wagon-load of fugitives, and, 
whilst two of them held the horses, he jumped on 
the wagon and killed nine children with his toma- 
hawk. He tore one of them from the arms of its 
mother, and, running a long iron rod through its 
body, fastened it to a fence. Having cut off the 
motiier's hands and feet, the eavagea left her to 
die by the roadside. 

Bey. Riggs, an Episcopal minister, and their 
own missionary, had to read to them the sentence 
of death in the Sioux language. This was a very 
impressive scene, but the Indians renuuned 
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trnmoTed. Only one half-breed named Milaud 
appears to have taken tlie matter seriously to heart, 
During the reading of the awful sentence many ol 
them quietly continued smoking their pipes. One 
of them, as soon as he learned the day appointed 
for the carrying out of the sentence, emptied his 
pipe and at once filled it again with IdniHuik (the 
red bark of a shrub) whilst another was in the oet; 
of preparing a handful of the same in order to 
sweeten the few remaining days of his earthly 
career. 

According to the principles of our free institn- 
tions every one of the condemned was at liberty to 
choose the religion in which he wanted to die, and 
they were oflScially notified of the fact. The 
Government also offered to procure the spiritual 
advisers of their choice. Strange as it may 
appeal', thirty-six out of the thirty-nine becamt 
Catholics, though they had always been under the 
spiritual guidance of Protestant ministers who, 
as has been said, were in the employ of the Gov- 
ernment for years past at the different agencies. 
Their Catholic spiritual adviser was the Rev. 
Father Bavoux, who is at present attached to the 
Cathedral at St. Paul aa Yicar-General of the 
diocese.* Martial law was proclaimed at Mankato 
by Stephen Miller on the 24th of December, and 



• The diffarent Indian tribes who, eome yeets ago, hald a 
great oouncit with the TepreaeDtatives of the aovemmcol 
bJbo wonted (ndi) Catbalic priests, a (act which wm tspoited 
' y paper tihrougliout tha oountry. 
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S to be in force within a radius of sisteon miles. 
On the same day the friends and relatives of the 
eondemaed were permitted to bid them a last 
farewell. There odg could see that all men, of 
whatever color or nationality, have the same ten- 
der feelings for their own at the most critical 
moment in life. The rough-looking and appar- 
ently unfeeling redskins could only with the 
greatest difficulty refrain from weeping as they 
took leave of their friends, or as they were send- 
ing messages to their absent relatives. They were 
especially deeply moved and sad when they spoke 
of their women an4 children. Otherwise they 
seemed perfectly prepared to meet death. The 
expressions of their sentiments are very interesting. 

Ta-te-mi-na, an old Indian, wanted his relatives 
to be told not to lament over his death. "I am 
old," said he, " and would not live long anyway. 
This execution cannot shorten my days much. I 
die innocent. My hands are not stained with the 
blood of the whites; and this gives me hope to be 
saved in the great beyond. I hope my friends 
• will regard my death as a passage into a better 
world. I have every hope to enter directly into 
the home of the Great Spirit, where I will be 
happy for ever." 

When Eed Iron, chief of the Sisaetons, who, 
together with chief A-ki-pa, had labored to pre- 
vent the Indiana from going on the war-path, took 
leave of the condemned chief Ta-zoo, the latter 
said to them: "Friends, last summer you were 
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against us. You were constaQtly dreading 
outbreak of those who were determined to destroy 
the whites. Yourselvea and ^rour relatives were 
exposed to man; threats and insults; but you were 
firm in your friendship for the whites, an* 
advised the Indians not to make war upon them 
Tour actions were condemned at the time, but 
now we recognize your wisdom. You were righl 
when you said that the whites could not be anni 
hilated, and it was madness to attempt it. Yoi 
were then with your families, and your lives were 
in danger. * To-day you are here at liberty, giv- 
ing us food and helping to watch ua, and thirty- 
nine of us will have to die in two days, because we 
refused to listen to your advice and follow your 
example. 

On Friday morning, when Father Ravoux en- 
couraged the Indians to face death bravely, old 
Ta-zoo broke out into a sad lamentation, and 
all the others fell in. It was neither a voice of 
despair nor an expression of sorrow, but rather a 
paroxysm of savage passion, and made such an 
impression upon eye and ear that even those wh<* 
did not understand the words could feel ths 
meaning. Sometimes they would interrupt their 
wailing by a smoke, during which they sab 
motionless and in profound silence, which vt 

'Those cbiefB, amoug wham 
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mterTDpted only bj ao occasional murmur and 
the rattling of their cliains. At times a laugh 
oould bo heard when their friends wished the one 
or the other a happy journey into the land of the 
Gtreat Spirit. They gave their pipes und trinkets 
to their intimate friends. They took great pains 
in decorating themselves for the last moment, 
making use of little pocket mirrors aud decking 
their hair with feathers and ribbons. They also 
painted their faces nith great care. Most of them 
wore religious emblems ; crosses, rosaries and 
medals. When they shook hands with their 
friends for the last time, they pointed toward 
heaven, saying; " We are going upward." 

Their fetters were now removed and their arms 
pinioned. Soon after o'clock Father Eavoux 
entered the prison. The guard withdrew, and they 
stood up in rows. After a short exhortation the 
good Father knelt down and prayed with them. 
They all prayed aloud. During these religious 
exercises they appeared to be men of a different 
race. Their voices were soft and mild, and every 
semblance of the Indian warrior was gone. The 
gallows on which the tbirty-nine were to die 
together was a large square structure, erected on 
Front street in the town of Mankato, and on the 
east bank of the Minnesota. It was so aiTanged 
that the cutting of one rope would cause tbem all 
to swing in the air. As soon as the Sheriff opened 
the prison door to lead them out they followed 
cheerfully. It seemed as if the news of a pardon 
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oouM not have induQed them to leaye their prison 
more roadilj than this BummonB to death did. 
They aaoended the scaffold in baste such aa if they 
were afraid of being left behind. They were 
almost continually singing their melancholy Bongs, 
and only here and there a shrill yell was heard. 
Aa soon as the white caps were drawn over their 
faces there ensued a scene which is very hard to 
desoribe. All began to sing, and although there 
appeared many a dissonance, it was a singularly 
doleful harmony. The fatal trap-door was now 
about to be sprung. Their trembling forma were 
moving to and fro, and, although bound, they 
tried to take one another by ths hand, which 
several succeeded in doing, sinoe they stood ao 
close together. Three or four would thua oling 
together, and their hands would go up and down 
with the rise and fall of their voices. An old man 
tried in vain to reach the hand of his companioa 
in death, and this greatly roused the sympathy of 
the spectators. Every one called out his own 
name, and wanted to hear the name of his friend, 
which was as much aa to say; "I am here." 

Major Brown gave the signal that everything 
was ready. The beating of a drum, which oould 
hardly be heard above the voices of the dying — and 
all was over I The rope which was fastened to 
the trap-door waa cut by J, Duly of Lake Shetek. 
The Indians had killed three of his children 
and taken his wife and two other children cap- 
tive. For half a minute the bodies hung there 
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tBOtio&lesB, only trembling a little. After a miniito 

Q drew Tip their feet once or twice and then 

iDoTed no more. One of tbem was still breathing 

kfter ten minutes, and only after re-arranging the 

Wpe around hia neck did he breathe hia laat. After 

Sbe tx)dies had been examined by the physiciana, 

b few mule teams were driven up and the bodies 

) conveyed to their common grave below the 

1. 

A very large number of people and a groat 

^ftny Boldiera witnessed the aoene, the like of 

' li will probably never again take place. The 

aecution of thirty-nine at tbe same moment, and 

J one and the same instrument of death, stands a 

IDlitaiy fact in the history of our country. 
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THIS ends the history of the outbreak, as far 
aa New Ulm ia concerned. The author, 
however, deems it of interest to the reader to add 
afewfacts in GODnectioB with other places. This 
will also serve to give a better underetanding of 
the massacre. This work cannot lay claim to & 
full acaonnt of the outbreak. There were thou- 
sands of persona connected with it, and the story 
of each would be an interesting recital. It is a 
pity that some able writer does not undertake the 
task of {>'athering all the interesting facts con- 
nected with the massacre, and in due form hand 
them down to posterity. 

During the year 1855, a party of courageous 
emigrants from Suabia settled on the beautiful 
prairie on the north bank of the Minnesota, six 
miles northwest of New TJlm, A few Bavarians, 
and later on, some German Bohemians, joined 
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'1£em. Oq the spot where the mttgai&ceai Catho- 
lic church now standa, there was at the time an 
old log cabin which they caUed a church. Besde 
the cabin waa a saloon in which the Soabians were 
wont to seek consolation for their bodies, if the 
absence of the priest deprired them of food for 
the soul. The saloon belonged to Jacob Manerle, 
from Wurtemberg. One of his relatives, Vincent 
Bruner, bad a fana two miles west of the church. 
Oa the 18th of Aagnat he was bauling wheat into 
hiB bam. At dinner-time an Indian named Dick- 
inson came down from the Lower Agencj. He 
came there by mistake, baring taken the wrong 
road on bis way to New Xllm, and asked Bruner 
for a team to go to New Ulm where be had press- 
ing business to attend to. Bruner refused, bat 
offered to go with him to a neighbor who had time 
to spare to bring him to town. Dickinson then 
told Bruner that he wanted to procure soldiers, for 
the Indians had gone on the war-path. Bruner 
then hitched up his team and went with him. 
Beaching the river bottom they commenced to 
talk with the neighbors, and while doing so, the 
report of fire-arms was heard. Bruner said he 
would have to turn back to warn his neighbors 
and protect his family. Dickinson then said he 
might go back if he wanted to, but be would keep 
the horse and wagon; if that was not satisfactory 
be would kill him. They now drove as fast as 
possible towards Now UJm, which was then only 
ne miles distant. Dickinson had promised to 



pay Lim well tor this trouble, but he did not. 
Diokinaon was afterwards killed. 

Near New 01m tbey met three Indians who 
laughed at them because they came in such hs 
Tbey found the people of New Ulm in a state of 
p^eat excitement, for they were engaged in making 
ktreparations for defense against their enemy, the 
PnewB of the murders near Henle's place having' 
just reached them. A. little later Zicher and 
Rupke arriTed, announcing the death of their 
companions and asking for help. Upon Zioher' 
s Bruner drove back aoross the lower ferry to 
^est Newton, and taking the road that leads 
Across the high lauds, he hurried to his house. 
He gave the news to those who were working in 
the fields; but they did not believe him, and he 
was even laughed at. He therefore took his 
family and removed them to 9t. Peter. Messen- 
gers were now hurrying from house to house pro- 
claiming the dreadful news and warning the set- 
tlers to leave. 

At Lafayette, four miles from the church, forty- 
five teams and a large number of men, women and 
I children gathered at the house of Anton Eau8. 
► On account of scarcity of ammunition they left 
Babout midnight for St. Peter, a distance of three 
^ miles. Comiug near the town many of tham 
suddenly determined to go back to Swan Xjak«: 
and from there they could see great fires at New 
"Ulm. Among these whoremainedbebind{tweii4y- 
Lthi-ee families in all) were Epple, Matsh aod Tet- 
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ter, with some settlers from Lafayette. These 
were anxious to obeerve thinge from their own 
homes, and for a while went back and forth, not 
knowing what to do. They could see Indians on 
all sides. Near Albreoltt'e place twelve of them 
met, and after a short oousultation decided to go 
further west. They slept in hay-staoks that night 
and next morning returned to their homes. On 
their way they found many houses deserted and 
the doora locked. From the upper story of a 
house they could see Indians on their ponies 
about a mile and a half away. Four of the party 
having already left in the direction of the Indians, 
Q. Eatzenberger huiiied after them and called 
them back, and they all hid in the woods a short 
distance from the house. The Indians came up 
vary eloae to them. From their hiding-plaee they 
could even see them setting fire to several stacks 
of grain, barns, and the splendid structure called 
the Lafayette House, belonging to Anton Kaus. 
Katzenherger had a good dog with him, and for 
fear that he might bark and put the Indians on 
their track he hung him to a tree, Against the 
advice of his friends Manerle returned home, 
believing that the Indians, with whom he was well 
acquainted, would not molest him. Hia decapi- 
tated body was afterwards found near his house, 
but the head was not discovered. For ten days 
his faithful dog sat beside the body of his master. 
The Indians, however, discovered the party that 
WBFfl in hiding; and one of them came up close 
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and saiil: "Come along, boys!" They did not 
obey the summons, but fled towards New Ulm and 
crossed the Minnesota in an old and leaky canoe. 
This was on the 23d of August, and they had not 
been at New Ulm more than half an hour when 
the Indiana surrounded the town. 

Only fourteen houBea were burned at West 
Newton; but the other places were completely 
destroyed by fire. The school-house and the 
Catholic church remained intact. Of the Ger- 
mans who lived near New Ulm and were massacred 
in that county the author knew Christian Richter, 
Max Heck, Fr, Gottlieb, Gerbeth, John Schwatz, 
Anna Maria and Katharine Scharz. 

Maria Hartmann, Henle's sister, now Mrs. J. 
Bobletter, whose husband, on the 18th of August, 
was killed on his farm near Henle's place, suffered 
greatly, but was fortunate under the oiroum- 
stanoea. She tells her own story as follows: 

"My husband, Florian Hartmann, was on the ISth 
day of August engaged with another man, John 
Eohner, in binding wheat near our house. When 
I had tbeir dinner ready for them I heard some 
noise, and on looking out I could see houses on 
fire, and also thought I could see them at work 
trying to save the buildings. At the same 
moment I heard the cry " Nippol" (kill) and the 
reports of several rifles. Thinking the Indiana 
were killing some cattle, I ran out to see what was 
{oing on, An Indian came close up to the bouse 
red at me and then ran away. Full of fear 1 
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btmied towards my huabaDd who was about, forty 
rods from the house, and on crossing the road I 
noticed a man lying on the ground and thought 
he was aeleep. It was Hartmann's hired man, 
Bohner, andhe waa covered with blood. Look- 
ing for ray husband I found him about thirty steps 
away from Rohner, lying on the ground. He 
motioned to me to keep quiet and to drag him 
into the corn-field, because be was shot. Stricken 
with fear, I waa powerleaa to do it. I cast myself 
down beside my huaband, and in my esceaaive 
grief knew not what to do. Soon after, two 
Indiana came up to the dying Rohuor and fired 
two more shots at him. My poor husband then 
begged me to bide in the corn-field, because I 
could not do him any good where I was. I ran 
and hid as ha told me, digging a hole in the 
ground with my hands to creep in. I remained 
there till towards evening. Two Indians paaaed 
close by me, but did not notice me. 

"About 8 o'clock I heard some one weeping 
bitterly, but did not dare to leavemyplaoe, think- 
ing it might be an Indian. After a while I crept 
toward my husband, and found him cold and stiff 
in death, I took some hair from his head as a 
remembrance, and fled into the wooda. Even the 
ftnimals seemed to realize what was going on. 
Under a large oak in the vicinity of a spring I 
remained all that night, and toward 4 o'clock in 
the morning I hurried towards the Minnesota in 
order to escape across the ferry into Nicolet 
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the river. I tried in vain to get across on the 
rope, and so I had to hide all day in the woods, 
and suffered greatly from the mosquitoes. Ahout 
8 o'clock in the evening I went back to our house 
and passed 6ve Indian tepees on my way. 

" I went into the house to take some clothing, 
and in picking up some of the bedding that was 
lying on the floor I noticed a wounded Indian 
lying thereon, and immediately ran away. When 
I passed the baru in my flight an Indian fired at 
me, but missed me on account of the darkness of 
the night. During the whole of that night and 
the following day I remained in concealment. On 
the fourth day it rained heavily, I was very tired 
and completely worn out. Such sadness overcame 
me that I was almost sorry for not having found 
death at the hands of the Indians. The rain con- 
tinued to the fifth day, and being completely 
drenched, I ventured back to the house; but on 
going in I found nearly everything gone, However, 
I fell happy to find some dry underolothing to put 
on. The hogs were in their pen and screamed for 
hunger. I had compassion on them and gave 
them some corn. I was lucky enough to find a 
loaf of bread, and with this I went back to mj 
hiding place. But I was sorry to have betrayed 
my presence through my compassion for the hun- 
gry animals. On the sisth day I wanted to go 
to the house, but noticing some Indians near 
the place^ X hurried back. _ During this and ths 
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next day I heard continual sbooting. On the 
evening of the eighth daj my dog came to me and 
waa overjoyed to see me. I, too, rejoiced as if I 
had met with a friend in my terrible loneliness. 
I shared the remainder of my bread with Mm. 
He seemed to be very hungry. But at the a 
moment the thought struct me that be might 
betray my hiding-place, and in order to remove 
that danger I took my apron and strangled him 
with it. But he fought ao fiercely, that it waa 
only with the greatest exertions that I succeeded 
killing him. 

"On the morning of the ninth day I hoard a 
great noise which aeemed to cotue nearer and 
nearer; but I soon felt relieved when I found it to 
be only a few hogs. I remained two more days in 
my concealment, and hardly dared to go a hun- 
dred steps farther. In my terrible condition, liv- 
ing on a little bread and wild berries, life seemed 
to have new charms. I enjoyed the singing of the 
birds, and thanked my Creator and prayed for the 
preservation of my life, 

"A strange presentiment made me leave my 
hiding place on the twelfth day. I went to the 
homes of my brothers, and to that of Casimir, 
but found them all empty. A terrible sight pre- 
sented itself to me in Zettel's house. There I 
found the bodies of the father and his four child- 
dren, and between them a loaf of bread. I 
very hungry and greatly desired to take the bread, 
but the odor of the corpses was so repulsive that 



L but the 0( 



THE tSDI 

I could not eat it. In Pelzl's houae I found the 
dead bodies of bis fatber and of a woman. A. 
short distance from the house I found the bodies 
of old Mesanaer and of a girl. In Anton Henle'a 
houae lay the body of one of his children. The 
air was everywhere filled with the stench of the 
corpses. 

"I now determined to go to New TTlm, six 
miles distant. In the cemetery I noticed a white 
flag, which filled me with courage and hope. But 
when I came near town and noticed that many- 
buildings had been burned down and the town 
was deserted, new fear and anxiety overcame me. 
I did not go farther, but returned immediately to 
my hiding-place because I was afraid I might 
meet Indians in town. At 7 o'clock in the evening 
I waa again at my brother Anton'a houae, from 
which I could hear a great noise. I went in 
because I thought I would have to die anyway. 
The noise, however, was caused by all aorta of 
animals that bad gathered in the houae. 

" From there I went to my own house, and 
to bed, and reproached myself for having gone 
away so far. On the following day I searched for 
aome potatoes; but it was only with great difficulty, 
and after going to two other houses, that I could 
find a match. As soon as I had found some 
matches, I returned to my house, feeling rich and 
happy, and prepared a aoup. I had two matches 
left, and for fear that I might lose them, I kept 
up a fire at a stump near by. 
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" Od the fourteenth day I found some egge and a. 
Bsnik of flour, but could not make use of the flour. 
After that I remained in-doors most of the time. 
An ox came up to the house with an ugly wound. 
I washed the wound and the animal got well. A 
cttif had one of its eyes shot out and died. I then 
began to gather plums and mits and dig pota- 
toes, because I had lost all hopes of being rescued, 
and wanted to provide for the winter. I was 
under the impression that all the settlers had been 
put t« death, 

" On the seventeenth day I went to look for the 
body of my husband, and, on my way thither, I 
heard some shooting aud the barking of dogs. I 
almost fainted on looking up and seeing eight men 
come towards me. One of them leveled bis gun, 
and now I thought I would after all have to die. 
But the cry: ' sister 1' roused me again, and in 
a moment I was in the arms of my brother Atha- 
nasius, who had taken me for a, squaw on account 
of the change my sufferings and anxieties had 
brought upon me. Fortunately I knew of an old 
wagon near by which had been left by the Indians. 
My brother had only a sled for bis horse. The 
wagon was fixed up and we went to town with it, 
where I again enjoyed the society of human 
beings, of which I had been deprived for more 
than a fortnight." 



CHAPTER XV. 

JaBtins Krieger'a Adventures,— The FamiliBB Bush and Roata 1 
MaBBttcre'l. — A Crowd of FngitiveB. — A Pregnant J 
Womun Cut Open nnd the Child Nailed to a Trae.— 
Thtee-jear old Child aits beside the Dead Body of ita 1 
Mother.— To Fort Eidgely. — A Judas Kisa.— Betraying j 
Indiana. — Money and Ufe. — A Wholeeals UaBsaore.— 
The Women Eequested to go with the Indiftna.*-Th^ 1 
are Shot.—Others Eilled with Tomahawha and Blfla- I 
etooks, — Mrs. Krieger Shot. — " Papa, don't Bleep so long. 1 
— DeBerted Children. —A Friglitfnl Hospital.— FUght | 
into the Wo^dB.— The Dead Stripped by the Indiana.— 
A Honae with seven sick Children Burned. — Flight to I 
Fort Bidgely.— Terrible StifFeiinga ol the Fagitirss.— 
Safety after many long daya. — Mra, KriegBr'B Tembla I 
Kight. — Undressed with the Sword, — Fearful Bntohary f 
of Wilhelmina Kitzman.— Twelve Terrible Days. — E^nal'l 
Resoue. — In Fort Eidgely. 

^ MONO- the adventures of those settlers who ] 
lived at a distance from New Ulm, the story 1 
Pof Juafcina Krieger ia probably the moat interest- J 
ing. She came from Poeen in Germany, whore [ 
she was bom on the 17th of July, 1835, Her first I 
husband died in Germany, leaving her with four 7 
children, two boya and two girla. After coming J 
to thia country ahe married in "Wiaeonain on* ] 
Frederick Krieger, and bore him three childres. 
In the spring of 18C2 they came to the Upper J 
Minnesota Biver, forty-five miles from New IFlm, f 




DAYS OF BOBaOB ON TBB FBONTIEB. 163 



and twenty-aeTen mileB from Fort Ridgely. On 
the 18th of August, 1862, her husband being 
absent from home, two meu came to her house 
and told her that they had found a woman and 
two children lying dead by the road-side. Arti- 
oles of furniture were lying around, and there was 
every indication of their having been murdered. 
They had juat come from the Lower Agency, and 
immediately went back to the scene of the murder 
in order to find out how it happened. Entering 
the house of a farmer named BusB, they found 
him and his wife and their three children dead. 
They also found the owner of the next house, 
Mannweiier, lying dead near his dwelling. He 
had been shot through the breast. At John 
Roebe's place they found his body and that of his 
wife lying near a grindstone, whore they had 
been murdered whilst sharpening a scythe. Two 
small children with their heads split open were 
lying near their dead mother. From there they 
eould see many houses at a distance, and not no- 
tidng any signs of lite anywhere, they concluded 
that this was the work of the Indians. They then 
returned to the house of Justina Krieger, whose 
husband was absent in company with his nephew 
on a fishing excursion. Justina took her children 
and hurried to the hotiae of her brother, Paul 
Kitzmann. The two men ran through the woods 
to their families. Frederick Erieger and his 
nephew heard their calls, and soon returned to 
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tiieit house 'where the woman had Bought refngfA 

with her children. 

The older children were hurriedly sent to the 
neighbors with the terrible news, and inside of an 
hour thirteen families had gathered at KitzmanD'a 
place. It was about 8 o'clock on Monday evening, 
August the 18tb, and all determined to fly to Fort 
Kidgely, "When they noticed that Schwandt, one 
of the neighbors, waa missing, they sent measen- 
gers to him. As they approached the place they 
saw every indication that the house had been 
robbed, Schwandt's son-in-law was lying on the 
door stepa with three bullets in his body. His 
wife (Schwandt's daughter), who had been with 
child, was found dead, her womb cut open and 
the unborn child nailed to a tree. Her brother, a 
thirteen- year-old lad, whom the Indians thought 
they had killed, saw how the child was taken 
alive from the womb of his sister, and nailed to 
the tree, where it lived for a little while. This 
terrible deed was done in the forenoon of August 
the 18fch. The mother was found in the field, 
beheaded. Beside her lay the bodyof their hired 
man, Fobs. Towards evening the boy regained a 
little strength and fled into the nest settlement, 
n distance of three miles. He entered Bushe'e 
house only to find some thirty corpses, and among 
them a three-year-old child, wounded, and sitting 
beside its dead mother. The boy took the 
child with him, carried it about four miles, and, 
being unable to take it farther, left it at a house, 
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tmising: to retam the next morning. He did 
in ordei to be able to save himself. He made 
good bis escape to Fort Bidgelj, traveling for four 
nighta, and biding during the day. The child was 
afterwards found in captivity among the Indiana, 
and was brought to Fort Kidgely, where it died 
from the effects of its wounds and exposure. 

The messengers returned from Schwandt's 
place with the blood-stained coat belonging to 
Fross, and all hurried as quickly as possible 
towards Fort Bidgely. In order to escape danger 
they did not take the straight road leading to the 
fort. They traveled all night, andabont 8 o'clock 
nest morning they found that they were only 
about fourteen miles from home. There were 
eleven men in the company, armed with common 
shotguns. The wagons were so arranged that they 
should offer the best possible protection as they 
moved along. They met eight Indians on horse- 
back, some naked and some covered with blankets, 
but all well armed. The men were determined to 
open fixe on them; but when they came to within 
a hundred steps they gave signs not to shoot, and 
made the men believe that they were friendly dis- 
posed. 

One of the Indians, who was well acquainted 
with Paul Eitzmann, rode up and shook him by 
the band, and, as a sign of the greatest friendship, 
he kissed him. Oh, what a Judas kiss I The 
Indian asked them in English whore they wanted 
to go. AJter having received an answer, the 



Indian said that the Ohippewaa of Northern Min- 
nesota had gone oa the war-path, and that they, 
the Sioux, were after them in order to panish 
them. They advised them not to go farther, but 
to return to their homes unless they wanted to be 
killed. At the same time he pnt his hand on 
Kitzm ana 'a shoulder and said: "Ton are a good 
man. It would be a pity if you were to be killed." 
The thirteen families, however, insisted upon 
going to Fort Eidgely, until this ludiau went 
around and took each one by the hand, telling 
them not to be afraid, and that they would proteot 
them. Kitzmann had often been on a hunt with 
this Indian, and had great confidence in him. 
When he saw he bad gained his point, he called 
the other Indians to shake hands with the people, 
and they all asked the mothers to quiet the chil- 
dren, who were greatly alarmed at seeing the sav- 
age-looking redskins drawing near. 

The Indiana appeared so very friendly that the 
settlers really believed all they said, and they laid 
their guns in the wagons. After partaking to- 
gether of a meal consisting of bread and milk the 
whites gave the Indiana some money, and thay 
determined to turn back. After they had gone 
back together about sis miles the Indians were 
asked whether they could not take a rest and let 
their teams eat something. The Indians very will- 
ingly agreed to that and asked for something to 
eat. They gave them bread, butter and watez* 
melons and the Indians withdrew for about ■ 
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quBxtar of a mile and ate alone. After they had 
eaten they returned and wanted the wiiitea to 
move. Paul Kitzmaan was requested to tell tliem 
to go on and not to be afraid; that they (the 
Indians) would soon follow, and not leave them, 
but protect them until they had leached their 
homes again, 

After a while tha Indiana rode up to them and 
at ones surrounded the whole train. The poor 
people were terrified at this unexpected movement, 
and communicated to each other their fears. It waa 
thought best by the majority to open fire on them. 
But they had laid down their guns, and not one o! 
them dared to look for his for fear that euuh a 
move would incite the Indians to an immediate 
attack, Notwithstanding this difficulty they were 
all determined to open fire, except Kitzmann, who 
had a great deal of confidence in the promises of 
the savages, " Moreover," said he, " the Indians, 
who carry their rifles in their hands, would till ua 
all before we could get our guns out of our 
wagons." 

When they reached the place where the first dead 
bodies had been found on Monday afternoon the 
Indiana became greatly escited, and all, except 
one, placed themselves on a line behind the train, 
as if in readiness for an attack, and demanded 
their money. One of them went round and col- 
lected the money. Justina Krieger gave her hus- 
band five dollara and kept the remainder. Her 
huaband told her he had to die now, and gave her 
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: pookelr'^ife as a remembrance. After the 

indianB had collected the money they rode awa; 

uwords the settlement where the dead bodies lay, 

The families went towards their homes, and 

r about a mile and a half from Krieger's place they 

[ found the dead bodies of two men who had just 

I been killed. No one knew them; but it waa 

evident that they had been murdered by the 

Indians who accompanied them. They 

understood that they all had to die. The men 

took their guna and desired to move to a place 

where they could best defend themselves. On 

coming within about a hundred yards of Krieger'a 

place some thirteen or fourteen Indians suddenly 

came upon them from behind, surrounded the 

train and opened fire on them. All the men 

except three fell dead at the first volley. The 

three who remained alive were: Fross, Zobel and 

Krieger. 

The Indians now declared that they would spare 
the women on condition that they would go with 
them, but that they would kill those who refused. 
Some consented and others refused. Justina 
Krieger declai'ed that she would rather die with 
her husband and children than go with them. 
Her husband advised her to go, but she refused. 
One of the women who went with the Indiana 
turned back and asked her to come along. But 
on walking back a few steps she was shot, together 
with six other women and two of the three men. 
Krieger waa now the only man alive. The living: 
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now stood by their wagons bewailing their dead, 
and their own misfortune not to be among them. 
The Indians came up and with their rifle-stocks 
brought them to the ground. Some of them 
would rise up, the blood streaming from their 
facea; but they were knocked down again until 
they were dead. 

Justina Krieger stood in her wagon, constantly 
refusing to go with the Indiana, although her hus- 
band, who knew that they would kill him, begged 
her to go. He noticed one of the Indiana level- 
ing hia rifle at him, whilst another who aiood 
close behind him did the same, and in an instant 
two bullets pierced hie body, one of which passed 
through his wife's garments. He fell between his 
oxen and received two more shota. Jnstina 
Krieger was in the act of throwing herself over the 
body of her husband in order to die with him, 
when she fell backwards into her wagon. Seven- 
teen buck-shot were imbedded in her body. She 
had eight children with her. The baby was cov- 
ered with a blanket. The Indians took hold of 
her, pulled her out of the wagon and left her for 
dead. She did not regain consciousness until it 
was quite dark. One of her step-children, a girl 
of thirteen, found the baby some fifteen feet from 
the wagon, and she made good her escape with it. 
The Indians took two of the children with them. 
A four-year-oJd boy escaped, and, coming back, 
took his dead father by thehand and said pitifully; 
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Papa, papa, don't sleep bo long !" Two of the 
lodians rode ap and took him away. 

Two oE their children ran into the woods. One 
was eight and the other seven years old. From 
the top of a tree the former told his little brother 
that their mother was also dead. He oould 
the Indians at their awful work. They both 
began to weep bitterly; but another boy, Augast 
Oeiat, begged them to be quiet, for if the Indians- 
would hear them they would certainly be killed. 
These poor children remained in their conceal- 
ment for three days, and could often see the 
Indiana go up and down. After that they came 
forth from their hiding-place and went from house 
to house to set free all the stock that they found 
inclosed. On Wednesday morning, August 20tbj 
they noticed Krieger's house on fire. After the 
ithird night they concluded to go to Fort Eidgely, 
twhich they reached after eight days, traveling 
F^Juring the night and biding amid the tall grasa 
'tduring the day. One day they saw a wagon at a 
[jdiatanoe, and, believing the people to be white 
men, were on the point of running up to them 
■when suddenly they noticed a large number of 
Indians emerging from the grass. The wagon 
now turned in another direction, and the shrill 
Toice of a dying woman was distinctly beard. 

They found many dead bodies on their way, and 
among them seven dead Indiana laid in a row. 
Four of Mrs. Erieger's children, of whom the 
eldest carried the baby in her arms, met in the 
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Two of tbem, who were tbougbt to be 
, were left behmd; but they bood recovered a 
litUe. The three older oueB left the baby in 
charge of tbeir six-year-old sister nod returned to 
the Boene of the murdere, where they found Heven 
children and one woman alive. These were: a son 
of Paul Eitzmann, two a half years old^ two sons 
of August Haming, one three and the other one 
year old; a one-year-old son and a four-year-old 
daughter of John Grundmann; two sons of Thiele, 
one four years old and the other younger, and a 
thirteen -year- old son of Urban. These were all 
wounded and covered with blood. The tomahawk 
bad done the inhuman work. A woman named 
Anna Zabel was also wounded. All these were 
removed by the three girls into Erieger's house. 
It was a sad hospital, and for the little ones 
(among them a baby), no nourishment oould be 
found anywhere. The matron of this hospital was 
less than thirteen years old. The poor children 
wept bitterly for their mothers, some of whom 
were dead and the others in a captivity worse than 
death. The four-year-old daughter of Grund- 
mann had lost one of her hands, and amid tears 
and sobs she would say: " Mamma always took 
such good care of me, and now that I have lost 
my hand, she does not want to come to me." 
Poor child I Your good mother was no more 
among the living. Early in the morning Mrs. 
Zabel told the children to go back into the woods, 
as it was not safe for them to remain at the house. 
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le eldest of the gfirls called ber tvo Btep-sieters 
and the thirteen-jear-old August Urban, and tabt 
inn; also the baby, they crossed the field of blood, 
and entered the woods once more. 

Mrs. Krieger was still lying among the dead, at 
times partly conscious but unable to move. The 
children, on passing tbe place, noticed a man com- 
ing towards them on horseback. He was a balf- 
bieed named Frenier, but the children took bim 
for an Indian and bid in the grass. When Fren- 
ier noticed the dead he appeared to be stricken 
with terror and hastily rode away. Meanwhile 
Mrs. Zabel had joined the young fugitives, and 
they were hiding amid the tall grass near a small 
creek. The Indians now drove up with a team of 
which they bad taken from the poor victims 
tbe day before. They began to strip the dead of 
their clothing and set fire to tbe house in which 
the seven wounded children had been left. Tbe 
little company witnessed it all from tbeir hiding- 
place. 

After the Indians had left again, the poor 
children, driven to it by hunger, went into Thiele'a 
house, where they were fortunate enough to find 
flour and butter, and they prepared a meal for 
themselves and the baby. For three days they 
roamed about in the woods. On the third day 
tbey saw some Indians plundering the house of 
August Fross. They had left the baby asleep in 
"" ■ ' " house. Mrs. Zabel and the children now 
tecided to go to Fort Bidgely, which place tbey 



reached after eleren da**. 
lived on corn moA wkla- wiaA tb^ cmied via 
tbem in a kettle. Vhca t^ case bmt tW Port 
they did not recognize tbe plaea sad limn|,W Jl 

vas an Indian Tillage. 

Ihiring the last daj tba KX-7««r«ld Am^trt «t 
Krieger tras bo corapleteiy aihioiltiil Ikat ite 
Goald DO Imger ataad i^ Mn. Zabd adriaed 
the other girla to leare her ^fi4*M. bvt the dald- 
len wept and lamented m> HtU m lj that it eoold 
not be done. They bcongbt the dtfld to a fl rea h , 
and on ponring water orec her bead aha reeomed 
a little. The; remained there a while, and on 
finding a piece of water-melos which ihej gave 
ber, sbe recorered sofficieDtlj to eontinae the 
journey. 

On a hill near the Fort the; were arguing 
whether it was the Fort or an Indian village. The 
children judged correctly, bat Mrs. Zabel was so 
overcome by fear that ehe looked for the worst. 
The children said that they could distinctly see 
soldiers. The soldiers bad also noticed the little 
company, and they came out at once to get them. 
Mra. Zabel, however, believed them to be Indiana, 
and, Bummoning her remaining Btrength, ran 
across the prairie as fast as she could. The sol- 
diers bad to run after her and bring ber back. 

They were now safe. But what a spectacle to 
behold I Tomahawks, rifle-stocks and knives had 
covered them with bruises and wounds. They 
almost naked and on the point of starvation. 



I 



174 TAX odutib' betesob; ob 

These Bsd remuanta of once happy familiea were 
now fed and cared for; and after days of fear and 
anxiety which it ie not in the power of pen 
adequately to describe, they might now hope for 
a quiet Rleep. Alas 1 their unfortunate parents, 
brothers and sisters were lying dead on the open 
prairie I 

Justina Krieger, who had been seriouelj 
wounded and dragged from the wagon, regained 
consciousness during the night, and although 
extremely weak she attempted to get up. She 
then heard threatening words in Sioux and noticed 
some Indians near her, whereupon she fell back as 
if she were dead. Two Indians came up and 
began to rob the bodies of the slain. When they 
came to her one of them kicked her and the other 
felt her pulse, and even placed his hand over her 
heart. But she remained quiet and held her 
breath and closed her eyes. They were talking 
together in their own language and believed her 
to be dead. In an inetant she felt a sharp knife 
at her throat with which the Indian cut open her 
clothing, moving the knife downwards over her 
breast, inflicting serious wounds and almost dis- 
embowelling her. When they had stripped her of 
her clothing they took her by the hair and dragged 
her away a few steps. Again she became uncon- 
scious. The next thing she noticed was the same 
horrible work of the two Indians, how they took n 
hold of her niece, Wilhelmina Kitzmann, who was 
■till alive, and pulled her clothing over her head. 
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Then one of them held one of her limbs in hia 
left baud, and with his knife ia his right he began 
to separate the flesh from the bone. The unfor- 
tunate girl twisted her body into all conceivable 
shapes until the limb broke and was severed from 
the body. She only cried: " God I God I" 
Thus mutilated she was left for dead. Her two 
little sisters, who were crying moat pitifully, were 
taken along by the Indiana. 

After a few houra Mrs. Krieger found that her 
left side was partly paralyzed. She tried to gather 
a few piecea of clothing from the dead but she did 
not succeed. As soon as she thought it safe she 
crept towards her own house, and found a few 
pieces of clothing near by. She did not venture 
to go in, but went farther on to a creek where she 
washed the blood from her wounds. She went on, 
and finally reached the nest settlement, where she 
remained for three days. It was a distance of 
nine milea. Whenever ahe noticed Indiana or 
heard any noiae she would hide herself. And 
thus she plodded along, not knowing where she 
was going. 

On Sunday evening ahe found several dead 
bodies and many articles of furniture. On the 
third day of her sufTeringa she come to a road, 
and following this for some distance found water. 
Esoessive thirst had parched her iips and tongue. 
And thus did she wander about for twelve days, 
having at times only a few drops of dew to quench 
ber thirst. On the thirteenth day she reached 



Beaver Creek, everywhere stumbling over dead 
bodies of men, womea aud children. Again she 
went towards the woods where she sat down and 
fell aaleep. Finally she reached the valley of the 
Minnesota River where she found a piece of a 
buffalo-robe that served her for a bed. and she 
took a little rest. A few vrild plums were her 
only food. It then began to rain and continued 
so for a day and a night. She then wished the 
Indians might come and kill her. She was so 
weak that she could hardly rise to her feet. Two 
armed men were now approaching her. She 
could not see whether they were Indians or whiteB; 
butj nevertheless, felt happy to think that in 
either case her sufferings might end. When they 
came near her she saw that they were soldiers, and 
she beckoned them to come up to her. Her sut- 
feringa were now over. Dr. Daniels, who was one 
of the party, dressed her wounds, and nothing 
was left undone to comfort her. She was brought 
to Fort Ridgely, and, under the care of Dr. Mul- 
ler and his estimable wife, she soon recovered. 
She rejoiced to tind most of her children there. 
Of the baby left at Thiele'a house nothing is 
known. 

On the the 3d of November, 1862, she was mar- 
ried to John J. Meyer, whom she met at St. Paul, 
and who lost his whole family during those awful 
days. 
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Waadcringj. — t«Tim EMffidr'a AJnnt^n- 
Lo«s.— A FlcnimhiBg HafHfmmt Bi 
ports of D««Um.— SsTM HSDdnad Dm! nd TUcty 
ThoasBOd gapttiBi. — Brtiwfe too La*.— FHgU •< the 
Goiilf Siou to DawQ's lake.— Tk-bn-ka-BaniiL.— Joko 
Other D>7'a SerrkM.— Matoi^ Low.— End at Chitt 
Littt« Ctov.- EiiKditiaB to Deiila take.— littla Crcn'i 
BoLl Answer.— Sempago and Hw Son Cli«iiB«a7 I>i»- 
aoT«r Little Crow anil In* Son ■ 
Fi^t.- Idttle Ci<i« KiOadt^ C 

CbioTa Son Eac8|ie«.— litUa Cnrw Bealpad and Ba- 
bj the Soldien.— Wa-wi-u-po, Little Crow's 
Hia Account. — Little Crov'a Wirea end Ciuldreu. 
An Arenging Jtutice. 

A FABUEB with two of his Boni was at work 
JTx. io B. field. Twelve Indians came upou tbem 
and killed them without a momeut's warning, 
from there they went into the farmer's house aud 
lolled two of hia children, and then dragged their 
mother (who was sick of consumption) together 
with her daughter into their camp. They tore 
every vestige of clothing from the poor girl's body, 
ftud before the eyes of her mother, fieudishly 
abused her oatil death oame to her relief. The 
fate of the captive women is bejoud the powar of 
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words to describe, nor would common decency I 
permit as much as a partial unveiling of their | 
horrible and revolting sufferings. Children were j 
everywhere nRtled to buildings or trees, and [ 
served as targets for throwing knives and toma- I 
hawks until life was estinct. A child was taken I 
from the mother's womb and flung into her face. 
The Indians found another woman baking bread. 
They took her baby and cast it into the oven, and | 
compelled the bewildered woman to roast it; and [ 
then took the roasted flesb and threw it in her I 
face. They Anally mutilated the poor woman in a 1 
most horrible manner. All the fiendish cruelties j 
were heaped upon the dead. The soldiers found 
a great many of the dead bodies in a condition 1 
which can not be here described. It seems &S if | 
bell desired to exercise its torments on earth, in I 
order to give man a vivid proof of its refinement | 
of cruelties. 

The sufferings and trials endured during thia 1 
time were so numerous and great that it wonld | 
seem incomprehensible to realize the length of | 
human endurance, even under the tortures of the I 
Indian savage. Indeed, the author would ran 
the risk of being regarded as a writer of fiction, 
were it not for the unimpeachable testimony of 
phyaicians and thousands of other reliable eye- 
witnesses. Among these are Dr. MuUer and Dr. 
Weshke of New Ulm, Dr. Daniels of St. Peter ] 
and Dr. MoMabon of Mankato, who were con- 
stantly attending the sufferers. 
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Jusdna Boeltes, ?iee Wendland, of Poaen, Ger- 
many, oame to this country in 1854. Her husband, 
John Boeltes, was killed on the 18th of Augoet 
on the banks of the Upper Minneaota. During 
eight weeks she roamed through the wooda with 
her four-year-old child. One of her children, 
aged ail, died from the effects of hunger and 
exposure. Poorly clad and barefooted, with noth- 
ing eseept water-melons, fruit and raw potatoes as 
food, and water for drink; exposed to the inclem- 
ency of the weather, and without a fire to warm 
herself, a he wandered about with her child. 
Destruction and death seemed to dog her every 
footstep. Always and everywhere she could see 
nothing but Indiana robbing, murdering and 
plundering, Only on the 27th of October did the 
unfortunate woman find some soldiers belonging 
to General Sibley's expeditionary corps. She had 
been driven from her home on the ISth of August. 
SKU herself and child recovered. 

Maria Schwandt went through similar trials. 

Lavina Eastiick, of Lake Hhetek settlement, 
seventy miles west of New Ulm, and an equal 
distance from the Lower Agency, was almost the 
only person who escaped from the massacre of tha 
20th of August at that settlement. Her husband 
was among the dead. She was wounded in 
one of her feet, had several gunshot wounds on 
her head, and a bullet pierced her right hand and 
side above the hip. When she was crawling from 
the road an Indian struck her on the head with 
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lug rifle and left her for dead. On the seventh 
da? she was found near New TJlm, sisiy milea froq 
the place where she was wounded. Her i 
Merton, aged twelve, carried his ^teea-month's; 
old brother over &iiy miles. For nearly a weslG 
they were thus exposed, poorly clad and faBTing 
nothing to eat, except what oould be pxociuefl] 
in the woods. 

The material losses which the settlers 6xpflii< 
enced were yery great. A young and prospcconl 
settlement was not only greatly weakened bn 
almost destroyed. ThouBauds of immigrants vtbt 
would have settled in the great Northwest Vi 
frightened away from this beautiful and ferti| 
region. No one can exaggerate the extent of il 
drawback to the prosperity of the settlements | 
the loss of BO many valuable lives. Offiei^ 
reports give the number of the dead a little ahov) 
seven hundred. The reporter. Major Oalbraitl) 
making a premature return, did not include that 
who died from the effects of their wounds. H) 
was himself under the impression that the c 
ber of the dead must be greater, since, acoordj^ 
to the same official report, the number of fugitivf 
was about thirty thousand; and of these one c^ 
easily see that at least one thousand may han 
been put to death. It is well known that in mi 
of the settlements the majority were kill 
Moreover, it was scarcely possible to obtain ac 
rate returns. The settlements were very lot 
people were coming and going all the time, i 
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y of thecie were not even known hy tbeir oeor- 

i aeigbbore. Tbe bodies of persona positively 

1 to have been killed were not found among 

1. Many, therefore, must have been killed 

Q aotbing waa over known. 

I to the report of General Sibley, four 

i Sioux, on being pursued by the military, 

I's Lake, Dakota, a distance of five 

L miles, in the fall of 18G2. Each one of 

.H more or leas guilty of the wanton de- 

i of Uvea and property. It waa almost 

sible to capture them in that wild country. 

y been conacioua of their innocence, tbey 

i not have exposed tbemeelvee to sufferings 

ition such as a flight of this nature neces- 

jr entailed upon them. Tbey would have fol- 

the example of Chief Ta-ta-ka-na-zin 

tnding Buffalo), and given themselves up freely. 

e of tbe Indians belonging to hie tribe had, 

Mver, taken part in the masaacre. Tbia chief 

. several others, among whom was also Red 

., suffered greatly at the hands of their people 

« they tried to prevent them from taking part 

a massacre. 

!be same praise is due to another chief, John 

ter-Day, who was for a time in danger of death 

»nse he advised his tribe to keep aloof from 

■ butcbeiiea. He also saved tbe lives of over 

hundred captives, whom the Sioux were 

armined to put to death, when tbey saw tbe 

Siers following in hot pursuit. 



Flea THE DIDU 

With regard to the Iobb of property, Mftjor 
Qalbraith said, on the 13th of February, 1863, 
; that two million dollars was not too high an esti- 

mate. Towards the end of 18G2 two thousand 
nine hundred and forty claims for damages were 
made. The loeaea sustained by the Government 
were, of course, not included. Allowing only five 
hundred dollars to e^ery claimant, it would bring 
the total to one million four hundred and seventy 
thousand dollars. 

In spite of the utmost exertions of both officers 
and soldiers, they were not able to capture the 
obief leader in the massacre, Tah-o-ah-ta-doo-ta 
(His Scarlet-red People), commonly known as 
Little Crow.* When Generals Sibley and Sully 
marched to Devil's Lake (Miniwakan) with a large 
army in the Spring of 1863, where it would bave 
been impossible for them to go during the winter, 
in order to capture the Indians, they were 
especially anxious to capture Chief Little Crow. 
They gained their main object, the capture of the 
Indians; but the chief had escaped. It is said 
that when General Sibley, in June, 1863, inquired 
after his whereabouts, the proud chief answered 
him thus: " If you wish to know where I am, I 
will say that you may soon meet me at Tellow 

'He inherited his name "Little Crow "from Ma grand- 
father, who, HUpeiatitiona as Indiana generally me, slwayfi 
WOTS the akin of a crow over his breast to prevent tha Evil 
Spirit from attacking him. Ihe Chippewas, therefore, 
mlled him moakingly' the "Chief of the Crowa," and his 
little nephew "The little Crow." 
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icine." TbiB place was located between the 
agencies, where the first butchery took plaoe, 
lut sixty DtiileB above New Ulm. 

ia haughty reply was made on the lat of 

le, 1863, at St. Joseph, near Devil's Lake. On 

t 3d of July, 1863, Little Crow was seen by 

.peoQ and his son Chauncey near HutchinaoD, 

miles north of New Ulm and some five 

jtrndred miles from St. Joseph. It was towards 

fiTening when tbey saw two Indians picking 

'ies, but the Indians did not notice them. The 

was covered with shrubbery and all sorts of 

Sampson, who was hiding in the grass, 

slowly up to a small tree, leveled his riila 

fired. The bullet had taken effect and the 

^dian fell to the ground. 

is well to notice here that, after the outbreak, 
Bioux, wherever and whenever he was 
id within a settlement, could be shot. Thia 
Kvilege was granted the settlers on aeconnt of 
many murders that were committed by the 
even after the close of the last out- 
Lk. Many an innocent Indian, no doubt, lost 
A life during that time. The settlers never left 
homes without their rifles. The seal of the 
seems, therefore, very appropriate. * 
tson now tried to steal back somewhat, 
there might be more Indians near by. On 

[t repraEents a. farmBf at tlte rising ot Betting of the sun, 
ag iia rifta at his side, and a mounted Indian, elad in. 
Ilwaf oOBtnme. 



THE INDUXB' BETXHCIS; OB 

hi& retraat hs crept over a little ImoU, and in 
doing BO exposed bimaelf to the Indiana. Tha 
wounded Indian hastily followed him, and wben 
Sampson was on the knoll three shots were fired 
simultaneously by the two Indiana and youDg 
Sampson. The wounded Indian was killed by 
Chauaoey, whilst a bullet whizzed hard by bis 
own head. Sumpson was struck ia the shgiildei! 
by a buckshot from the wounded Indian. Tba 
other Indian mounted his horse and galloped 
away. 

Sampson, on being wounded, fell to the ground. 
His son believing him to be dead, and fearing the 
Indiana, did not dare to go up to him, but ran 
towards Hutchinson, where he arrived at 10 
o'clock, causing great excitement by hia report. 
Several of the soldiers of Company E, who were 
camped there, immediately left with some citizens 
for the scene of the fight, and sent to Preston for 
a detachment of cavalry. Meanwhile, Sampson, 
wounded as he was, crept into the bush and pre- 
pared his rifle and revolver for a new attack. He 
took off his white shirt so as not to be noticed in 
the dark. But when he found that everything 
was quiet around him, he arose and started to 
Hutchinson, which place he reached at 2 o'clock 
the next morning. 

The calvary sent out found the dead Indian, 
scalped him and severed the head from his body. 
The Indian was of medium height, between &itj 
and sixty years old and had gray hair. His front 
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KB well as his back teeth were double. His right 
arm had once beeu broken and had not been set 
right, and hia left arm had withered. The body 
was brought to Hutchinson and thrown into a 
ceBB-poo) into which all the refuse of the slaughter- 
houses was deposited. The head was lying on the 
prairie for several days until some one picked it 
up to prepare it for a show-caae. According to 
the testimony of his eon, who was captured near 
Devil's Lake about a month later, the corpse thus 
treated was that of the dreaded Little Orow him- 
self. 

Little Crow's son, Wa-wi-na-pa, was for a long 
time a captive at Fort SnelKng, near St. Paul. 
He said his father told him at St. Joseph that he 
was too old to fight against the whites, that they 
Bhoald go down and steal some horses for the 
children and then he would leave them. He also 
explained how the second shot from the Sampsons 
killed his father. Little Orow then told his son 
that he was killed, asked tor some water, which 
was given him, after which death speedily ensued. 
The youth then fled to Devil's Lake. Little Crow 
left a large family. He had six wives, of whom 
four were sisters. These Indians believe that 
vhen a wife has a certain number of children the 
husband must marry another. Little Orow had 
in all twenty-two childien, 

We have here evidences of a higher and supreme 
justice. Little Crow, through whose fault many 
a faithful father was asBaasinated, dies in the same 
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way at the side of hie sod. Death comes to him 
by the hand of a mere boy. How many an inno- 
cent child had on hts account to roam about 
neglected and forlorn! Crow's son Sees from his 
dead father, and, nfter much safferiug and hard- 
ship on a flight of five hundred miles, ho is pur- 
sued by hiB enemies, captured and led away. Tha 
dead bodies of the poor victims whom they 
sacrificed to the demon of revenge were lying 
about on the prairies for weeks before they could 
be buried. Here the body of the renowned chief 
finds not a grave, but is left to rot among the 
refuse. Who will not confess that there is an 
avenging justice above the justice of earth and of 
man? The punishment which the Government 
tried in vain to inflict upon the guilty chief was 
inflicted upon him by a stronger hand, thus to 
some extent paying the penalty for a long career 
of wickedness and crime. 
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ConcliiaioQ. — An; Chnnge for the Better in Desliog with 
tbo Indi&nB. — Only a Pause. — BliBuiefnt Treatmsut of 
the BedstinB.— Cratkers and Strjubniiie.— The Pioaa 
K P. Smith.— Three Hundred and Three Thousand 
Dollars oE Indian Money. — Battle io MontaoB.— Indian 
Omeltiea Continue,— Expeditions of OenemlB Tsrrj 
and Oaster. — Qeueral Crook's Defeat. — A Dark War 
Cavotuade. — Custet'a March to Little Horn Bivar. — The 
Last Bignal— Three Hnndted Soldier'* Killed.— Sitting 
BuU'e Attack on Major Reno's Troops.— End of the 
Eastern Army.— Brave Soldiers know Hot to Die. 

THE Indian outbreak of 1862 should bava 
been the means of inducing the Indian 
departmeutB to treat the redskins with more jus- 
tiee, but thus far there has beeu no change. So 
long as the principal offioera and leaders are 
guided by the spirit of a narrow-minded and in- 
tolerant Puritanism, there is uo hope for tlie 
Indians. As soon as the agencies are placed 
under military control, there may be a pause, but 
only a pause, in the work of defrauding and mal- 
treating them. 

" Quldqnid id eat, timeo Danaos, et doaa ferentea." 

"When savages are provoked their acts of revenge 

are terrible; but the acts of injustice by which 

their patience is tried and exhausted must be still 

greater. Two years ago one of the commanding 



officers, in his expedition against the Inditum, 
caused several barrels of crackers to be mixed wiUi 
strychnine for the Indians. The unsophisticated 
and starving redskins ate greedily, and hundreds 
of them died from the poison. Yet, this was dons 
in the face of civilization and charity! 

How the Indians at the Agencies, and especially 
the female portion, are treated by the agents, em- 
ployes, and sometimes by the soldiers, official re- 
ports do not tell us. What is to be said if Iha 
most fanatically pious are the greatest rascals V 
There was the pious £. P. Smith, a Methodist 
minister, who used to say grace at the hotels for 
the benefit of the whole neighborhood. "When he 
became Commissioner of Indian Affairs at Wash- 
ington he removed the head clerk. Smooth, 
because, according to hie books, Smith owed the 
Indiana three hundred and three thousand dollore. 
Smith appointed a Miss Cook, a niece of his, to 
patch up the books. She was an expert, but did 
not ultimately succeed well. Mr. Smooth was 
reinstated after a while. The three hundred and 
three thousand dollars, however, had mysteriously 
disappeared. Brother Smith, after having appro- 
priated the title to considerable tracts of land in a 
manner peculiar to himself, went to Africa as 
Superintendent of the Negro missions. 

Meanwhile the Indians were not indifferent in 
contending fiercely for their rights. 

Sitting Bull, chief of the Sioux and Dakota 
Indians, on the 25th of June, 1876, at the moath 
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e Iiittle Horn Biver in the Black Hille, com- 
pltely demolistied Oeneral Custer's army, con- 
BtBting of five GompuDiee. Not one man escaped. 
Oeneral Cueter himself and Lis two brothers were 
among the dead. And now a ory of revenge has 
gone forth and preparations are made for the 
destruction of the Sioux. But they have in reality 
only defended themselres against encroachments 
upon their own lands, which were in addition 
secured to them by treaty. Indeed, the history of 
the wrongs against the Indians has not yet been 
written. In reference to this sad disaster we give 
the following from the correspondent of a St. 
liouis paper : 

"A terrible Indian battle took place in the Little 
Horn river valley on the 25th of June. To give 
our readers a fuller understanding of the affair we 
muBt go back a few months. Three separate 
detachments of troops were sent out in the Spring 
by President Grant into the vicinity of the lellow- 
stone in order, at least, to compel them to relin- 
quish their claims to the Black Hills or destroy 
tite Sioux nation altogether. Generals Terry and 
Custer left Fort Abraham Lincoln with one thous- 
and men and went southwest. General Crook of 
Fort Laramie went northward over Fort Fetter- 
man with an equal number of soldiers, and General 
Gibbon left Montana, going east with seven hun- 
dred men. All three generals were to meet near 
the Little Horn and Rosebud rivers. And it 
was expected that these armies would annihilate 
Sitting Bull and his three thousand warriors. 
But Sitting Bull did not wait until he was com- 
pletely surrounded. He kept his whole army in 
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(he center and attacked the hostile forcea in d«tai 
■B they approached. The first vigorone attack, 
was made on the 17th of June upon General Crook 
and his army. He gained a complete victory and 
his loBs was only eleven dead and twenty-ei| 
wounded. 

" While the defeated Qovernment troops were 
attending to the wounded Sitting Bull was on hia 
way northward. An eagle in Its lofty flight might 
have detected the camp-fires of General Terry 
Dinety miles from the Rosebud battlefield. And 
thither Sitting Bull hastened with his three thous- 
and warriors, gathering up the warriors of allied 
tribes on their nay. It was & march of six daya- 
and HIS nights. On the seventh day they reached 
the extensive village of the Dakotas, on the banks 
of the Little Horn. They were welcomed with a 
cry of unbounded joy. News had reached them 
that at the mouth of the Little Horn a white 
General (Terry) had entered the Big Horn with i 
steamer, and that the great pale-face was leadio) 
thousands of horsemen with blue coats againa 
their little huts. 

" The taking of an Indian village, the buminj 
of their tepees and the killing of squaws ant 
papooses was so great and glorious an undertaking 
that a first-class General had to be placed in 
charge of it. Phil. Sheridan, the conqueror of 
the Figean Indians and of the bandits of New 
Orleans, was not there, and so the discoverer of 
the Black Hills and the great friend of the Norih- 
ern Pacific, General Custer, was the next in order. 

" During the last hours of the night from ths' 
24th to the 25th of June, General Custer, with his 
two brothers, a nephew, a brother-in-law, thlrtet 
officers and five companies of cavalir advance 
slowly toward the Indian village. His way Iti 
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through a few raTines. Thej had now passed 
through two of theBe, aud from a. little hill the; 
eommanded a ftUl view of the peaceful little 
village, ^bere may have been about two thousand 
little huta there standing at a respectable distance 
from each other. Down thle incline and through 
that pasB yonder, and we are upon them! The 
great Indian killer wnvee his hand, the drum 
beats and the attack is made. It was General 
Ouster's last signal and it was the last response 
his poor men ever made. Not one of them was 
able to put his flaming torch to a Dakota tepee. 
Sitting Bull's advance guard fell upon them in the 
pass, shot and stabbed them and dragged them 
from their horaea until the last man's blood of the 
little army of three hundred and fifteen had 
saturated the earth. 

" From a distant hill the reserve of three com- 
panies had a full view of the butchery of their 
companions. Since the landing of the Mayflower 
such a terrible thing had not taken place; five 
companies of United States soldiers yielding up 
their lives under the cruel knives and deadly 
bullets of two thousand Indians. 

" In the meantime Sitting Bull, at the bead of 
his main army, was facing Major Reno, who 
vranted to attack the village from the south side. 
Beno was at the head of seven companies, but 
displayed greater prudence than Custer, When 
the enemy came upon him they found him occu- 
pying a fiivovable position. Sitting Bull, there- 
fore, thought it more advisable to surround them, 
and thus Reno and his five hundred men had to 
endure a siege which lasted twenty-four hours, 
during which they suffered the loss of many lives. 
General Gibbon arrived from Montana and rescued 
them." 
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a the 'War of 1876.— Sitting BuU EeturnB to the 
itatee, and ie given a Hegervation, — A New War 
— DiEcontauted Indiana get Ciaz7 peer a New 
ih.— The Ghoat Dauce.— Sitting Ball at the Bot- 
if the Trouble.— Hia Tragic Death.— The Battle of 
fled Kiiee.—^!! aster Kovenged. — Immenae Slaughter 
i Indiana.- Peace Eaatored.— But, if GoTerumont 
a are again Diahoneat, the End ia not yet. 

THE saTagea were finally conquered by the 
atroDg arm of & regular and disciplined 
force. But Sitting Bull, Chief of the Sioux, 
oould not be induced to enter upon any friendly 
relations -with the palefaces, and, with a small 
number of followera, withdrew into British terri- 
tory. In the year 1880, however, he returned to 
the United States at the request of the British 
GoTerament, by which his presence was considered 
nndesirable, and even dangerous, on account of 
the many Indian tribes whom he might induce to 
go on the war-path. He was promised an uncon- 
ditional pardon for his past offences, and a reaet- 
vatioQ was set aside for him near Standing Rock 
Agency In Dakota. In 1888, the Government 
desired to transfer the Indiana from there to 
another reservation. Sitting Bull was not inclined 
to obey, and he induced hie tribe to resist the 
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demands of the Government. He was a true type 
of an independent, liberty-loTing Indian, and -WSM 
not entirely without education. He frequently 
enjoyed the oompauy of white people, and had 
several audiences with the President at Waebing- 
tou. But the more he saw of our civilization and 
its progress, the more bitterly did he hate tfat 
white race. He wrote a good letter in the Englisb 
language. Catholic missionaries exerted a strong! 
influence upon him; but his bigamous praotioes 
prevented him from embracing Christianity. He 
was killed in the outbreak of 1890 and was fifty- 
three years old at the time of his death. How tie 
met death, and what some prominent men have 
said about him, and the Indian problem in general, 
may well find a place here. 

Toward the latter part of 1890 and the begin- 
ning of 1891, a great and singular excitement took 
place among the Indians. The Sioux, especially, 
had for a long time suffered much at the hands of 
the whites and from other causes. They were 
threatened with starvation, and Government aid 
seemed too far away to reach them. In their 
despair they turned to their medicine-men fot 
relief, and seemed ready to avail themselves of 
anything that gave them hope. In the midst of 
all this a false prophet in the shape of a powerful 
medicine mau arose among them, predicting ths 
coming of a deliverer who would restore them t 
their former independence and happiness. 



B ont of mind they have looked forward to 
R powerful Leader who was to be sent to them 
ty the Great Spirit. He was to raise from the 
dead all the warriors of the past and lead them 
agKiiiet the white race, who were to be entirely 
annihilated. The couatlesa herds of buffalo that 
in times past roamed over the plains were to be 
restored to them, and the wild revelry of the old 
hnnting days were to come back again. The 
prophet stated that all these things were to 
happen " when they were most aflicted and most 

I oppressed." This was followed by the "Ghost 
Donees," which resulted in the wildest orgies, and 
drove many of the Indian tribes into absolute 

. madness, on account of the violence of the excite- 
ment it created. 

I There was scarcely an Indian settlement from 

I Alaska to Mexico that did not await with savage 
rites the promised coming of the Messiah. 

Mrs. J. A. Fiuley, wife of the Postmaster and 
trader at Fine Bidge Agency, went out to see the 
dances after they had been in progress for some 
time, and thus describes them; 

" Four hundred and eighty Indiana were in one 
of their dances. In prepai-ing, they cut the tall- 
est tree they could find, and, having dragged it to 
a level piece of prairie, set it up in the ground. 
Under this tree four of the head men stood. 
I Others formed a circle and began to go around 
and around the tree. The dance commenced on a 
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Friday afternoon and was kept up Saturday and 
Sunday, until eundown. During all thia time they 
neither ate nor drank. They kept going about in 
one direction until they became bo dizzy that tbej 
oould scarcely stand; they then turned and went 
in the other direction and kept it up until thfty 
swooned from eshaustion. Thia, it seems, ia what 
they desire; for while they are in that swoon they 
think they see and talk with the Messiah. When 
they recovered they told their experience to the 
four wise men under the tree. The poor creaturee 
lose all sensee in the dance, They think they are 
animals, "When they cannot lose their senses 
from exhaustion, they butt their heads together 
and beat them on the ground, and do anything to 
become insensible so that they may be ushered 
into the presence of the Messiah, . . , 

' At the end of the dance they had a grand feast, 

revel lasting all Sunday night." 



led to them as if it were necessary to theii 
existence to have these orgiea, They had a strong 
ell'ect on the minds of the Indians, and it waa 
an easy matter to precipitate war. The G-overn- 
ment issued orders strictly forbidding them to 
carry on thoae dances. But they wont on neverthe- 
less. It was supposed that Sitting Bull was one 
of the principal abettors. The false prophet was 
a relative of his, and while he pretended to dis- 
courage the craze among his people, he connived 
at it aU. 
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6 given at Washington to have tbia 
blesome chief arreeted, and the Hon. William 
B^^Cody, the celebrated Indian scout, well known 
BB "BufEalo Bill," waa detailed for that purpose. 
Oody was in Europe at the time, e;Lbibiting his 
"Wild West Show," which was a combination of 
trained Indians, cowboys and others, illustra- 
tirre of American frontier life. In obedience to 
the orders of the Government he left his business 
in the hands of an agent and came to the United 
States. No one was more fitted to perform that 
important and dangerous duty than Col. Cody, 
torha was perfectly familiar with the general traits 
and character of the Indian, and of the Sioux 
tribe in particular. The order, however, waa con- 
sidered untimely; it waa revoked, and Cody re- 
turned to Europe without having performed any 
service for the Government. It is questionable if 
this was not a mistake. Cody's diplomacy might 
have prevented the loss of life which followed. 

Subsequently, this policy was reconsidered, and 
it waa agreed that if Sitting Bull were arrested 
the excitement would cease. A detachment of 
twenty Indian police, accompanied by two troops 
of the Eighth Cavalry under the command of 
Major McLaughlin and Captain Fetchet, and a 
company of infantry, was, accordingly, on Sunday 
morning, December 14th, 1890, sent to arrest him, 
This order was not inopportune, as has since then 
been proved, for many of the Indians had already 
left the reservation for the Bad Lands, a not distant 
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Vrpart of Central Dakota, compriung " one of tliB 

most extraordinary, fantastic, repelling and deso- 
late regions in the world." They had already 
built fortifications there, and were preparing for a 
desperate conflict with the United States authori- 
tiea. The order of arrest resulted in the death of 
Sitting EulJ, a graphic sketch of which is sub- 
joined from one of the news correBpondente of the 
time. The cavalry kept within supporting dia- 
tance, lest resistance should be made to the carry- 
ing out of the order. This is an Associated Press 
account of the tragedy: 

" When the Indian police reached Sitting Bull's 
camp they found the Indians ready to march. 
Their ponies were painted and many of tba sav- 
ages had stripped for war. The police made s 
dash into the camp and seized Sitting Bull. Tbey 
were on their way back to Standing Bock witb 
their prisoner when a son of the famous chief 
urged his comrades to recapture the old man. 
The women and children were left in the bushes, 
and then, with yells, the hostiles charged on the 
police, firing as they came. A hand-to-hand 
struggle ensued, during which Sitting Bull, who 
was not shackled, gave his orders in a loud yoioe- 

"For several minutes the firing was heavy and 
deadly. In a furious fueilade Sitting Bull fell 
from his saddle pierced by a bullet; but it is not 
known whether it was fired by the charging party 
r by one of the police. The son of Sitting Bull 
ras slain almost at the first volley of the police. 
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hostiles fired with deadly acoutaoy, and slowly 
'e the police from tbe field. If the cavalry 
bad not come up at this time it is probable the 
force would have been annihilated. The soldiers 
were quick to enter into action. A aldrmish line 
was thrown out, and then, kneeling and firing as 
they advanced, the troops, with machine gone 
playing over their heads, poured a withering fire 
into the savages. Sitting Bull's body, which had 
been abandoned by the police, was secured, as 
well as that of his son, and taken to Standing 
Rock. After the fight was over the followers of 
.y^S dead chief struck out for tbe Bad Lands." 



■ Th, 



The Battle of Wounded Knee. 



The death of Sitting Bull created intense excite- 
ment all through the Indian country. Instead of 
giving relief to the anxiety felt, it aroused the 
keenest apprehension. For it was feared that the 
followers of the dead chief would revenge bis 
death by falling on aU the settlers within reach, 
on their retreat to the Bad Lands. They were 
full of fight and vengeance. Consequently, refu- 
gees from all the surrounding settlements flocked 
into the neighboring towns of Biamarck and Man- 
dau for safety. Gen. Miles, then in command, 



made every preparation to forestall any cataa- 
trophe, KDd set about the movement of his troopB 
to preveiit any ooncentration of the Indiana. So 
he directed the troopa to destroy or capture all 
those who escaped, after the death of Sitting BuU. 
General Miles said that the order for this arrest 
was not given too soon, as he had reliable informa- 
tion that he was about leaving with one hundred 
fighting men. There were still, however, two 
hundred and fifty lodges, or over one thousand 
fighting Indians, in the Bad Lands. 

From a very interesting work, entitled " Sifctiiig 
Bull and the Indian War," recently written and 
compiled by W. Fletcher Johnson, we are pleased 
to make a few extracts on the subsequent events — 
the "Battle of Wounded Knee" in particular — 
which will complete this hiatoi? of the Indian 
troubles up to the date of its publication; 

" Sitting Bull was dead, and thus the first of 
two decisive measures was accomphshed. Xow 
came the second, the disarming of Big Foot's 
band. Although these Indians had surrendered 
in entire good faith, they were most suBpiciouB 
and uneasy. The tragic fate of Sitting Bull had 
alarmed them, and they only half trusted their 
white captors. There were those among them 
who believed that they were all to be put to death, 
and when the surrender of their weapons was 
alked of, this belief was much intensified. They 
iaturally supposed that their arms were to bo 




Im from them only to render them defeDeeless, 
^erefore easier victims. It was iu this state 
mind that they wont into camp on the bank of 
'Wounded Knee Creek, a place destined to become 
famous as the scene of one of the mo?t bloody 
Indian battles of recent yeai's. 

" Col. Foraythe arrived at the camp on Wounded 
Knee Creek early on the morning of December 
29th, with orders from Gen, Brooke to disarm 
Big Foot's band. Col. Forsythe assumed com- 
mand of the regulars, ^rith two battalions of 500 
men, with Hotchkies guns. It was feared that t!ie 
Indians would offer resistance, and every precau- 
Bon was taken to prevent an escape and to render 
the movement successful. Col, Forsythe threw 
his force around the Indian camp and mounted 
the Hotchkias guns so as to command the camp, 
and at eight o'clock issued the order to disarm the 
redskins. 

" The preparations were quickly made. The 
command was given to the Indians to come for- 
ward from their tents. This was done, the squaws 
and children remaining behind the tepees. The 
braves advanced a short distance from the camp 
to the place designated, and were placed in a half 
circle, the warriors squatting on the ground in 
front of the tent where Big Foot, their chief, lay 
sick with pneumonia. By twenties they were 
! ordered to give up their arms. The first twenty 
I went to their tents and came back with only two 




This irritated Major Whiteside, ivbo nu 
euperiu tending this part of the work. 

" After a hasty consultation with Coi. ForsjOie 
he gave the order for the cavalrymen, who were 
all diamounted and formed in almost a square, 
about twenty-five paeea back, to close in, Thflj 
did so, and took a stand within twenty feet of the 
Indians. When this had been done a detacbment 
of cavalry went through the tepees to search for 
arms. They found about fifty rifles. But, in the 
meantime, the Indian warriors, who were firmly 
and naturally convioced that they were about to 
be put to death, raised their plaintive death ohant. 
Then, in the twinkling of an eye, they changed it 
to their war-song, and before the startled soldieta 
could realize what was happening, the Indians 
drew their rifles from beneath their blankets and 
opened fire. Those Indians who had no guns 
rushed on the soldiers with tomahawk in one hand 
and a scalping-knife in the other. The troops 
outnumbered the Indians, three or four to one, 
and the case from the first was hopeless. It was 
simply the last desperate death-struggle of brave 
men who believed they were all to be massaored, 
and who meant to sell their lives as dearly as 
possible. 

"The fight lasted for over an hour. During 
this time Captain Wallace and seven troopers 
were killed and fifteen wounded, including Lient- 
Garlington, of Arctic fame. The slaughter among 
the savages was terrible, despite the fact that the 
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1 had to run them down in their ambus- 
"When the fight had fully begun the 
lers cheered one another with the cry 
"Remember Custer!" The regiment fought aa 
only men with a rsTengeful grievance can fight. 
There was no disorder after the first shock of 
Borprise had passed away. On foot, and mounted, 
the troopers deployed in all directions, driving 
the savages from cover and sending them in dis- 
order to the more impregnable buttes to the north. 
- Nearly one hundred Indians fell before the sheet 
of flame that swept from the batteries and guns 
of the United States troops. The manner in 
which Big Foot's band turned upon their captors, 
Btood before the terribly-raking fira and shot 
down so many soldiers, rivals anything that has 
accompanied the Indian wars of America. Though 
encnmbered with their squaws and papooses, they 
almost snatched victory from defeat, and dis- 
played a degree of reckless daring and bravery 
that has rarely been equalled. 

"The instant the attack began, the soldiers, 
maddened at the sight of their falling comrades, 
hardly awaited the command, and, in a moment, 
the whole camp was a sheet of fire, above which 
the smoke rolled, obscuring the central scene 
from view. Through this horrible curtain single 
Indians could be seen at times flying before the 
fire, but after the first discharge from the car- 
bines of the troops there were few of them left, 
They fell on all sides like grain before the scythe. 



'' Indians and GoldierB lay together, ftBJ, 
woundecl, fought on the ground. Off toward the 

liluffB the few remaining warriors fled, turning 
occasionally to fire, but now evidently caring more 
for escape than battle. Only the wounded Indiana 
seemed possessed of the courage of devilB. From 
the ground where they had fallen they contiiiued 
to fire iintil their ammunition was gone or tintil 
killed by the soldiers. Both sides forgot every- 
thing escepting the loading and dieohargiog et 
guua, 

" It was only in the early part of the af&ay tlutt 
hand-to-hand fighting was seen. The catbinas 
were clubbed, sabres gleamed and war-clube d 
cled in the air, coming down like thunderbolts. 
But this was only for a short time. The Indiana 
could not stand that storm from the soldiers. It 
was only a stroke of life before death. The n 
nant fled and the battle became a hunt. 

"It was now that the artillery was called into 
requisition. Before, the fighting was so close that 
the guns could not be trained without danger ot 
death to the soldiers. Now, with the Indians fly- 
ing where they might, it was easier to reach them. 
The Oatling and Hotchkise guns were trained, and 
then began a heavy firing, which lasted half aa 
hour, with frequent heavy volleys of musketij and 
cannon. It was a war of extermination now. Ifc 
was ditficult to restrain the troops. Tactics wera 
I almost abandoned. About the only tactics was ta 
1 while it could be done, wherever an ladiaa 
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old be Been. Down into the creek and up over 
i bare hilla they were followed by artillery and 
iketry fire, and the engagement went on until 
i live Indian was In Bight, 

I than ninety Indians were killed by the 

Uy fire from the Hotchkiaa guns and the un- 

i; aim of the soldiers. But when the smoke 

i away it was found that the firing of the 

Iskins was only a degree less effectiye than that 

I well-trained troopers. Twenty-five brave 

TB were scattered on the field and thirty five 

Bieis were Buffering from serious wounds. 

"Chief Big Foot was lying in his tepee, dying 

t pneumonia, when the battle began. He slowly 

V himself up, but had hardly reached an erect 

sition when at least twenty bullets struck him, 

i he pitched forward, never to rise again. His 

) to her feet with a Winchester in her 

id, when a bullet struck her in the heart, and 

e Bprang convulsively in the air, rolling down 

1 like a hall. 
" When the troopers got fairly at work they 
red a deadly fire into the savages, who were 
iriying with their guns to the crags and cliffs 
I buttes which surrounded the camp. Many of 
e hoBtiles leaped upon their ponies before the 
~ e had fairly opened and fied toward the Bad 

" The Indians formed no order of battle. Each 
a fought for himself, and the soldiers were at a 
dvantsge from the start. Captain Hayden 



i artillerjmeu worked desperately to gel 
sir guns to perfoim effective service; but they 
e 80 slow at their work that most of the casn- 
1 had occurred before the sheila began to 
^QTst over the ambuscades of the hoatiles. Cap- 
tain Hayden had one Hotchkias gim, whioh was 
used to aome effect before the howitnera began to 
work. The Indians have an everlasting hatred for 
cannon and the men who work them; and it was 
noticeable that in this battle the heaviest fire froW 
the enemy was directed toward the artiUerym^H, 
among whom there were several casualties. " 

Dr, Chfts. A. Eastman of Boston, a full -blood Aft 
SJous, who visited the battle-field after the conflletl 
wrote the following: 

"On Thursday morning I visited the field 0( 
battle, where all those Indians were killed on tlie 
Wounded Knee, last Monday. I went there to 
get the wounded, some who were left out. Ilxo 
soldiers brought with them about twenty-five, and 
I found eleven who wore still hving. Among 
them were two babies, about three months old, and 
an old woman who is totally blind, and was left 
for dead. Four of them were found out in a field 
in the storm, which was very severe. They were 
half buried in the snow. It was a terrible and 
horrible sight to see women and children lying in 
groups, dead. I suppose they were of one family. 
Some of the young girls wrapped their heada with 
shawls and buried their faces in their hands. I 



e tlifiy did that eo that the; would not see 
pBoIdiera come np to ehoot them. At one place 
e were two little children, one about one year 
H, the other about three, tjing on their faces, 
., and about thirtj yards from them a woman 
I on her face, dead. These were away from the 
hip about an eighth of a mile. 
y In front of the tents, which were in a semi- 
le, lay dead most of the men. This was right 
ine of the soldier's tents. Those who were 
^ living told me that that was where the Indians 
e ordered to hold a council with the soldiers, 
e accounts of the battle by the Indians were 
le, and confirmed one another, that the sol- 
diers ordered them to go into camp, for they were 
moTing them, and told them that they would give 
them provisions. Having done this they (the 
Indians) were asked to give up their arms, which 
was complied with by most of them, in fact all the 
old men; but many of the younger men did not 
comply, because they either had no arms, or con- 
cealed them in their blankets. 

" Then an order waa gi?en to search their per- 
sons, and their tents as well; and when a search 
was made of a wretch of an Indian, who was 
known as "Good-for-Nothing," he fired the first 
shot and killed one of the soldiers. They fired 
upon the Indians instantaneously. Shells were 
thrown among the women and children, some of 
which mutilated them most horribly," 

■;When General Brooke sent Father Jule, a 
Sionary, to the camp of_the hostiles, to learn 
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the cause at their grievtmces and what the 
pulses were that moved them to deBperatioii. A 
couucil wiks held, and, after much deliberatioo, 
petition drawn up, signed hj Holloiv Bear aad 
!ty-two other repreBentativea^men of the di£?ev: 
it Sious families. It was as follows: 

To THB Pbesidkkt,— Great Father, this day ifii 
Ite you a letter with a good heart. Wlien ir^ 
gave up the Black Hills you told us in that ti-e^tji; 
thiit a man would get three pounds of beef a d^'. 
The menuing was three pounds for one man. 
Besides, you said we could get food juat like Qte 
soldiers. You did aot give it to us at that rato^ 
We are starving, and beg you to give it to ua just 
so as you have promised. Thirty men of us get 
for eighteen days only one cow to eat. That ia 
why we mention it; and if you do not understand 
it, send money, and Hollow Horn Bear and five 
men will come to you. Great Father, if you do 
not want to do so, then, please let us have a sol- 
lier for agent." 



The war of 1890-91 was an example of the same 
kind of mismanagement by Government offioers, 
and dishonesty, too, on the part of an agent. 
The SiouK were suffering great privation.— many 
ai'tually starving. Under the circumstances they 
became desperate and determined, since there 
help in man, to seek the " Messiah;" and, if 

ley must die, to die fighting their pnle-faoed f(»B. 
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DonaldaoD, one of the GoTetnment census 

I, has recently Bhown by actual record, that 

July 4th, 1776, to June 30, 1886, the Indians 

|ooet the Government $929,239,284.02. And 

> safe to say that, since that computation, the 

la of the last few years will bring the 

;nt up to one thousand millions of dollara— 

' one-third what the War of the Rebellion 

The story of dealing with the Indians, and 

i story of their wars is one of " expense, bar- 

"' and shame." 

i judge the Indian with prejudice, and, con- 
uatly, with injustice. Not taking into ac- 
t bis savage nature and unfavorable surround- 
e expect of him all that can be of a civilized 
without the positive influences of 
ianity, a lasting conversion and thorough 
i next to impossible. A mistake is 
made in trying to force upon this people one cer- 
tun form of Christianity. At many of the Agen- 
cies they are compelkd to accept the Christianity of 
a certain sect. Many are grievously offended at 
this. Such proceedings have always a bad effect. 
The Indians heartily despise the pious formalities 
and outward show of Puritanism which has been 
forced upon them. Their keen powers of obser- 
vation soon gives them an insight into these hypo- 
critical professions, and Christianity becomes to 
them an object of contempt, which they cast aside 
at the first opportunity. Every revolt and out- 
break furnish proof of this. Those who had em- 
braced Christianity always joined their Pagan 



_ rethren whenever any deeda of violence vrere to 
be perpetrated agrainst the whites. The Sioux have 
frequently and earneatly asted for Catholic mia- 
sionaries, but their rerjuest was never notioed at 
Washington. 

The large Balaries that have been paid their 
" fipiritual " agents (whose wiveB, daughters and 
cousins also drew large salaries as their assistaatB 
in some official capacity) was looked upon by tbem - 
as systematic plunder. Cold and indifferent treat- 
ment at the hands of the Great Father at Waab- 
ington, of which President Harrison, in deidi^ 
with the Sious delegates, has recently given tB 
example, is not calculated to make them love tbo 
while man and his religion. 

Evil will always bring forth evil. Moreovar, 
these aborigines caunot understand why thoir 
lands can be taken from them, tract after tract, by 
the palefaces, since they are the real and original 
owners— the only real Americans — who, together 
with their descendants, have the only rightfnl 
claim to that title. As far as this world is ooa- 
cerned it was to the old Indians a paradise. 
Their hunting grounds were boundless, th«ir 
fisheries exhaustless, and their pastures almoBt 
without limit. Free from all restraints, the Son 
of the Wilderness could roam about in the most 
beautiful forests on the face of the earth, and eat 
and rest on the soft, fur-covered couch of his wig- 
wam. He knew no care for the coming day. 

But the palefaces have changed all this for him. 
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inrea f^om the Oennan Sioux Mission. 

[ correspondent of the niinois Slaats-ZHiung, 
'mg from St. Francis Mission, Rosebud Agency, 
flontfa J)akota, under date January 16, 1891, gives 
the following graphic account of affairs at the 
Mission at that date: 

"I do not believe in a premeditated plan of Bit- 
ting Bull, or any other chieE, to enter upon a gen- 
eral revolt. Those vrho knew Sitting Bull dony it. 
But, sinoe he is dead, he cannot defend himself. 
If Col. Gallagher had remained the agent at Pine 
Ridge, and Mr, Wright had been at our reserva- 
tion at the time, I believe no military interference 
would ever have been necessary, and we would 
have had no stampede and no bloodshed. The 
onize would have died out, as it had no other 
foundation than the story of the ' spirit' and the 
empty promises and threats of Short Bull and his 
associates. According to what many Indiana tell 
me of the latter, he must have been a sort of sor- 
cerer. Anyway, he knew howto keep their expec- 
tations alive from day to day. But this could not 
have lasted for any length of time. He had spo- 
ken ot a fire which was to consume the earth, of 
a cyclone destroying everything, of a fearful hail- 
storm, and of a deluge. Nothing came to pass. 
His promises about his magical coats against which 
bullets could not prevail would soon have been 



found to be equalljr vfun, and the strongest faith 
in bim would have beeu sbalien, and the Indians 
would have loaded the deceiver with shame and 
disgrace. How firmly the Indiana believed in 
Short Bull at the time, even to those who seemed 
otherwise roasouable, is evident from the fact tbat 
they wanted to take their children out of school 
for fear they might burn up with us, or be changed 
into dogs iu the next world, because they had not- 
taken part in the ghost dance. I told them that if 
everything else perishes, St. Francis Mission would 
survive, and they should leave their children whore 
they would be well taken care of. The majority 
obeyed me. Only a few removed their children 
secretly. From our nearest camp, the • owl- 
feather ' village, only three went with them into 
the Bad Lauds. 

" The morning after the soldiers had arrived I 
held a council with them, where we solemnlj 
smoked the pipe of peace. They requested to ask 
Col. Smith for a white flag. They remembered 
that iu former times the soldiers, being under the 
influence of liquor, had killed the innocent tofi^Q- 
ther with the guilty. I told them they bad noUt- 
ing to fear at the Mission. Col. Smith did not 
think it advisable, either, to provide them with 
such a flag, because the rebels might get one like 
it, and thereby deceive the army. During the first 
days of suspense, therefore, the village was formed 
Ktween the Mission and the two-mile dlatwit 
But when everything remained quiet the; 
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soon returned to tlieir log cabins to take care of 
their effects. 

" Some persona had taken advantage of the ab- 
sence of the fugitives (rebels) and their relatives, 
and sold their hay to the cavulry, tore down their 
cabins and cut up the logs for firewood. 

" Our Indians did not have a hand in it. Some 
of them feared for oui' Mission, and at a council 
thej- freely offered their services to protect us and 
to help UB in case of need. ' At your request we 
stayed nt home. You have made oar hearts strong. 
Now we are glad.' How often have I since then 
heard these and similar words 1 

" This reminds me of an anecdote which Gen, 
Brooke related to Father Craft and myself. When 
Father Jutz brought the Indiana back to Pine 
Bidge agency, they had taken nn old flour-sack 
with them from the Mission and tied it to a long 
pole, which served them as a flag of truee. Thus 
they went to meet the General. ' What does this 
mean ?' said he. ' That we don't want any war,' 
they replied. ' Do we want war?' he answered. 
' We have come as the friends of all good Indiana 
and to secure their life and property against those 
who are inclined to rebel. Away with the flag !' 
By his quiet, patient and friendly dealings ^ith 
tiiem he gained their confidence, and would have 
brought about an amicable settlement if Sitting 
Bull's death and the bloody encounter between 
the soldiers and Big Foot's band had not come to 



interfere. It is to be hoped that this will b6 
brought to light in due time. 

" The Indians are overgrown children, warda ol 
tlie Government, and ae such must be treated witb 
patience and tirmnesa. But children, it is Bald, 
are little men. These red children haye a keaa 
feeling for justice and brotherly love. They must 
feel that one means well with them, and they will 
be led, Thia is the middle of January, and tbey 
have not yet received their blankets and clothes, 
and they must freeze, Day before yesterday ona 
of them said to me: ' The Great Father must ba 
ashamed to Leai how poor we are after receiving 
80 many promises.' He told me how they received 
a number of cows once during Spotted Tail's time; 
but at that time they still lived in tents and bod 
no barns for their cattle, and during the winter 
they either ran away or died. During the last 
few years they have become more inclined to work; 
but there are stilt a good many shiftless ones 
among them. Now would be the time to lend tba 
willing ones a helping hand. The consequeaoea 
of these late troubles will be felt for a long time. 
What has been fi-equently said prior to these I&te 
troubles is true. ' The heat and cheapest thing 
for the Qovernment to do would he to give them 
their rations promptly and to accustom them at 
the same time to farming and stock raising.' The 
question of water is an important one. For exam- 
ple: for miles around the Mission the aoil ia V617 
good, but there are no streams and the IndiHiii 



are not able to dig wells. "Why could not the 
boring of artesian wella be tried ? These would 
greatly increase the value of the land and soon re- 
pay the outlay. If I had the meana I would make 
a trial. Our present farmer is the best one we 
ever had. He follows the Indians and shows a 
real interest in their adrancenient. Harmon; 
prevails at all times between the officials and the 
agents. Mr. Wright is, as fiir as I tnow, a Chi- 
cago boy, and hia motto is: 'Be sure you are 
right, and go ahead,' Every one here ia glad that 
he has been honorably reinstated in his ofdce. 

'" If you ask me what my hopes are, I will say, 
that everything depends upon the means that are 
employed to overcome the mistrust and bitter- 
ness caused by these troubles. These tronblea are 
a lesson to both the whites and the redskins. We 
must not judge the revolt of the Indiana too 
horsbiy. Their mistrust was awakened and fed. 
If they can be convinced that the coming of troops 
was intended tor their own welfare, they will soon 
forget what has happened. If a father shows him- 
aeli kind after he has puniaheil the child, the pun- 
ishment will be soon forgotten; and it will even 
thank the father as soon as it can see that it was 
in the wrong. If the overflowing waters are now 
led into the right channel, and if by instruction in 
the true faith they are secured against following 
similar fanatical superstitions, then this may have 
been the last outbreak of the Sious. Ploughs and 
schools will do all they can. 



"In concIuBioQ, I must relate a trick the Indian 
boya played on me. One day during last Decem- 
ber they conducted a regular ghost dance. Ae 
80on as they saw me come around the corner they 
parted aa suddenly as if a thunderbolt had dropped 
into their midst. We had strictly forbidden them 
that nonsense from the start. I feigned as if I 
had not noticed anything and went away. Theiy 
Boon gathered again and tried it once more. Then 
I could see a company of ' soldiers,' armed with 
sticks and commanded by a captain, coming down 
upon the dancers. When 1 went up to them they 
came and told me, very modestly: ' Father, we &k 
only playing Short-Bull-Catch ; we know he is a 
deceiver and do not believe him.* 

" These will hardly ever fall away again. 

"You ought to have read some of the letters 
written by some of our scholars to their parents or 
grandparents at Pine Bidge, and you would have 
said: VivanI, crescanl, fioriarU!— that Is, the schools, 
especially those on the reservation. They do much 
good. We have not seen the end yet, but accord- 
ing to the latest reports an amicable settlement is 
near at hand. May God help us to receive our 
confused Sock in patience and love, and lead them 
upon the right path! 

"p, r. D., 8. i." 
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y other Pictores from the Same Source. 



brongli the kindness of a benevolent German 

ileman from Chicago who is an active friend of 
fr6ermaa Cathohc Sious Missions at the Boae- 

B Bud Fiae Bidge reservntions, we are enabled 
jive extracts from letters of an experienced 

iiolic missionary, who, in company with others, 
Ites himself, with a noble self-sacrllice, to the 
ntion of the Sious children, and, if possible, 

Ene civilizing of the adult Sious. If the treab- 
meUt of the Sioux were entirely placed in the 
hands of the ■"black-gowns" and the devoted 
Sisters of Charity, there would be no mote Sioux 
wars. That the present troubles have not assumed 
greater proportions, may be safely attributed to 
the zeal of the good misaionariee, and that many 
of the Sioos are now desirous of making peace. 

These letters contain many interesting word- 
pictures of the hfe aud doings at these Missions. 
The missionaries are not bhnd enthusiasts like 
the noble but very eccentric missionary, Rev. Fr, 
J. M. Craft, who can see only ill-treated angels in 
the Sioux. They do not overlook the short com- 
ings of these Indians: 

"During this year (1890), we had about one 
hundred acres under cultivation. So much barley, 
oats and rye were raised that we were obliged to 
build a granary. Our garden is now well irrigated. 

ri would only follow our esamplel 



During the last four years, however, it is evidenl 
that this teaching is not in vun. Of course, 
many hare, despite our admonitions, neglected to 
select a good farm and begin to cultivate it. 

Nevertheless, a goodly number of well-selected 
new farms have come to tight on the prairie. And 
it is high time that the Indians begin to work for 
their support. Beef, of which they received until 
recently a eufficient quantity, will be scarcer — their 
rations having been cut down 30 per cent. The 
tribe in our neighborhood has lost nearly half of 
meat rations, Until recently they had a goodly 
tnmber of ' poor souls ' on their lists, and they 
i rations for the dead as well as for the living. 
But since the new census they get rations only for 
the living — the dead are not counted in. 

" We feel the loss here at the Mission. As soon 
as these Indians get hungry, they come to the 
Mission and beg for bread, meat, etc. When they 
came too thick and fast I made it a rule that they 
should first work a little for what they got. Many 
are glad to get something to eat in that way. 
Their rations ought not to have been cut down so 
much at once. They ought to have been told, 
during this year, that next year forty or fifty of 
them will have to content themselves with the 
amount now given to thirty, and that they should 
provide accordingly. 

"They are not fools, hut they are lazy. The 
progress nt our schools proves that they are not 
fools. Our Indiftn agent was present at the 
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' commencement ' and the diBtribution of prizes, 
and expressed his great surpi'ise. He said that 
white children would not Lave succeeded any 
better, and probably not as well, during that time. 
This is true, considering the circumstances that 
they have to deal with foreign languages against 
which they have a natural dislike, that they live 
at the reservation near their homes and relatives, 
and that we cannot urge them on as they do the 
Government schools, etc. 

" The farm conducted by our boys is a proof of 
their laziness. "We had reserved a portion of our 
form for them and divided it among them for cul- 
tivation. They began well and things looked neat. 
They planted cabbage, turnips, peas, potatoes, 
tomatoes, water-melons, etc., and all went well 
until vacation began, when they left the whole 
thing to the care of the Great Spirit and the blaok- 
gowns. Tet when they came to us with empty 
stomachs we gave them something to eat, but made 
them work for it. We told them that they could 
have all they could raise. If they can once see 
the fruits of their labor, they may begin to find 
pleasure in it. 

" "When the grippe prevailed last winter, and 
we could see by the papers that it had already 
reached Chicago, we began to pray. Necessity 
teaches one to pray, and prayer is no superstition. 
Mrs. Grippe would have been an unwelcome vis- 
itor to our boarding school. But she was not per- 
mitted to visit us, although she was through the 



ber 

M 



whole neighborhood. The phjrsician at the Agenoj 
said he had visited fiftj-two sink Indiana during 
one week. We had not a single case. 

" The Indians feared the disease. Beatb 
claimed man; of them. A number of them called 
U8 to baptize them. Thej generally wait for bap- 
tism till the end is near. One Ptcbincalan Notipa 
(Two Calves) who was a frequent attendant td 
church, but who was not yet baptized, called one 
of us. Being asked what he wanted, he said: 'I 
will go and see my child in the home of the Great 
Spirit. Baptize me.' The priest instructed him 
and made him promise in case of recovery to 
renounce hia superstitions, give up his ' sou]- 
bouse ' and go to church regularly. They re- 
peated the Act of Contrition together several 
times. When the priest wanted to repeat it agoia 
he said: 'Inalini matlnkte' (make haste, I am 
dying). And indeed he died soon after he was 
baptized. 

"One of out school children, a fourteen-year- 
old girl, died of consumption last spring. She 
received the Blessed Sacrament repeatedly. Her 
favorite prayer during sickness was 'AH for Jesus.' 
Shortly before her death she asked the Franciscaa 
Sister who waited on her to repeat that prayer. 
The children who persevere are our hopes for the 
future. 

" In regard to the 'soul-houses' (Wanagi-tipi) 
mentioned above, I wish to say this: If the mem- 
ber of a wealthy or respected family dies they 
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a nice large teat for the spirit which they 

B to remain for a while after death, and call 

'soul-house.' RelativeB and friends bring 

BBentB — blankets, moccasins, pipes, etc. Even 

s are given to them; but these are killed. 

"The Agent at Pine Bidge told me last year 

a Indian had asked him to exchange the ox 

Sgot from the gOTerninent for a pair of ponies. 

law years ago this man had a number of ponies, 

b they had all gone to a Wanagi-tipi, The 

|>(mt has since put a stop to that nonsense at 

e Ridge, They rebelled at first, but the ghost 

lodges fell like the aun-dance. Our Agent did the 

same. He had so diSiculties with our Indians. 

They had been prepared by instruction in religion, 

and many had promised to give it up. Others 

refused at first, but were obliged to give it up. 

The keeper of a Wanagi-tipi is considered a sacred 

person and must keep away from all that is evil. 

I was told that one could attack and beat him, and 

that be would not offer auy resistance in order 

to avoid a quarrel or fight; but I cannot Vouch 

for the truth of this." 



J 



Just Complainta of the Sioux. 

It is conoeded oq all sides tliat the Sioux have 
been lU-tTeated by the Governtnent of the TJiiited 

States. The facts which we are here relating rest 
upon, the testimoDy of intelligent and reliable wit- 
nesses. It is easy to say that the Indian has land 
enough and can support himself by cultivating it. 
He is a born hunter and not a farmer. He must 
fii-st learn to till the soil. Of course, we are told 
that there is a " teacher of agrioulture " at the 
Agency to teach the Indians. But, as a rule, these 
teachers know as little about farming as the Indiana 
themselves. They are not practical farmers, but 
clerks and such like, who enjoy their position, but 
hardly ever make an attempt to teach that of wludi 
they are themselves ignorant. But not only, the 
promised instruction is wanting, but also the 
neeeseary farming implements, seed, etc. 

Justice requires of us, however, to make mention 
of the Catholic Sioux Missions, about which we 
have lately made reports, and according to which 
the Sioux, in spite of all opportunities to learn 
something, remained a shiftless set. Those of the 
Sioux who, despite the above-mentioned draw- 
backs, carried on some farming in Dakota and 
Kebraska, had, like their white neighbors, a very 
poor orop last year, 

When the different tribes of the Sioux made 
their submission during the seventies, the Qoven- 
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BBolemnly piomised to protect them against 
|er and nakednesa. But what has Bince been 
h them, such as meat, bacon, flour, salt, coffee, 
b, blankets, etc., bae not been in proportion 
liflir actual needs. Partly on account of the 
ReBBnesB and indifference of Congress, and 
Kj on account of corruption in bigb places, 
p rations bad grown smaller and Bmaller, until 
Indians were on the verge of starvation. 

y agreement that was signed in good faith 
fie Sioux seem to have been mtblesBly broken 
Ue agents of the Government. It is a dread- 
tate of things when the Government's own 
s confirm the storiee of bad faith, privation 
F unjust dealing on the part of those wicked 
men, who, through contrivance or willful negli- 
gence, are allowed to rob the Indians. 

Who can blame those men who have so often 
and so grievously been wronged, if they do not 
trust the Government any longer? 

The great wrang committed agaiust the Indians 
must not, however, be charged to the present 
administration only. "Under the previous (Demo- 
cratic) administration it was fully as bad. The 
great zeal with which a portion of the Democratic 
press ntilizes the present troubles to advance party 
interests, and the many crocodile tears that it has 
ehed over the wrongs that are committed against 
the Sioux, are simply ridiculous. 

The mistakes in dealing with Indian affairs may 
be charged to the system; and Democrats and 



Bepoblicans ore alike reeponeible for ita reeoIlB. I 
Tl««re wiU be a. change fgr the better oniy vban | 
the mstier can be coQsidered and dealt with uid»- | 
peudeut of part; iutereste. The *ioTeiiimeiit li 
time and aguin, broken its promiseB and dii 
gardc'l itw coutracle. These thingE enraged aav- 1 
eral of the Sioux tribeB. For exfunple: erem to 1 
tbia da.j thuy have not been iiidemmfied fur tba I 
Iftr^e number of boreeB delivered to the Gorets- I 
tuent during the Civil War. 

Tbene thing* have helped to dispose the £ 
for the reception of the Messiah craze, and induced \ 
many to prefer death upon the battle field to ancilt I 
a life. But, before death, they desired revenge — a i 
cruel revenge. ' 

That the Indiann have riiles, ammunitioD, knives, 
uLo. ,iaal80 the fault of the ditTerent administrs- | 
tioRM. The Qovet-nnient aud itu agents did not j 
try to ]ireveut uuBCiupulouB white traders who i 
dvlivtired thene thingn tu thu ludiauB. And, just 
beforii tliiM outbreiilt, thu Sioui were very anxioos ( 
to euro iiiouuy uo as to be able to provide them- ] 
BolvsH witli thu neoesaaridB of wnr. It is also 
Ibought that thoy received ftasiBtttnce from other j 
Indian nations, even from those in Indian Terrl- I 
lory. I'he young and warlike Sious compelled ( 
tlioBo who were in favor of peace to assist them; 
and tliiH had almost cituaed a general Sious war. i 
The Bainn feelings of dissatitif action may be fomul I 
among many other Indian tribes. 



Arks of Bishop Marty on Sitting Bnll. 

Bight Rev. Martih Marty, Blghop of South 
Dakota, haa a thorough knowledge of the Sioux, 
He was among them as a miaaionarj for many 
years, learned their language, wrote a grammar 
and a dictionary, and thereby brought this difficult 
tongue within easy reach of other miBsioDariea and 
the Sisters. He made the acquaintance of Sitting 
Bull before the latter returned to the States from 
Canada. At the request of the Government, 
Bishop Marty went to see Sitting Bull, in order to 
induce him to make his Bubmission and return to 
the United States. Later on he had a great deal 
to do with him. And now he writes in regard to 
the great Sioux chief: 

" Sitting Bull was a full-blooded Indian, u 
bome-ruler, a friend of his people; and, conse- 
quently, an enemy of the whites. He-was of the 
opinion that the Great Spirit had created the land 
on the other side of the Atlantic for the white 
man, and the land on this side for the red man, 
ami he never could understand why God should 
permit the white man to take pOBsession of it. 
Ho, therefore, willingly believed that the Son of 
God, wliom the whites had crucified, would now 
return to remove the whites from the land of the 
Indians, and restore to them the peaceful posses- 
sion of their hunting grounds. He had submitted 
to the Government of the whites only as far as he 
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w&B compelleij, and alwaj's tned to remain sJ 
independent as it was possible undei- the oiroutnJ 

stance B. 

"The principles of Christianity, placed bef 
him by Father De Smet, and later on by myselfjl 
bad found favor in biB eyes, and the black-gownl 
was, in his estimation, the only friend of tha.l 
Indiana. As late as last Bummer it was bis inten-r 
tion to eBtablish a settlement aomewbere on the! 
Reservation for himaeU and bis faithful foilow«rs,| 
and at our last interview be gave me a descriptioa J 
of the place and requeBted me to build a ohiu«hfl 
and a school there. It was his intention, II 
believe, to become a Christian himself. Swch had.fl 
also been tbe intention of Spotted Tail, 
early death prevented both of them from carrying- 1 
out tbeir intentions. Tbe career of both of tbeee 1 
patriots was cut short by the hand of one of their ] 
own countrymen.* Both gloried in tbe fact that J 
they bad never taken a lead againat tbe whites." 

Thus writes Bishop Marty. Tbe great chief otM 
the Brules-Sious, Spotted Tail, who was assaeai-T 
nated by a Sioux a few years ago, had reached fcfaeJ 
OoncluBion that the Indians could be saved Ottlj-I 
through civilizatjion. How well Bishop Martyf 
understood Sitting Bull is evident from a speech J 
delivered by that chief in the presence of tb8>l 
Indian Commissioners last year. This speech was I 
translated into English and runs tbna: 

a ludiaa a 
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' When did the red man ever break a contract 
with the whites, and when did the white man ever 
fulfill a contract made with the Indiana? Neverl 
When I was a boy the Sioux were the masters of 
tlie world. The sun rose and set in their country. 
They could send ten thousand horsemen into 
battle. Where are their warriora to-day? Who 
killed them ? Where ia our land, and who has it 
now ? Where is the white man who can say that 
I ever stole a cent from him? And yet I am 
called a thief. What white woman, weak and un- 
protected though she might have been, was ever 
insulted by me ? And yet they say that I am a 
bad Indian. What white man haa ever seen me 
drunk ? Who has ever come to me hungry and 
went away hungry ?" 



Mato-wan-a-ti-taka (the Prophet) was Sitting 
Bull's wile's sister's son, and the chief was stop- 
ping with him in October and November, 1890. 

Eight hundred settlers in the Southwest have 
been murdered between the years 1862 and 1868. 



L 




Summing Up. 



To mako still stronger out aBsertion Ibat bad 
faith, unjust dealing and privations were the sole I 
and only cause of these Indian troubles, wa gi*B I 
a letter that wns addressd to the Secretary of the J 
Interior by Mr, P. C. Armstrong, an Indian i 
Bpector. The letter is dated Pine Bidge, April I 
7th, 1890: 

" In former years this agency was aUonad | 
5,000,000 pounds of beef. Tbis year it has faeeo j 
reduced to 4,000,000 pounds. These Indians 'ftte ] 
not prepared for this change. No instruotiotia | 
bod been given the agent that 1,000,000 pouudflof 1 
beef would be cut off from the Indians this jetat. 
Consequently, iasnes were made from the begin- 1 
ning of the fiscal year-— July Ist, 1889 — until the ] 
date of the final delivery of beef, about October I 
15th, 1880, on the basis of 6,000,000 pounds for J 
the year. This necessitated a large reduction in J 
the beef issue afterward to catch up with tba 1 
amount, and came juat at the worst season of the | 
year. The Indians were kept at the agency be- 
tween three and four weeks in the farming season j 
of 1889, when they should have been at home J 
attending to their corn. 

"Their enforced absence attending the Sioux I 
Commission caused them to lose all they bad! 
planted by the stock breaking in on their 1 
and destroying everything they hod. They hftte 
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been compelled to kill their private stock during 
tlie winter to keep from etarving, and in some 
casee have been depredating upon the stock of 
white people living near the line of the reservation. 

" A bad feeling is growing among the Indians 
out of this, and may lead to trouble between the 
settlers and the Indians, The killing of a hog 
made the Nez Peroea war, with Indians far more 
advanced than these people. The full allowance 
of beef should be given them. They complain 
and with good grounds, that they were told by the 
Sionx Commission that their rations, eta., should 
not be reduced; that while this talk was going on 
the Department in Washington was fixing to out 
off one-fifth of their meat supply, but did not let 
them know it, nor did the agent know it, until 
they had signed the Sioux Bill, They had a good 
start in cattle, but have had to kill over three 
times as many of their own cattle, old and young, 
as they did the year before; that they have been 
deceived in doing what they did by the Govern- 
ment, and that tbey don't get as much now as 
they did before. 

"I think cutting olf this 1,000,000 pounds of 
beef, and thereby forcing them to kill their own 
young cattle, has put them back two years or more 
in raising stock, and has created a feeling of dis- 
trust, which, unless something is done to repair it, 
will lead to trouble and bad conduct. They have 
now killed many of their own cattle and will next 
commence to kill range cattle. Already hides 
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other evidences of tMs are being found on the 
reservation borders. 

" Men will take desperate remedies sooner Llion 
suffer from hunger. Not much work can be ex"- 
pected with the present feeling. The Indians 
who advocated signing are now laughed at and 
blamed for being fooled. They don't get even 
their former rations, and ask where are all the 
promisee that were made. The Govei-nment mast 
keep faith as well as the Indians. 

" The attention of the Department has fTe>' 
quently been called to the condition of the Cbey- 
enne Indians at this agency, their dissatisf action 
and determination to do nothing to better their 
condition, They now openly say they will le&vfl 
there this spring, and therefore have no intention 
of putting in crops or doing any work. 

"They may be held here by force, but it is ques- 
tionable if it is good policy to keep them at fine 
Bidge Agency any longer. The nine hundred 
Cheyennes at Tongue Eiver, Montana, and these 
five hundred Cheyennes of the same band here, 
should he concentrated at one agency. The 
Sioux don't want them here, and they don't want 
to stay. They should not be kept as prisonerB 
only. The Tongue Kiver reservation is, I know, 
wanted by cattlemen. They should be a secondary 
consideration. These Indians should be concen- 
trated there, and a reservation obtained for them 
from the Crows, and the Cheyennes should be 
moved to it. They will then be satished, settle 
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bwn, and go to work. No good can ever come 
I the Cheyennoa if the course pursued toward 
Qiem during the last six yeai-a is continued, and 
touch bad may result. 

"Why should Indians be forced to stay where 

Qiey never located through choice? Fut them 

Vhere they want to live and can make a living, 

i let them stay there and do it, Without some 

Tompt action regarding this beet matter, and also 

1 the Cheyenne matter, on this reservation, the 

>epartmeQt may, this summer or fall, expect 

Hboubls. I have thought this of sufficient impor- 

iDCB to lay it before the Department, and to go 

t person to ask that some action be taken. I 

iftve seen this Cheyenne matter brewing for two 

., and I see now the Sioux put back in the 

iipal industry on which they have to depend. 

iFith prompt action in this matter and a proper 

Krangement of districts for the issuing of rations, 

p plan for which I will submit, these people vrill 

» ahead. If not, they will go backward, which 

'9 them is the easier road." 



\ There can be no gainsaying the ooiToctness and 
tonesty of these assertions. Mr. Armstrong de- 
wvea honor for his sincerity. Let us, then, hope 
lat the lessons taught by the past will enable us 
D avoid diaastroQB mistakes in the future. 



^ 
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' "eat. A Bill witlmnt the Intarested Party. The 

ider Myrifk. Mak-pe-ya-we-lah. Instigations 

long the Indinns. The Assassioation of the 

ihes of Jones, Baker and Webster. A Frightful 

B. Indians Prepare. Indian Gathering on 

Creek. The Signal la given. Drafting at New 

. An Attack. Five Dead and one Mntilated. . 



CHAPTER VIII. 

e Lower Agency, Preparations for War Noticed. 

Wagner and Lamb Killed. Attack on Myriek's 

. Imposing EninB. Pierced by Airowa. 

ir Killed. Crossing the River the only Safety. 

H'anBke'B Wondacfnl Escape. Anton Manderfeld's 

TWvenhire in Big Stone Lake. A Half-breed. Po- 

^t-shi. Flight. Nephew's Death. Escape to 

»rt Ridgely. News of the Outbreak at the Fort. 

kptoin Join S. Marsh. Attack at the Ferry. Cap- 

(a Uarah's sad end. "Little Priest." Newa to 

S Savages of tie Upper Agency, Ciiaf " Other 

Saving of Siity Whites. . 




OHAPTEE rx, 
■e oontiDned. Theresa Eenle's Aocoiml. DeaK 
of Banediot Dresler. Twenty-one of one Family 
MUBEEiOTed. MaBHnpQBt'a Tragie End. A Sick Wo- 
mim abot in Bed, Blood-thirstinras of the Indians. 
Panic Among the Sattleis, A number of FagitiTea. 
Means of Defending Nev DEm. Commander Jacob 
Nil. Sheriff Charles Itooa. living ajid DeaA 
lironght to Town. Arma. A Scythe and FitchfoA 
Coiapany. New Ulm Bairicaded. llore FngiliTM 
brought in. I 



CHAPTEK X. 

" August 19th, Indians Besiege the Town. To the Cani- 
uadeet Beinforcements. Raiaat the Kight Tiin«. 
Daring AmericBOs: Mnay lose their lives. 8ad 
Heartsin Town. New Geinforeomeuts al Midnieltt. 
Captain Flandreau. The Morning after a BesUeoB 
Night , HI 



CHATEB SI. 

BiegQ of Fort Bidgely, Little Crow. Ohitstian Indiana 
Equally Oroel, Little Crow's Plan. Confiisioii at 
the Fort. Shehan and Jones, Seriona DefenM. 
Fear of the Besieged, Scarcity of Vfaier. Bain at 
the Proper Moment. Help AiriTefl, The Indiana 
Gaiae the Siege, Br, Alfred Mueller and his De- 
voted Wife 131 

CHAPTER Xn, 

iBOond Siege of New Ulm. Lientenant Huoy'a Flight. 
I'nitad with Captain Cos's Troops. Honses eet on 
Fire. Inoendiary Mania iu Town. The Pole, 
Miohelowski, Weltendorf's Eesidence. A Banal 
o£ Powder, A Night ol Terror, ALeouidiia Troop. 
Miannderatandings. A Stovepipe lor a Oannon. 
Salvation. Departure from New Ulm. Property 
Lost. To Mankato and St. Peter. Baak Horns. 
Itemnanta of the Outbreak. Oraashoppers. New 
Ulm Bebuilt, A Oermnn Olt;, Nothing to Fau 
from the bidians 



CHAPTER Xni. 

Inislmient of CTimtnalB. Tba Greateot Etil-doers go 

Free. A Difficnlt Onmpaigu. Many IndlaUB Oap- 

tnred. Three Hundred and Three Coademued to 

Death. Citizeca of Nev Ulm and the Captives. 

They were to he Maasacrad. Tbir^-nine Executed, 

\ the othfefB Pardoned by President Lincoln. Namea 

i of tlie Condemned. Their Ifeligiona ProfeasionB. 

f Uiurtial Law in Mankato. lAat Fiirowell from 

I frienda and Relatives. To-ti-mi-na. Xu-zoo and 

I Bed Iron. Seath-wailiiig of the Condemned, The 

f Gdlowa. The Indiana Decorate ThemselYea for 

I Dentil. End of the Condemned. Final Scene. ... 1 



OHAPTEE XIV. 

1 Eventa, Siiabian Settlenioct. A Ohnreli and 

bits Shadow. Vincent Briiner'a Drive. PiigitivsB 
B iroXD laf (tjette. Many Morders. A Faithful Dog. 
■ West Newton. Maria HarCmann's Acuonnt, Florian 
W Hartuinnn'K Death. A Friend after Weeks of Boli- 
L tnde, Strangling of tho Faithful Dog, Bread and 
fBemeB, New Cove for Life. A Loaf o£ Bread 
L between Foiu Dead Bodies. A Waik among the 
f tiie Dead. Safety. Again among Men 1 



CHAPTER XV. 

i Krieger'a Advpntnre. The Families Bags nnj 
f. Bosbe l&asocTed. A Crowd of Fiwitiyes. A Prog- 
r bant Woman Cut Open and the Child Mailed to a 
], Tree. A Three-year old Child sits beside the Dead 
L Sody of its Mother. To Fort Ridgely. A Judas 
f Kiss. Betraying Indians. Money and Life. A 
I wholesale! Massacre. The Women Requested to go 
1' with the Indians. They are Shot. Others Killed wiili 
I Tomahawks and RiSe-stocks. Mrs. Krieger Sliot, 
I "Papa, don't sleep so long." Deserted Children. 
lAFnghtfuI HospitBl. Flight into the Woods, The 
^^sad Stripped by the ludians. A Honse with seven 
' ': Children Burned. Flight to Fort Bidgely. 
cible Sufferings of the Fugitives, Safety after 
17 lone days. Mrs. Krteger's Terrible N^bt, 
llessed with the Sword. Fearful Butch^ of 
belmina Kitzman. Twelve Terrible Days. Final 
one. In Fort Ridgcly 1 



CHAPTER SVI. 

r Otlior Accounts. Cruelty Mid Fierceuess of the Sa\- 
ngeB. An Example of Diabolical AtTooity. Terrible 
SafTeriugH Endured. Acconnta of Phfeiciana. JoB- 
tiDa BoTteT's WanderiDge. Lavinia Eastlick's Ad- 
veutare. Enormone Loss. AFloarishiiigSettlemeDt 
Buiued. OfBcial Beports of Deaths. Seven Hun- 
dred Dead and Thirty Thoueand FugitiysB. Eetimate 
too Low, Flight of tbeGniltySouito Devil's Lake. 
Ta-tan-ka-ma-mi. John Other Day'e Services • 
Matocial Lobb. End of Chief Little Crow. Expe- 
dition to Devil's Lake. Little Crow's Bold Answer. 
Sampson and his Son Chenncey Discover Little 
Crow and his Sou near Entchinson. A Fight. 
Little Crow Rilled by Cbaimcej Sampson. The 
Chief's Son Eaoapee. 'Little Crow Scalped and Be' 
beaded by the Soldiers, Wa-wi-ua-pa, Little Crow's 
Son. His Acooimt. little Crow's Wives and Chil- 
dren. An Avenging Justice , ,,. 177 

CHAPTEK xni. 
Conolnsiou. Any Change for the Better in Dealing wilh 
the Indiana. Only a Pause. Shsmeful Treatment 
of tbe Bedskins, Crackers and Strychnine. The 
PioQE E. P. Smith. Three Hundred and Three 
Thousand Dollani of Indian Money. Sattle in 
Montana. Indian Crndties Continue. Expedi- 
tions of Oenerals Terry and Custer. General 
Crook's Defeat. A Dark War Cavalcade. Caster's 
March to Little Horn Biver. The lAst ^gnal 
Three Hundred Soldier's Killed. Sitting BaH'a 
Attack on Major Beno's Troops. End of tbe Eaat- 
em Army. Brave Soldiers know Hov to Die I 



ADDENDA. 

tL Sequel to the War of 1876. Bitting Ball Retains to 
^e United States, and is given a Beservatiou. A 
New War in 1890. Discontented Indians get Cnsy 
over a New Messiah. The Ghost Dance. Sittiag 
Bull at the Bottom of tbe Trouble. His Trade 
Di^ath. The Battle of Wounded Knee. Ouster Ue- 
venged. Immense Slaughter of the Indians. Peace 
Restorad. But, it Government Agents are again 
Dishonest, the End is not yet I 



